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) extend slavery beyond its present terest be published in that paper.” The Morn- 


user- The attempt of the Administration to paralyze 
the Proviso movement by the Buchanan Compro- 
=-= raise is admitted to be a failure. It has been sus¬ 
tained by “ the Democracy” of no free State. Even 
IfS"As this paper is not sent to any new sub- the well-drilled Democracy of New Hampshire tion of the H: 
soriber, unless paid. for in advance, the reception eschewed this Compromise, and found it noces- Proviso: 

&”G1 communication^relating to the bunneu 8a £ to P^nt themselves in opposition to slavery D ^Hamilton 
mailers of the paper, &c., and particularly the extension. At their State Convention, held in Q ar( ) ia ' q 0 , 
names of subscribers, remittances, &c., should be the town hall of Concord, on Thursday, October j; rst portiilar 
addressed to L. P. Noble, Publisher. 28, 1847, the following officers were chosen : Hamilton R 


big Signal, of Cincinnati, remarks: 

“ The only request of this nature ever made by 
the assembled Democracy of Hamilton county, (in 
1846,) having been treated with contempt, it re¬ 
mains to be seen whether Columbiana county will 
be more fortunate in propitiating the 1 organ.’” 

The same paper remarks, concerning the posi¬ 
tion of the Hamilton county Democracy upon the 
Proviso: 

“ Hamilton county, the stronghold of the Ohio 
Democracy, is upo/i record in this matter. The 
Carthage Convention, of August, 1846, gave the 
first popular sanction to the Proviso. Next to 


were the Southern States anxious to compromise, or indirectly prevent its successors from ever ex- 
by making a portion of "the territory free ? No ! ercising the same powers 1 
there was none of this compromising spirit exert- “ Has Congress the power of interfering with 
’ hey Were , ,° ccmoede anything; but rights, granted and protected, by one State, in 
3ifT.il Ik TT d - d ?U‘ °U tbr ° at8 > slavery any Territory belonging jointly to all the States? 
now P ? e v St ^ d - on y n , om ‘ nall y- But «Upon what authority can Congress determine 

now when free territory is likely to • come into that any' territory which may bo acquired shall be 


addressed to L. P Noble, Publisher. 28, 1847, the following officers were chosen: Hamilton, Richland and Columbiana counties 

t other y. "* B0nd U? names, are “ President .—-Moses Norris, jun. lead the Democratic majorities of the State. Rich- 

part ’™H E fnd h aye each If ' « VuePresvUmis .—Samuel Cushman, James Far- land is the residence of the Hon. J. BrinkerhoiF, 

ter distinct, f ive the name ot the Post Office, the r jngton, Samuel Butterfield. William Morrison, and has already spoken by her able Representa- 
Coma/i/, ana the State. . Warren-Lovell, Samuel Nay’ Nathan G. Babbitt, tive as well as by resolution.” 

ss R,M ’■ E - 

accompany the order. Funds may he sent at om “Secretaries —William P Hill H W Redine ® dlted by Jolm and Charles Brough, 

risk, by mail, taking care to haive the letter put in mi B B Whittemore” ’ *’ the latter of whom is now in Mexico, at the head 

Publisher!^ ** *° We give these'simply to show the orthodox ° f a “ OW ° that Hamilton oounty is 


tpr Any clergyman''who will procure four sub- character of the Convention. Jared W. Wil- u P°n this question. 


ckos ® n Delegate at large to a National Demo- Slavery pri, 


The St. ClairsvUle- Gazette, 61 Belmont oounty, 
le of the most thoroughgoing, consistent Pro- 


adopted, on all of which the Washington 
n placed its brand, extra superfine , with the 
ption of a single resolution, from which it 
ntod in terms expressive of a hope that it 
it nothing in particular. Plereitis: 
tesolved, That among the doctrines of the 


y!r Agents will notice that we keep "an account was adopted, on all of which the Washington learned from the closing paragraph of a long edi- 
wifch each subscriber. Plence no accounts will be Union placed its brand, extra superfine, with the torial on the question: 

kept with the agents; and in transmitting moneys exoeption of a Bingle ros „i ution . from which it .. “ We <**mot finish this subject without warn- 
on which they are entitled to a commission, they d; t j ■ , exnressive of a hone that it lng our fellow-democrats of the fatal consequences 

will retain the amount of their commission, and, m . expressive ot a hope that it to our party of urging this iU. a dvised question 

all cases, forward the money with the names, so as meant nothing in particular. Here it is: upon the country. The man who thinks that the 

to make the aooount oven at each remittance. “ Resolved, That among the doctrines of the Democratic party can adopt the Wilrnot Proviso 

33r Agents and others who wish to send us Democratic party, the Most important is an abiding as a new article in our creed, and expects to re- 
fractional parts of a dollar, can now do so with- adherence to the compromises of the Constitution, as tain the votes of the South, is addle-brained in- 
out increasing the postage, by remitting pre-paid the anchor of safety to the Union itself—while at the deed ; and he who expects to elect a Democratic 
post office stamps, which can now be obtained at 1 same time none are more opposed than ourselves to the President, without the votes of the Southern 
any post office. continuance or wider extension of slavery, and that me States, is still worse demented. He who should 

& Agents or others having funds to forward will oppose so great an evil to the progress of civili- now urge the Proviso upon us, after what we have 
are desired, if the amount be considerable, to pur- zation and humanity, mheneve" a proper occasion shall seen take place in New York, is no friend to the 
chase of some bank a draft on New York, Phila- arrive, and by every measure consistent with the Democratic'party, and, no matter who it may be 
delphia, or Baltimore. Smaller amounts may be Constitution and its compromises; and that we he is a concealed enemy. And we hope our friends 


the South and extend over a portion of it the their successors will think otherwise as to the 
curse ot slavery. And is it not a shame, a dis- policy ? 

•*** thftt t° b ? f °und If Congress can decide now for the people of 

tin-no ?rJ h Q ™! • S °, ^ fc to msfcltu - tlie next generation, what limit is there of its 

tions and appreciate the advantages ofliberty, as power to rule ? 

t0 «R,°,Mhe U ^, a tf 0p0 fn i0 1 ! . “Can the next generation be represented by 

But the South say they have rights in the free this ? 

North* 7 w&2H r -t C a A q f Pd “ WCl V 13 I he “ Can °“® Legislative body repeal the acts of 
Worth. We grant it. And we propose to give its predecessor?” 
them precisely the same rights there that are en- , 

joyed by the people of the North. What more * n 1787,-Congress adopted an ordinance for 

can they reasonably ask ? But, say they, you pro- tlie government of the Northwestern Territory, 
pose to exclude us from the territory. Wo pro- A part of this consisted of six articles, asserting 

jrcrwsirtasaBiss u-t** - ** ■-* -f 

your ‘domestic institution,’ which drives out free alIung tb ® m05t solemn guaranties of personal 
labor wherever it goes, brings a moral blight ri glits. These articles were declared to be, Arti- 
upon tho country, and retard, its pk-operlty and; c\oa o£M<mpgstJigtiyeeri the Ortgtmrrsmic* tn~ 
'.growth- People and State's of laid Territory, to lie forever uu- 

«Z’ <-» * rr ”■ T - 

Wilmot Proviso. It is no question of Abolition. wbo wore then in the Territory accepted tho or- 
It proposes no interference with Southern insti- dinance, and it became thus a compact by the 
tutions. It is simply a measure of a preventive consent of both parties. Emigrants, on removing 
character. It rroiinsM In nw.wnt _...„ r . . , . . 6 


character. It proposes to prevent the extension to that Territory, were understood ’to give their 
of an almost universally admitted evil Is it, in- .. . ... y ’ . , 

deed, possible that there are any among us anx- s:lnetlon *° thls compact, and the States which 
ious or willing to spread over free territory an bave been f° rm cd therein, have uniformly rcoog- 
institution that all experience ami all history nised it, on entering the Union, as not only valid, 

?A CU1 ii e the 1 ™ astcr aDd , t0 tbe !! lave ’ but securi ng them their right of admission as 
and ruinous to the free laborer, and a blighting Q ., T f. . , , . . , , . , 

mildew upon any State where it exists?” ° States ’ ^dioiai decisions have also recognised 
We copy an article from the Cleveland Plain- ltS obligat,on3 ' The atat6ment we quote from 


chase of some bank a draft on New York, Phila- arrive, and by every measure consistent with the 
delphia, or Baltimore. Smaller amounts may be Constitution and its compromises; and that we 
transmitted by mail, observing, when convenient,, deem the imputations of our opponents on that 
to send large bills on Now England, New York, subject too false to be worthy of regard, too frivo- 
Philadelnliiti, or Baltimore banks. Do not send lous to be deserving of answer, too inconsistent. 


will listen to liim, as they would to the ravings of 
, ~ . , , - - , a man insane, seeing he would annihilate our par- 

Philn,delphia, or Baltimore banks. Do not send lous to be deserving of answer, too inconsistent, ty—he would rend the Union! ” 
certificates «,fdeposite. coming, as they do from men who oppose the con- Ho would do well to lay to heartwhat his broth- 

S^Mr. V.B. Palmer, at his newspaper agency, oession of an hour’s respite from labor to our own ■ „ . . . . 

New York, Philadelphia, Boston, and Baltimore^ white laborers of the North, to rise to a point er tbe Oao Patnot tells blm —that it was tho 
is duly authorized to procure advertisements for where they may be reached by any other senti- attera pted abandonment, not introduction of the 
this paper. ment than contempt. For we declare it our solemn Wilmot Proviso, that proved so fatal to the party 

stlf Within the last week wo have received two conviction, as the Democratic party have heretofore in New York. If a Democratic candidate for the 
or throe requests to have the direction of papers done, that neither slavery nor involuntary servitude , , ... ... 

changed, without informing us to what post office, should hereafter exist in any territory which may he y ca “ not be elected without the votes of 

county, or State, the papers have heretofore been acquired by or annexed to the United States, and Uwt the Southern States, w e .shouIdHke toknowwheth 
scut. Without those, we cannot change the dircc- me approve of the votes of our delegates in Congress er he can be elected without the votes of the non- 
ti0 L , IT . .. „ , in favor of tlte Wilmot Proviso.” " slaveholding States ? And, certainly, if the votes 

■ Opp08iti0n ' n0t ° nly *° the exte,ui0n ’ but oon ’ of the slave States bo retained with the 

to the following table, showing the rate of dis- t "" Mnce ° f slavery j w here avowed by the New Proviso, those of the free cannot be retained with- 


proves to bo a curse to tho master and to the slave, 
and ruinous to the free laborer, and a blighting 
mildew upon any State where it exists?” 

We copy an article from the Cleveland Plain- 
dealer, (of the 17th ult.,) a strong Democratic pa¬ 
per, with a circulation of three thousand, and one 
of the warmest supporters of the war policy of the 
Administration: 

“THE WILMOT PROVISO—STAND BY IT. 

“We believe the principle of the Wilmot Pro¬ 


bound by the act of its predecessor. True, it 
might have annulled any one of tho conditions 
annexed to tho bill of annexation of the preoeding 
session, but suoh an act, we all know, would have 
been equivalent to the repeal of the bill, and 
have vitiated totally the act of annexation. 

And what would our contemporary of the Ohio 
Eagle think now, of an act of Congress repealing 
that condition of the act of tho 28th Congress, 
which excludes slavery from Texas, north of 36 
deg. 30 min. ? Would he not think it a breach of 
faith ? 

If the 28th Congress, then, had “ authority ” to 
determine that a portion of the territory of Texas, 
which might be acquired, should be governed by 
the law of freedom, and no succeeding Congress 
oan repeal the act upon this subject, without a 
breach of faith, because there could have been no 
annexation without this pledge ; it follows, that 
the 30th Congress has “ authority to determine 

governed” by the same law; and, if the acquisi¬ 
tion of such territory be made only on this condi¬ 
tion. no succeeding Congress can repeal the aot 
upon this subject, without a gross breach of frith. 

The other questions, not being material to an 
elucidation of the subjeot, we dismiss without no¬ 
tice. We have no fear of a repeal of the Proviso, 
should it once be passed by both Houses of Con¬ 
gress, and receive the sanction of the President. 
It will then be deemed a final expression of the 
fixed policy of the Government. 


n looking hack on hiB opposition to the Adminis¬ 
tration on the Oregon question. The secret his¬ 
tory of the 1 whole of Texas’ amt-Iluj 't V'tiote of- 
Oregon’ will be, when written, up,- 4 , fhyik/wfjv . 


Oregon’ will be, when written up-J th^nk, rich; 
I take this occasion of expressing tho mph estima¬ 
tion in which 1 hold those gentlemen who, byts^ivy 


of reproach, have been" teiandi UecreKpfe>*ulXv v , 
men. They, with lhe.president, Save bc§tQH^ty* 
of opposing a Baltimore'’issue, thongk-not or op 1 -. 


of opposing a Baltimore'issue, thougkuot OT op¬ 
posing him. I think that ‘they, some of them at 
least, stand as fair a chance'of going down to pos¬ 
terity as.their distinguished associate. Among 
them are names that will live, when their tradu- 
oers have rotted in oblivion. I honor their love 
of liberty, their singleness of purpose, and their 
moral courage. 

“ One word in relation to the twaddling non¬ 
sense of the compromise, so called, of tho Consti¬ 
tution, in relation to the extension of slavery. I 
mention it because it is frequently in the mouths 
of those opposed to the extension of free soil. Any 
one who makes an assertion of this kind must pre¬ 
sume largely on the ignorance of the community; 
all the compromises were in relation to the sla¬ 
very and the territory then existing; and so far 
extension, the reverse is true. Virginia took tke" 
first step in excluding it from the Northwestern 
Territory, and confining it to tho old States. Again, 
the Missouri compromise, so far. from extending 
slavery, restricted antp confined it to its present 
limits in tho Louisiana purchase. De jure, it 
could have extended over tbe whole of that pur¬ 
chase, as the laws both of France and Spain per¬ 
mitted it—not merely to 36 degrees, but to 49 
degrees. But 1 leave the whole matter to au in¬ 
telligent and now roused andindignant people. ' 


our exchange, is not, therefore, correct. The or¬ 
dinance of 1787, so far as these six articles were 
concerned, was a compact between the origi¬ 
nal States and the People and States of said Ter¬ 
ritory; and, as it has never been repealed or 
altered, it is still binding on both parties. It fol- 


viso to be correct principle. We are confident lows, that Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, and 
hwu eDe x ? T a n y 0f thB u 0rth P ,ie f al . ly Wisconsin, cannot alter their constitutions so as 
and in dMided^erm^tlT^are n^ffighslbandtn- “*° slavel ' y ” within t ' hcil ' boundaries, witli- 
ment. They fear the consequences of standing by out fir3t obtaining the consent of tho original 
it. They fear to stand by what they know to be States. In this respect they differ from the other 


the right.. 

“ It was last winter the Proviso was introdu 
into Congress ; and how welcome was its ret 
tion by the majority of the House. The first 


pulse of nearly every Northern member was to go “/«»'« 


States. A simple lam might not have bound 
them; but a compact to whieh they themselves 
are parties, does bind them in express terms— 


jCT Wa invito the attention of those who are 
remitting moneys to the publisher of this paper 
to the following table, showing the rate of dis¬ 
count on uncurrent money in this city. We ear¬ 
nestly hope that those who send money will en 


for it, and it passed the House by a heavy vote. 2. To the second qiiestion we answer No. 

?° ng r p TstY m vr r ple , of 

™only by their decided approbation. Tho State Terrltory , and States thereafter to be formed in 


Hampshire War De mocracy . out it. Away with these paltry calculations! 

MOVEMENTS IN OHIO. The time has come when Principle must govern, 

is a usage of the Democratic party of Ohio, d8ma S°fS iTe 8tat “, «« 

Id its State Nominating Conventions at Co- WS ’ WhateVer may beCOme of 

ras, on the 8th of January, the anniversary ® resl enoy - 

e battle of New Orleans. Preparations are C °“ the tono and opinions of the «• 

in progress for a Convention of this kind, C, “ Jaft G “ te , * e Place the following edito- 
as might be expected, the politicians are de- n&1 fr T T ? °t° l dlted by Mr ' Xap P aD ’ 


deavor to send such bank bills ae 
discount: 

Washington, D. C.- 
Baltimore 
Philadelphia - 
New York city 
New York State - 
New England- 
New Jersoy - - - 

Eastern Pennsylvania 
Wostern Pennsylvania - 
Maryland - 

Virginia - 

Western Virginia - 
Ohio .... 


Legislatures of all the free States in session, pass- and tbe said people, and the States, when formeu 
ed almost unanimously, and without a single ex- agree thereto, we hold that they must be bound 


to hold its State Nominating Conventions at Co¬ 
lumbus, on the 8th of January, the anniversary 
of the battle of New Orleans. Preparations are 


and, as might be expected, the politicians are de- _ ‘ ■ y ivir. l appan, 

bating how to manage the slavery question. The a 80n op dad S® Tappan. It glows with the spirit 
result of the attempt to extinguish tbe mirit, ef * freeman > and contains sentiments which must 


ception, resolutions in favor of the principle. The 
press of the whole North were just as decided 
when they spoke out at all, and but a very few 
were non-committal. Since then, it is true, a 
change has come over the spirit of some of our 
politicians. They snuff danger ahead—danger to 
thanselves—to their individual prospects—in 
abiding by that first impulse to go for tho right. 
They have been calculating and speculating in 
reference to political chances since the adjourn- 


rpf I rx TVT A r TJlf VINT A T T?L> A Mature by stfong majorities. This result 
X XJL Xj iM J\. X Ivli -T1.XJ produced by an increase of the Whig 


result of tho attempt to extinguish the spirit of , ‘ L ° sentiments wnicn must 

freedom in the Democracy of New York, is held comnl!md the «*ptet of every generous mind, 
up as a warning to those who would repeat it in L °‘ b “ fc tho Lemoeratic party become thoroughly 
the groat Western State. The editor of the Ohio mbued Wltb sacb ldea8 > and the counlry 18 »** ■ 
Patriot, W. D. Morgan, one of the foremost edi- “EDITORIAL INDEPENDENCE. 

“V a* 1 s ““’ “ k “ “• gg&l 

flections; of this State: 

“ 0l,K De U at in N ew York—Thk Lesson it «< We look upon slavery as an evil, and allow 
teaches TO Ohio.-As we anticipated the Whig every man liberty of conscience and freedom of 
party of New York have elected all their officers thought, either as an Abolitionist or other party 
of State, and earned both branches of the Legis- man : but when a man or men set out to nnhlUh » 
lature bv stfomr majorities. This result was not rw, ’ m _i..... , . / ! 


expediency that looks only to their selfish er 


ere'ustTas^decided ^ tiiere 1)8 ftn y obligation at all in a sol- 
and J but a *very few emU compact Bufc an ordinar y la ^ passed by 
then, it is true, a Congress for a Territory , may bo repealed the mo- 
>irit of some of oar ment it becomes a State, by the Legislature 
er ahead—danger to thereof. 

fo go fortlTr^ht 1 3 ‘ Tbe tbirJ r ‘ nc3Uon we dismias witb a sim P le 
and speculating in negative, as not at all important. 

. . since the adjourn- 4. In reply to the fourth wo may remark, that 

ment of Congress, and now,‘what is expedient,’ Congress is bound to legislate according to the 
tives^d thefr actiom The DoS?‘pwty is and ” ot aecordingto the laws 

to be made subservient, in its policy and action, to °J Constitutions of the States. “ This Constitu- 


THE NEW YORK MOVEMENT. 

The Herkimer movement meets, so far us we 
can infer from tho tone of the Democratic press 
of New York, with general favor. Never was an 
attempt to degrade a party more nobly rebuked. 
We have in our possession extracts.from more 
than forty Democratic journals, sanctioning the 
proceedings at Herkimer. A caucus of the Dem¬ 
ocratic members of the Legislature, at Albany, 
has also made arrangements, much to the chagrin 
of tho Conservatives, for calling a State Conven¬ 
tion at Utica, to elect by general ticket delegates 
to the National Democratic Convention. 

As fair indications of the spirit and policy 
whieh characterize, doubtless, the great major¬ 
ity of the Democratic party in New York, we 
transfer to our columns two artioles, the first from 
the St. Lawrence Republican of November 2d, (prob¬ 
ably from tho pen of Pkeston Kixo ;) the second, 
a letter from Bradford R. Wood. 

From the St. Lawrence. Republican. 


Let us now tarn to tho South. As usual, the 
violent demonstrations against the Proviso are 
more prominent in South Carolina than any other 


At a publio meeting of the citizens.of George¬ 
town district, (S. C.,) on the 9th ultimo, it was 
rosolved— 


“ That tbe Government of the United States 
cannot of right interfere with the social or domes¬ 
tic institutions of any State or Territory of this 
Confederacy. 

“That whenever it attempts so to interfere, we 
shall resist it with all tho means that God has 
placed within our reach. 

“ That we solemnly pledge ourselves to co-ope¬ 
rate with our co-States whose constitutional rights 


are stricken at in common with our own, in any 
defensive measures that the threatened aggression 
of the General Government may compel them to 


on, and the lams of the United States which shall 


t personal advancement. And what is be made in pursuance thereof, and a 


SSf f the late el ,r or wWoh 8bal1 be made > the authority of 

tion in JNeW York is pointed at as proving the 1T .. , cu . 7 ’ 7 . , ; 

danger to the Democracy that will result from the Umted Sfcates > heife supreme law of the 
standing by the Proviso. Strange position, we Constitution of the United States, 

say 5 this. For it is undeniable that it was the Art. VI. 

abiindommiu oft.he Proviso that kept the Demo- Massachusetts vests the right of property of 

-ratio masses at home—letting their party suffer , , , „ . 1 * J , 

defeat most overwhelming and unexampled in he lf ° in tbe husband - Georgia secures to the 
ither State or nation. Had tnellyrrtoueu Con- wife # separate right of property. If Congress 


State, and carried both branches of the Legis- 
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both branches of the Legis- ma n; but when a man or ___ 

, « --o —„orities. This result was not Democratic paper, let it be such, and such only, as 

produced by an increase of the Whig vote, but far as party is concerned.’ 
by the fact that a very large and influential por- urn.., ... . _ 

tion of the radical Democracy of that State re- pvil “fl 1B . r 01 * lt8elf ‘ To °PP? 8 ® 

fused to attend tho polls, and sanction the conduct . ’ p A ^ e nght m any shape, cannot m- 

of the Syracuse Convention, and its abandonment * ° f Dum0CmCy ’ whlch 18 trutb ia 

of the principles embodied in tho Wilmot Pro- » S ??P®‘. , . . 


POLITICAL MOVEMENTS—A REVIEW. of . tbe Syraou3e Convention, and its abandonment ° f De “ ocraoy ) wh,ch is trutb iu 

_ of the principles embodied in the Wilmot Pro- btu nT...,.- a-. , ,, . , . 

vise. “The Democratic editor should give his first 

ins ttLAm « 0ne ve „ r a o announeine- the over and his principal attention to the measures of his 

The Niagara Cataract, of Lookport, New York 1 whelming defeat of the Democrats oGPennsylva- party '., We stru gg le t, last, and always, forthe 
strong Democratic journal , takes a pretty correct nia, we declared that we had no tears to shed over anmhidat ““ of special privileges, and the with- 
3W of the bearings of tho Wilmot Proviso on the result — that good would result from it. drawal °£ all legal protection from a fictitious cur- 


a strong Democratic journal, takes a pretty correct 
view of the bearings of tho Wilmot Proviso on 
the sueoess of parties. It says: 

“Again the sweeping declaration is made, that 
1 the W hig party are triumphing through its influ¬ 
ences.’ Where are the proofs of this assertion ? 
What State election shows any suoh state of facts ? 
Does that of New Hampshire ? Here all the 
candidates wore in favor of the Proviso, and, not¬ 
withstanding a union of the Whigs and Aboli¬ 
tionists, Williams (Dem.) was elected Governor 
by the people. How was it in Vermont ? In Ver¬ 
mont, Paul Dillingham, the Democratic candidate 


Under the same belief now, we just as emphati- ® aCy „ r f , T,’ W ® hear 

cally declare that wo have no tears to shed over th lt a D .®“ 0 « ratlc , edltor M forbid to oppose any 
tho result in New York—Good ought to and will ®‘ b ®L W ® bave yet to learn that there is 
result from it. In both States, our defeat was ! mythm S ln tb ® oode of a Democratic editors du- 
brought about by a failure to adhere faithfully to t ty » *°' pr ®!i®“, f f rad e nou ii 0 ‘”g aod opposing 

correct principle. As experience is a dear teacher, be , e . x ^ a8 ! on 01 tbat wl >ich the whole enlightened 
wo hope the lesson taught by the result in New ks upon as an evil. 

York will not bo without its good effect else- ^<f^* *?*»*.!* 


j^ ew ’ world 1 looks upon as au evil.’ 
it else- U editor should be a pioneer in 

tionists, WiTiams (Dem.) w-a S "eTemed Go^rnor the LTastreswhiohffiJvebeenfoi^ally ^noS 

mont Paul P Dilliugffiim^the Democratic candidate ^® “ n Xukio3s 

the Whigs saved tho Legislature by the ‘skin h ® Ia ® t r v < ? h, ° belng *** fatal ted on his ques- ^ the . Bp ® a „f extendino- TtZi 


vention adopted the free territory resolution laid may not “ interfere with rights granted and pro- 

s ,?.r,L s r»rr* 

to tlie poll.! Notono. Soohoooo«»mWh..« ’™’Ml l.k. to b. in- 
resulted in a complete triumph of the party. For fo rmc d how it oan legislate at all, or revise legis- 
they axe but very few who even class themselves lation, on this subjeot. If it secure to the wife 
with Democrats for the sake alone of office and in Minesota a separate right of property it inter 

r;S'.rrmr“.s““sr,fit , s a r t ,rr r **** M -- 

vocafce the extension of slave territory. enusetts—and if it vests all right of property in 

<( We recollect well the discussion, upon the an- husband, it interfered with rights granted 
nexation of Texas. The measure was strongly and protected in Georgia! 

® pp ® 3ed 7 and 7 by ? Tb ® fre ® spir t ifc of the North Lotteries and banks of circulation are legalized 
refused to sustain a measure that seemed to be „„„„ . ,, . , ? 

aimed at strengthening the slave interest. And m s0 ™ e States, in others forbidden : that is, cer- 
at first it seemed that the measure must fail. And tain ri g hts are “ granted and protected” in some 
why did it not? lt was because the argument put States, whichare not recognised in others. Would 
forward by tho South, by the leading Southern Congress interfere with any State rights by pro- 

Democratic presses, and especially in the letter of hfMHni. in it* —^_ *-■ .i 7 . ’ * \ , 

R. J. Walker, now Secretary of the Tream.rv b gl m lts 'ordinances for the government of 


produced before in many years. I-Iow was it in ^t poBitlon, take heed of the responsibility which he men taoW that W ® are Blncere m 

and'unequivocal ground in favor o? tbeVroWso^ * “ Democracy of Ohio stand faithfully, The spirit in which we believe a large majority 

and the result was, that Governor Dana was ;ff 8 y510 P 0Slti8n -. them remember 0 f the Democrats of Ohio is prepared to meet the 

majority over all other crisis, is displayed in the following extract from 

wore fiUed wjth Demoorate^Sge^andUmpt- ® ver . wl, ® lmin f defeat on tb ® Democracy of New anothei ' editorial of the same paper. Speaking of 
cedented majorities How was it in Iowa? Here York * Let tkem remember tliafc might and the-acquisition of Mexican territory, &c., the ed- 
both the Democratic candidates for Congress were Democratic. But let them remember, itor remarks: 


Democratie presses, and espeeially in the letter of Mbiting in it 
R. J. Walker, now Secretary of the Treasury, n 6l 
was an acknowledgment of the reasonableness, in Uregou and ] ' 
itself, of the objection taken, and went to prove or hanking ii 
that annexation must terminate, not perpetuate, in the questioi 
slavery. The argument was, that, as a conse- 5 . The fifi 

quence of annexation, instead of our Southern ‘ . 
borders being hemmed in by a foreign slave land, . pps 
as in case of non-annexation Texas would be to tam * aws ” p0 ’ 


regon and Minesota, the ehartering of lotteries, 
banking institutions? The doctrine implied 
the question is an absurdity. 

5. The fifth question is an unfair one. It 
not proposed that Congress shall pass “cer- 
in laws” for the government of territory that 


produood before in many years. How was it in 
Maine? I 11 Maine, the. Democracy took docided 
and unequivocal ground in favor of the Proviso ; 
and the result was, that Governor Dana was 
elected by a triumphant majority over all other 


three Northern States which have faltered in their 


I Tb ® D «“ 8 of Jefferson oounty (0.) mot at I 


Democrats lose two members of Congress in that the Court House in Steubenville, on the 17th 
fhe Pr°ovi S o f ‘ W r°“’ a “ d T beUe ? botb ’. 1 opp ® Sed ultimo, and appointed some twenty-four delegates 


the Proviso in Congress last winter, while those 
that were elected, who took the same ground, were 
elected, by greatly reduced majorities—one by 
only 42 votes I” 

It might be added, that, despite the general im¬ 


pression at the South, that the Whigs of the Orr, was disoussed and adopted: nothing else. These principles teaoh*us, as the 

North axe completely pledged to the Proviso, they “ Resoloed, That, in all territory now in the very first and fundamental truth, that slavery is 
bave made gains in all the Southern States in P ossession ot ) or t0 be acquired by,andStates ? cur 8 ®i. alike to the master and the slave. _ Its ex- 

^p , t Cb el “‘ i u 0n - a haVe late1y taken P laoe > “«* shalTbe^no slavemnioHnvolimtary semitude^ex- , our .national character. Bhall w^enfas Demm 
ctpting Louisiana and Mississippi; while m eept as a punishment for crime, of which the party ®fats, as patriots, consent to extend this insti tu- 
Michigan, where they gave such prominence to shall have been first convictedand that our del- tl0u ove . r man J °* tlie mosfe fril itful portions of 
the No-More-Territory issue, the Democrats e £> ates be instructed to support this propo- , con ^ ne ^ t ? Dan Democrats aid in extending 

the result of the election is thus summed up i quire from the candidates for the Presidency and fns® to do it. _ 

I he new Legislature stands: Vice Presidency a pledge that they are in favor same ^cry is heard now that was raised 


Le Court House m Steubenville, on the 17th hesitate, and, with a few exceptions, do not hesi- 
Ltimo, and appointed some twenty-four delegates tate, to answer this question with a decided No. 
i the State Convention, to be held in January u ^bere is the same objection urged now 
sxt, among whom were Judge Tappan, E. M. tbat j s always brou sbt against taking a decided 
of B pp ’ stand upon true principles. The timid are afraid 

!r . , it will‘distract the party.’ What is the Demo- 

ihe following resolution, offered by Robert cratic party? What gives it life? Its principles 


us, that this foreign land—the last slave territory m ay be acquired. Congress was called upon by the 
in North America -would become but the exten- President to grant him three millions of dollars, 
siqn of our own borders; and then beyond would + 0 n ;.i , ,, , . . . 

be a nation which, recognising no such condition . effecfcm S a P eaee ? by the terms of which 

in society as slavery, acknowledged also as free- lfc 18 we ^ un derstood that new territory was to be 
men, not alone the white man, but the Indian and acquired. That body has the sole right of taxing 
negro-giving to all and each political rights, the people and appropriating their moneys: and 
How easy would it then be, as the demands of jus- it has the __ * . ' 

tice and equality were acknowledged and acted , . J, “ nex to ltS f g rai its of money 

upon by the master freeing his slaves, for him to w . , C0n(ilfcl0ns pleases. If it may vote three 
send them to that border nation, Mexico, where millions for the purchase of new territory, it may 
they might live in the full enjoyment of their lib- annex the condition that it shall not be territory 
rfht and “ th6 fUU exeroise of ® Tery politioal °ff of the continent, or slave territory; or, if free, 
n8 “ This argumenVbeitrememberod, was advano- tbat ? sha11 be continued free. It has not only 
ed by the South. The South made it for us. It right, but it is bound, to see that the People’s 
answered the purpose j we—the North—annexed money be appropriated for a proper object. In 
T tf“ witbaUbe /S laV f. ■ . negotiating for the Floridas, it was expressly 

ed but in the hearts of a few, hid as from the light ntones s ball be secured in the free exeroise of 
of day, and wrong has triumphed, and interest their religion;” that “ they should be admitted to 
and passion have combined to enslave the weak the enjoyment of all the privileges, rights and 

hoped that our countrymen would need no anneal tbe 8 ran ts of land made before the 24th of 


ult of the election is thus summed up: 
new Legislature stands: 


Convention (lately held) for the appointment of 
delegates to the State Convention, passed the fol- ' 


Dem. majority 20 36 56 delegates to the State Convi 

The Tribune, hopes the Whig party in the Sen- lowing among other resoluti 
at.e will sternly set its faoc against all attempts to “ Resolved, That any ter: 
divide and distinct it! ' acquired by the United Stat 


A specimen of the tone of the Democratic 
journals in Michigan, before the election, is af- 
fordod in the following editorial from the Michi- 


'i. Democrat, of Ann Arbor, o£ October 5th, a tbe principle of the Wilmot Provis 


Vico Presidency a pledge that they are in favor U d ' dG same cry is heard now that was raised 
House. Joint Ballot, of the above principles of the ordinance of 1787.” two years ago, ‘ You will distract the party.’ But 
r * 1 mi A n . • - . . . Democrats then boldly declared their true nrin- 

The Democrats of Columbiana county, at their ciples, and the party was never more united. Our 
Conventiou (lately held) for the appointment of- own, and the experience of other States, has taught 
delegates to the State Convention, passed the fol- us that harmony depends solely upon the pu.rity of our 
lowing among other resolutions: principles When they are right, all is well. 

acquired bvt^U*ttTStated 7 *7 tbem * y ^ tb ® dlctrine^f°no more 

, th ® prC3en * territory, but let not Democrats imitate the cow- 
S2R, a. tba ‘ Wltb ? la very as it ardice ot - Whigery. Our refuge shall be a reli- 
no wish tn m 1 h UIU kT : We UaT ? ano ® upoa th ® truth - Tb ey dare not meet a plain 

“ 0 Y h *° lntcr fo re > but are unalterably opposed ques tion. Let us, like Democrats, like men take 
to its extension beyond its present, limits ; that the side of freedom, and inscribe unon nm-’ Ln. 


latter day a brighter era had dawned. We had , mtea (states; tnat 

hoped that our countrymen would need no appeal a tbe g rants °f land made before the 24th of 
to stand by the right. We had believed that, last January, 1818, by Ms Catholio Majesty, or by his 
of all, would the Democracy of the North turn aside lawful authorities, in the said territories” &c 
to strike down the slave, to bind him fast as fate « shall be ratified and confirmed to the persons 
in the chains of an eternal slavery, such as must „c, . „ „ ' , 

bind him if that only hope—a hope presented to p03sessi0n of th ® lands : &c - These stipula- 
him and his friends by men of the South so short- *“ ons were “ certain laws” for the protection of 
ly sinoe—is taken away, destroyed. the rights of property, oonsoienoe, and oitizenship. 

“ To the Democracy of Ohio we appeal. We of the people of the territories, to take effect after 
DlToftM Provfro d MLxLoZ^ttXLl ^rtranfer to this Government. 


wLhLn^nfnX? w dy “ ™ baV , an0 ® upoa tb ° truth! They dare not meekapto 

wish to interfere, but are unalterably opposed question. Let us, like Democrats, like men take 

LtnriLe of tL?w d i i U eSent - llmitS V* u tbe sid ® of tre ® dom > and inB eribe upon our’ ban- 

:c p i S*SSi p S'Sr i *j”^ db*- -™«A« r-. 


Ih. ™, , Hat embodied le Me. SUUmA T* 

proposition in 1784, and therefore does not pro- 

1 pose to ‘ introduce a new article into the Demo- So much for the eastern, southern, and central 

for Buchanan’s oratio creed;’ that the people of theNorth,intheir portions of the great State of Ohio. What sav 
il ready been too aotaatedbya^ioSys^path^for ther^lT^ tbe lake counties? There are two prominent 
e of our North- cied wrongs of the slave, but are impelled by a P 01nt3 of influence m these—Sandusky and Cleve- 


ples of the Proviso. Mexico must yet be the ref- / _ ernmmt. 

uge of the slave; but she must never he cursed Now, if the President and Senate may provide, 
with the heritage of slavery at our hands.” prospectively, by treaty, for the continuance in a 

The Wayne County Democrat, another stanch territory, about to be transferred, of its laws of 
Democratic paper, published at Wooster, Ohio, property, why may not the President, Senate, and 
has the following: House of Representatives, provide prospectively, 

“As many erroneous opinions are abroad in by law, for the continua'noe, in a territory they are 
reference to the position occupied by the Radi- appropriating money to purchase, of the law of 
cal Democracy of New York, (the Barnburn- freedom therein ? It is not contended that Con- 
ers,) we copy the following declaration of their gress may provide a code of laws prospectively 
principles, as Proclaimed at. tbe Wei-lrimee Den. ... r r j 


“We publish to-day tho proceedings of tho 
Democratic State Convention at Herkimer, on 
Tuesday, the 26th of October—a, glorious day, 
and ever memorable will it be for tho manly stand 
taken by the Democracy of the State represented 
there, pronouncing, in a voice not to be mistaken, 
that New York, in the great contest which is to 
come, will be found immovable on the side of free¬ 
dom. T-he voice pf the Democracy, issuing from 
the thousand tongues of this State Convention, is 
no uncertain sound. Freely, boldly as our fa¬ 
thers of old, they pronounce Against tho shuffling, 
stifling frauds of the Syracuse Convention, and 
hold out the right hand of fellowship to all good 
and true men who desire and will labor to sustain 
the Republic upon the pure and simple principles 
of its republican founders. Without inquiring 
as to its origin, while it shall continue to be wag¬ 
ed, they pledge an honest, an earnest, and hearty 
support to our G overnment in the prosecution of 
the war in which the country is involved, and 
recommend that it may be prosecuted with in¬ 
creased energy and vigor, that a more speedy as 
well as honorable peace may be obtained. 

“ Upon all the great questions of internal pol¬ 
icy, they are oloar and explicit in the declaration 
of their sentiments. Upon nearly all these ques¬ 
tions, which have been the exciting and angry 
topics of party dispute and division, the verdict 
of the country has been most emphatically pro¬ 
nounced. A National Bank is, by those who most 
strongly advocated it at one time, declared to be 
an obsolete idea. Tho Tariff', a great question of 
taxation and of revenue, has, by the aot of Con¬ 
gress of 1846 been placed upon a basis as nearly sat¬ 
isfactory to all the great interests of oapital and la¬ 
bor which are to be affected by it as an adjustment 
of that great question oould be made, to give satis¬ 
faction and quiet upon this subject to the country. 
Ciroumstancos beyond the control of individuals 
or of parties, the expenses of the war and the 
necessary and unavoidable expenses of the Gov¬ 
ernment, will require a rate of duties as high or 
higher than any interest in the country could in 
ordinary times require. The oountry may con¬ 
sider itself fortunate, if, in addition to the reve¬ 
nue a tariff can be made to yield, it shall not also 
be required for a time to furnish supplies to the 
Government by direct taxation. But in whatever 
just form any necessary demand shall be made 
for supplies to meet the expenses of the war. or to 
pay the honest debts of the Government incurred 
in prosecuting it, the patriotism of the country ‘ 
will meet the demand with the money. 

“ The want of bounty lands for our soldiers 
and tho necessities of the treasury will prevent, 
any improper disposition of the public lands. The 
Constitution, and the just sense of what is the 
equal right of all parts of the country, will, ac¬ 
cording to the ability of the treasury, determine 
the appropriations which can be made for harbors 
and rivers. Upon all these, subjects the path is 
clear before us, 

“ Tho path of duty is equally clear upon the 
great principles of Freedom which called the 
Herkimer Convention together—security against 
aggression from slavery upon the free soil of 
America, and seourity to the great principle of 
freedom to man. The Democracy of New York 
cannot be turned aside from the course their 
hearts and heads alike impel them to take, in firm, 
unalterable support of these principles. They 
have buokled on their armor for the contest which 
has been pushed upon them, and they will never 
lay aside their harness till they shall have seou¬ 
rity for the freedom of a free soil and security to 
the individual rights of, man, to freedom, and to 
labor, without the degrading associations of negro 
slavery. 

“For these rights, according to the strictest 
limits of the Constitution, they will do battle, 
wherever their politioal foes are to be found. 
With the Constitution and their principles in¬ 
scribed upon their banners, however hot and 
threatening for a time may be the contest, they 
have no fears—no doubts as to the issue. While 
they do not and will not invade the rights of the 
slaveholding States, they will insist that their own 
security shall be imprinted upon the statute book 
of the nation, and bo 11^1 aw of the land. This 
decision of tflislssue provokes no real danger, but, 
on the contrary, when the fog and smoke shall 
have subsided, will be found to have given tran¬ 
quillity and more firm stability to the glorious 
Union of our States.” 


adopt. 

“ That the insane disposition manifested in sev¬ 
eral States of this Confederacy to interpose in 
our domestic concerns, is as silly as it is unwar¬ 
rantable, is as treasonable as it is Wicked, and can 
be productive of nothing but an hostility incom¬ 
patible with the Union, and pernioious t.o the in¬ 
terests of all of its sections. 

“ That we entirely approve of the conduct of 
our Senators in Congress, and cordially cheer 
them in their honorable and patriotic course.” 

A meeting of the citizens of Chesterfield dis¬ 
trict, (S. C.,) on the 30th October, resolved— 

“ That we thoroughly condemn the recent at¬ 
tempts made in the Congress of this Republic, to 
pass into a law a restriction upon the rights of the 
slaveholders of the Union, as to any territory 
which may be hereafter acquired or added to this 
Confederacy. 

“ That we conceive it to be the duty of the 
Southern Representatives in Congress, first, to 
contend with all their energies to defeat any at¬ 
tempt that may be made similar t.o or identical 
with the ‘Wilmot Proviso ;’ and that, should the 
majority of Congress be so unwise as to pass suoh 
a law, after the protestations of the Southern mem¬ 
bers against such a measure, it is the decided 
opinion of this meeting that our members of Con¬ 
gress should forthwith vacate their seats in Con¬ 
gress, or take suoh other steps, in connectienwith 
the members from other slaveholding States, as 
may fully sustain the rights of the slaveholding 


“ That wo, as a portion of the Southern people, 
are determined not to submit to any interference 
by Congress with our domestic institutions, let 
the consequences be what they may—even if the 


dissolution ol the Union should be the result.” 

A meeting at Anderson Court House, (S. C.,) 
on the 26th October, adopted the Virginia resolu¬ 
tions, and also resolved-— 


“ That it be recommended to the Legislature of 
this State, at its next session, to request (he Sen¬ 
ators and Ropresentalives of this State in the 
Congress of the United States, in the event the 
Wilmot Proviso, or any other proposition affirm¬ 
ing the same or similar principles, should pass 
that body, to retire forthwith from their seats, and 
to return to their constituents, to consult on the 
measures to be adopted for the protection of the 
slaveholding States. 

“After some discussion, the abovo resolution 
was adopted by a divided vote. 

“ Tho following resolution was then offered by 
Major R. F. Simpton, and with the other resolu¬ 
tions were unanimously adopted: 

“ Resolved, That the act of the Legislature of 
Pennsylvania, passed at its last session, and other 
acts with like object and character, passed by non¬ 
slaveholding States, to prevent the reclaiming of 
fugitive slaves, are in express violation of the most 
important of ail the stipulations of the Constitu¬ 
tion in our favor, and would justiiy us, before the 
world and the forum of conscience, in retaliating, 
by setting aside like stipulations in their favor, and 
among them, free acoess of their ships and com¬ 
merce to our ports.” 

The Richmond Enquirer has laid down the law 
for the Northern Democracy, as follows: - 

“ The Southern Democracy will go into Con- • 
vention with the implied condition that no 1 Wil¬ 
mot Proviso’ man is to be nominated; for in that 
event the Southern members will retire and act for 
themselves —and their union upon this vital point 
will bring the North to their senses, and force 
them to present a man who can receive the sup¬ 
port of the Southern Democracy.” 

To the same purport speaks Col, Jeffersob 
Davis: 


“Wo haXTvefh d NTE “f\ , : pose to ‘ introduce a new artfelefrito ^l^Dm^ 

letter it ^ r00n i for , Buobanan s oratio creed;’ that the people of the North, in their 

LilLUlL • y /■ plaC ®, ncxt wcek ' Cut we opposition to an increase of slave States are not 
SZrtMlHl 48 1 al T dy b M n t0 u° “ ed by a sick,y s y mpathy for the real or fan- 

ern editors ’ It nuW bi / ’ 7 !°?® ° f ° Ur N “‘'L' cied wroDgs of the slave , but are impelled by a 
so ektetfsive andT rL L P d ; /W °°"n U sense of tbeir own ri S hts as whit ® free ™ en i tbe y 
•fCSSWaa? “ ’ t& th0r ? W - lU bc ob j® ct t0 the existence of slavery in Californi^ 

any measure thS b»» P / f r , el ? tlon to Ne w Mexico, &o., because, if it be allowed in said 

ThYsouth the PresklLi' la i fi territory, it will entitle a white population of 

the Pre sident,and most of his Cabi- 50,000 (or any other given number) within its 
mi’ harbors pnnirn PP i p ™ tllon3 for ° ur North- borders, to a larger representation in Congress, 
S£ Shorn! !f?i r0S | 5f llng ° f aad a greater number of votes in tho selection of 
the President and Vice President, than are posses® 


slave, but are' impelled by a points of influe noe in these-Sandusky and Cleve- 
ights as white freemen; they ^ and - Let us hear what “Democracy” here has 
nee of slavery in California, to say upon the important question, 
eoause, if it be allowed in said We quote first from tho Sandusky Mirror, the 

£ •—» - **»*- ^ 

representation in Congress, “ THE WILMOT PROVISO, 

ir of votes in tho selection of “ We have noticed in two or three Northern 
President, than are posses® papers a disposition to give the Wilmot Proviso 


?L U tio P ! e3 ’lt aS is P, th^mo d t ml^raMe r DmoorMic &r th ® g0vernment of suoh territory, which shall 
platform ever laid, and we should rejoice to see be "“alterable; but that it may annex to the pur- 
the party occupy it: chase of a territory such condition as it pleases, 

s ee h 166 trad6 ’ frCe SOi1 ’ fr ®° lab ° r ’ and . free Provided it does not conflict with the Constitution 
^‘Separation of Government from all paper oftb e United States. After having made the ex- 
issues. emption of the territory from any interference 

“ ‘ Individual liability of all incorporators. with its rights of property, or with its freedom, 
“‘Internal improvements by the General Gov- an essential condition to its purchase, we know 


our Northern ..uim • a -ma a greater number ot votes in tho selection of “ We have noticed in two or three Northern 

same w-iv would also throno-Wh^’-K b ’-tL • 10 • Pre8ident a “d Vice President, than are posses® papers a disposition to give the Wilmot Proviso 

power Tf SudJZnSr b ®rf blDg by a wWt ® Population of the same extent in Ohio the go by, since the South have become so violent 

SEI^bro^eth tlm^^boneCbL L°Ti 01 'i a " y other fre ® Stat ®‘ a S aia8t ik ^ the conduct of the South 

end take advantno-e of t « at nr- ■^ esolml i Tilat our distinguished Senator, being any reason for yielding in the matter, we 

tho’North with fhe idea that n^ 01 ' WllUam Allen, and a majority of the Democratic see in it only additional reasons for standing by 

cZicZaij -^Lt th - 7 „ ! %sa J ) T; ******* of the . Lower House from Ohio, by vot- the Proviso, and carrying out its principle! 

South is not imtiified - and” aot 1 tt e lug for the Wilmot Proviso, faithfully reflected gardless of all opposition. It is claimed that wo 

North to relinquish its rnmnnimL tb ® almost unanimous sentiment of their oonstitu- must settle the question between the North and 

icMiSX P X and that the r ® cent overwhelming disaster the South by compromise-that is, by devoting a 

man fv ^ Strunk’tt t £ NeW York ’ and tb ® succession of defeats in portion of the territory that may be acquired from 

“owardioo a S of a X Hampshire, furnish noon-day evidences of Mexico to slavery, aid leaving the remainder 

‘compromise? by persons in ‘ hiah nkeesWhv “a ™!?"? 01 J ^ hl ° h pust inevitably follow an free. This proposition comes altogether too late. 


“ ‘ Individual liability of all incorporators. 

“‘Internal improvements by the General Gov¬ 
ernment to the extent indioated in the letter of 
Silas Wright to the Chicago Convention. 

“ ‘ A return of the patronage of the General 
Government into the hands of the people. 

“ 1 And a faithful adherence to the provisions 
of our glorious State Constitution.’ ” 


North to rebnunfstlL /rf tb ® almost unanimous sentiment of their oonstitu- must settle the question between the North and 

icMiSX P X ? at U and that the r ® cent overwhelming disaster the South by compromise-that is, by devoting a 
man fv ^ Strunk’tt t £ NeW York ’ and tb ® succession of defeats in portion of the territory that may be acquired from 

“owardioo a S at . a X Hampshire, furnish noon-day evidences of Mexico to slavery, aid leaving the remainder 

< comiromm ’ bv persons in^bio-b «pS°J ter wE d tb ® °°usequenoe8 which must inevitably follow an free. This proposition comes altogether too late, 
not be consistent with NnrlbUn LLL i Wb j abandonment of the principle embodied in the When Louisiana was acquired, slavery existed 
Norttrn“X^^ me LrWnrtb^o Pr ° TiS °' tb ® re ’ and it was suffered to remain, on the ground 

have something to sa,y about what is practical and Tbe HoJ1 ' George Fries was directed by the we oould not disturb a domestic institution, 
what is not >X^ meeting to forward the report of the proceedings P1 ° nda ( Wa f- parobased ’ did f tb ® S ®f ber “ 

enough to submit no longer, like Southern slave! *> the Wash, NBI o n Union, with a request that SlKr fS 

e io a ion of the South, especially when it “ so muoh aa relates to questions of national in- purposes of slavery, When Texas was acquired, 


Another of our Ohio exchanges, whose editor, 
we regret to see, has changed his Opinion in rela¬ 
tion to the Proviso, asks an answer to the follow¬ 
ing questions: 

“ In 1787, Congress passed a law forever pro¬ 
hibiting slavery in the Northwest Territory. 

“Would that law prevent the State of Ohio 


not by what rule of reason or right any subsequent 
Congress could annul this condition, without vi¬ 
tiating the purchase. 

But we are not without a preoedent. The 28th 
Congress, at its second session, passed a joint reso - 
lutioh providing for the annexation of Texas, on 
certain conditions—one of which was, that slavery 
or involuntary servitude should never be tolerated 
in that portion of the territory (or, in terms, the 
States formed out of it), above 36 deg. 30 min., 
while, below that line, the right of the people was 
recognised to deoide whether slavery should ex¬ 
ist among them or not. Thus was it determined, 


from so altering her Constitution as to permit sla- to use the phraseology of the question proposed, 
very in her borders? that a territory which might be acquired, should 

shim m X f01 ‘ a W Wh i d ; b ® governed by certain laws. Texas, through a 

shall afterwards be binding upon a State erected , 

out of such Territory? constitutional Convention pf her people, assented 

“ Can one Congress exercise-the power of ad- t( > this proposition, and ratified all its cohdi- 
nutting a State recognising slavery, and diroctly tions. The succeeding (29th) Congress felt itself 


Fr&m the Albany Atlas. 

“LETTER OF MR. WOOD, 

“ Gentlemen : In connection with the published 
sketch of my remarks, on introducing Mr. Wil¬ 
mot to the meeting assembled at the Capitol to 
respond to tho llerkimev meeting, I will trouble 
you to publish this. Neither are, perhaps, of 
much consequence, except, so far as they are con¬ 
nected with the groat issue before the country, i 
have alluded to the frequent attacks on myself) 
for alleged opposition to the Administration. By 
this I suppose is meant the course I pursued in 
relation to Texas and the Wilmot Proviso; the 
former of which, with the “whole of Oregon,” 
were made by some the test, of adhesion to the 
Administration. To say nothing of the absurdity 
of a Convention, assemliled merely to nominate a 
President, remodelling or interpolating the Demo¬ 
cratic creed, yet where is the President himself 
found, if not in direct opposition to the Adminis- 
tratiorij on one of the tests, (paradoxical as it may 
seem,) just as muoh as he who opposed the Texan 
movement. If it .be true, tbat opposition to one 
was opposition to the Administration, the s.ime is 
equally true of the other. The Baltimore Con¬ 
vention, and some of its issues, have been to this 
oountry a perfect Pandora’s box ; and I have ever 
regretted that the New York delegation did not, 
after the passage of the two-thirds rule, withdraw 
from the v Convention I would not have any one 
suppose that I have any misgivings in relation to 
my course on the Texan question. The longer I 
live, the more convinced I am that I was right; 
and I hope the President may have equal pleasure 


“ I would say, then, let our delegates meet those 
from the North, not as a paramount object to nom¬ 
inate candidates for the Presidency and Vice 
Presidency, but, before entering upon such selec¬ 
tion, to demand of their politioal brethren of the 
North a disavowal of the principles of the Wilmot 
Proviso; an admission of the equal rights of tho 
Sonth with the North to the territory held as.the 
common property of the United States; and a 
declaration in favor of extending the Missouri 
Compromise to all States to be hereafter admitted 
into our Confederacy.” 

The Mecklenburg (N. C.) Jeffersonian is op¬ 
posed to going into a Convention with the North¬ 
ern Democrats, whom it charges with treachery 
on the subject of slavery and the tariff. 

“ Shall we, then, again, commingle with such 
spirits—join again in pledges only that we 'may 
again be deceived and betrayed? By the opposi¬ 
tion of these Northern traitors to principle, the 
tariff could scarcely be reduced; and, by their 
aid, the fanatics were successful in passing the 
Wilmot Proviso through the House—a gross in¬ 
vasion of the Constitution and the rights of the 
slaveholding States. 

“ 1 f we are opposed'to fraternizing in a National 
Convention with such men, how, it may be asked, 
would we have the Southern Democracy proceed? 
We answer—aot for ourselves, through State 
Conventions, or let the people themselves, in their 
primary assemblies, setting aside (the scheming 
and management of political leaders, speak out 
their own sentiments. And, in the South, we be¬ 
lieve, there Would be but one voice among the peo¬ 
ple—and that would be for General Taylor. We 
are not prepared now to say that ho is our first 
ohoice; he is, however, said to be sound as any 
could desire on the tariff' and slavery questions ; 
and, as we before said, these are the great issues 
in which the South has her all at stake. Unless 
we are mistaken as to the soundness of Gen. T.’s 
views upon these questions, or h& utterly refuses 
to run, he will undoubtedly bo the candidate of 
the South; and there oan be as little doubt that 
he will ride triumphantly over all opposition?’ 

The leaders of the Whig party of the South 
seem to be equally decided. It will be recollected 
that the following resolution, offered by Mr. Pal¬ 
frey in the Whig State Convention of Massachu¬ 
setts, after the adoption of strong resolves against 
the extension of slavery, was laid upon the table, 







« Resolved, That the Whigs of Massachusetts 
•will support no men for the offices of President 
and Vice President of the United States, but 
such as are known by their acts or declared opin¬ 
ions to be opposed to the extension of slavery.” 

The Richmond Whig, one of the ablest Whig 
journals in the South, and an advocate of the ex¬ 
treme claims of slaveholders, in commenting on 
this resolution, clearly discloses the bond of union 
of the National Whig and Democratic organiza¬ 
tions, and defines the extent to which the Anti- 
Slavery sections may go, consistently With the 
maintenance of party integrity. 

“ Whenever either party at the North shall de¬ 
termine to act in accordance with the dootrine set 
forth in this insulting resolution, its national or¬ 
ganisation will from that moment cease. We need 
scarcely say that Whig principles have no more 
decided and uncompromising advocate than we 
are; but whenever our political associates at the 
North shall force upon us the alternative of choos¬ 
ing between the'Whig principles on the one hand, 
am} Southern rights and institutions on the other, 
we cannot for a moment hesitate—and we d""" 
err in saying that we speak the unanimous 
of.the’Smu’thern. Whigs—in the course we shall 
pursue, ’ There is no Locofoco in the land, how¬ 


ever steeped in devotion to the doctrines of that 
party, to whom we would hesitate to give our cor¬ 
dial and zealous support, in preference to any 
Whig who should come before us as the nominee 
for the Presidency or Vice Presidency with such a 
label upon his brow as that embodied in Mr. Palfrey's 
resolution. We beg leave on this subject to speak 
frankly and without reserve to the Whigs of the 
North. They may win local triumphs and secure 
State patronage by their rabid zeal on the slavery 
question , and, if their ambition islimiled to this nar¬ 
row sphere, they may act wisely to pursue this course; 
but; it they expect to find any co-operation here, in the 
elevation of their favorites to national offices, they will 
be assuredly disappointed. The slavery question - 
one which affects us of the South exclusively, 
is one whicii the Northern people have no right 
5ant!hropy, they will interpose their offensive offi¬ 
ces, we tell them at once that they will meet, from 
all parties at the South, a united and stern defi- 

The Northern People disclaim any right to dis¬ 
pose of the slavery question, as we understand 
them, any further than the Southern People choose 
to make it a national question. The language of 
the Whig is explicit, it will repudiate any can¬ 
didate for the Presidency, no matter how thorough 
and earnest a Whig, no matter how often he has 
proved his devotion to tho Whig party, no matter 
■though selected by a majority of the suffrages of 
a Whig National Convention, i/ he be opposed to 
the extension of slavery into free territory. Rather 
will it give its voice for any “ Looofoco in the 
land, however steeped in devotion to the doctrines 
of that party!” 

This position is. sustained by the Mobile Daily 
Advertiser , another leading Whig journal of the 
South, which closes an article on “ The Right Po¬ 
sition,” &c., as follows: 

“We have said but little heretofore on this sub¬ 
ject, beoause we have felt it to be one on which 
the South should scorn to argue. We have said 
this much nowin consequence of the action of our 
politioal friends in Massachusetts, and because we 
feel that it is high time the Whigs of the North 
should he made to understand what we believe to 
be the unalterable determination of the united 
Whigs of the South in this matter. We trUBt, 
too, that the Whig press of the South will speak 
out, in bold, firm, and manly terms, the fixed pur¬ 
pose of the party in view of all such proceedings 
as characterized the Whig Convention of Massa¬ 
chusetts. Give the Whigs of the free States to under¬ 
stand that, Whigs as they are, and Whigs as we 
are, me cut loose from them forever, unless they aban¬ 
don the Wilmot Proviso, and desist from all inter¬ 
ference with the peculiar institutions of the South ; that 
on these terms, and on these atone, mil l we go with them 
in a Gbnvention, or co-operate with them in any may 
whatever. Let our Democratic friends do the same, 
and, unlesB the people of the North are lost to all 
sense of justioe, and insensible to the appeals of 
patriotism, they will yield their most unjust and 
unreasonable pretensions, and harmony be once 
more restored between the different sections of 
our common country.” 

What does the New York Tribune say to this? 
A similar declaration by Col. Davis it quoted for 
the special benefit of the New York Democracy, 
and it asked them how they liked it? How does 
the Tribune like the law given by its brethren 
from whom we have just quoted ? In this law, 
thus imperatively proclaimed by Southern Whig Jour¬ 
nals .| roe may find the source of the schemes of North¬ 
ern politicians to substitute the “ No More Territory ” 
issue, for that of the Wilmot Proviso, and to renomi¬ 
nate Henry Clay. 

OFFICIAL MOVEMENTS. 

Governor Towns, of Georgia, in his inaugural 
address, thus alluded to the subject: 

“ Intimately connected with the war, is a ques¬ 
tion of vital concern to the elaveholding Stales ol 
the Union. Should the pernicious principles ol 
the W ilmot Proviso reoeive the sanction of Con¬ 
gress, and become the fixed policy of the federal 
Government in reference to its territory hereafter 
to be acquired, it would constitute a case of fed¬ 
eral usurpation too intolerable for enduranoe. An 
aot repugnant to the Constitution, destructive of 
our rights, and dishonorable to Georgia, as one ot 
the parties to the federal Compact, should re¬ 
ceive, as 1 doubt not it would, the united resistance 
of every true-hearted friend to the State.” 

In the House of Representatives of that State, 
the only record of proceedings on the question,' 
which wc have seen thus far, is the following: 

“ On motion of Mr. f orman, 

“ Resolved, That the Committee on the State 
of the Republic be instructed to make such a re¬ 
port on the subject of the Wilmot Proviso as will 
be a just exhibit of the feelings of the people of 
Georgia, and report at an early day.” 

In the Senate, Major Dunnugan has introduced 
a long series of resolutions, in connection with 
those of Virginia. A correspondent of the Macon 
Telegraph, said by the editor to be a distinguished 
politician, commenting upon them, says: 

“ Upon the slave question, it is a great folly for 
us to rely upon foreign aid to sustain our rights. 
The Van Burens, the Wrights, the Casses, &c., 
will all fail us. 

“ What we most need at this time is concert oi 
action on the part of the slaveholding States. 

• And he who shall be so fortunate as to devise a 
plan, and carry it into successful execution, that 
will unite our people generally, regardless of par¬ 
ty, in their action upon this subject, will be the 
Magnus Apollo of the South, yea, of the whole 
Union; for i believe nothing short of a timely and 
united stand upon this subjeot, by the slavehold¬ 
ing States, can save the Union. 

“ With an aversion as strong as that entertain¬ 
ed by George W ashington to Bectional party di- 
'visions, and with a full knowledge of their danger 
to our glorious Union, yet I firmly believe that 
the time has fully arrived when the people of the 
elaveholding States should meet in Convention, 
confer together, and take a decisive stand against 
the aggressions of the non-slaveholding States.” 

Governor Johnson, of South Carolina, in his 
message, delivered to the Legislature, November 
23d, submits the resolutions of the Legislatures of 
Virginia, Connecticut, and Rhode Island, in re¬ 
lation "to the Proviso, and then remarks : 

“ These conflicting resolutions raised the ques¬ 
tion whether Congress had or had not the con¬ 
stitutional right to prohibit slavery in the States 
admitted into the Union heretofore, and may be 
hereafter admitted. If the question was now to 
be agitated, for the first time, one who is familiar 
with our Government, and has studied onr Con- 
stitutfcjtfin the spirit of its original design, would 
he surprised that such a question was ever raised. 
The States, of which the Union was composed at 
the adoption of the Constitution, were clearly in¬ 
tended to be placed on the footing of precise equal¬ 
ity, and the framers of that instrument would 
have been startled at the idea that those after¬ 
wards to be admitted were to be regarded as un¬ 
worthy of the sacred privileges secured to the 
original States—the right to legislate for thein- 
solves—and that Congress might, by act, prescribe 
rules for their legislation. The argument in fa¬ 
vor of this proposition is based on that provision 
of the Constitution which declares that ‘ Congress 
may admit other States into the Union;’ that this, 
in terms, is a discretionary power; and Congress 
may therefore annex any condition that it thinks 
fit, and, consequently, the right to interdict sla¬ 
very or involuntary servitude. If this be admis¬ 
sible. there is no limitation to the right; and the 
principle, if carried out, would authorize Con¬ 
gress to roserye to itself all the powers of legisla¬ 
tion for the new States, or So to fetter it with i * 
strictions as to leave to them the mere shadow. 

“ The impracticability of enforcing such a i 
striction, in opposition to the interest and wishes 
of the citizens, is a strong, if not a conclusive, ar¬ 
gument against the soundness and correctness of 
the principle. If Indiana, or any other of the 
States on which the restriction has been imposed, 
determined to throw it off. and introduce slavery, 
by what means would the Government enforce it ? 
An army would find nothing to war againBt; and 
a law in violation to the constitutional rights of 
the people, and opposed to their wishes and inte¬ 


rest, would be, and must necessarily prove, whol¬ 
ly inoperative. 

“ The question is one of interest to us mainly 
it affects the balance oj^iowcr in the Goveru- 
snt of the United States, that is even now against 
; and the slaveholding States owe it to them¬ 
selves and to posterity to resist its _ increase by 
any possible means, 1 as an open, undisguised, and. 
unconstitutional oppression on the States hereaf¬ 
ter to be adtaitted into the Union, and'as destruc¬ 
tive of that balance of political power so necessary 
in a country like this to the healthful operations 
of the Government. 

“The Missouri question agitated this Union 
throughout its whole extent, and it was hoped that 
the principle on which it was compromised had 
put it to rest forever. But the non-slaveholding 
States, as if impatient for the strife, and eager for 
the contest, regardless of their constitutional ob¬ 
ligations, and the compromise solemnly entered 
into, again revive it in the form of the Wilmot 
Proviso But it has again been quieted by the 
rejection of the Proviso by tho Senate of the 
United States. It furnishes pregnant evidence, 
however, that they will never suffer any occasion 
to escape, which will afford an opportunity of light¬ 
ing up this firebrand. 

“ The interests and sympathies of the slave- 
holding States »re in unison, and they require 
nothing but firmness, concert of measures, and 
unity of action, to command respect for their rights. 
It requires no spirit of prophecy to foretell that, 
sooner or later, we shall have to meet and finally 
decide this question, and we ought to prepare 

“ I earnestly recommend to your consideration 
the principles of the resolutions of the Legislature 
of Virginia, as a correct exposition of our rights, 
and as pointing out the proper principle of action. 

“ Connected with this subject, is another of deep 
interest to the slaveholding, particularly the bor¬ 
der States; but the evil is felt throughout them 
all. I mean the protection given to our fugitive 
slaves in some places, as in Pennsylvania, under 
the ootor of law, and almost, everywhere in the 
non-slaveholding States, by a thoughtless, reek- 
than the law, and is extended also to those 
that have been seduced or stolen from us, and to 
the seducer and thief. 1 am not aware of any 
means by which wc can protect the individual 
rights of our citizens against the lawless combi¬ 
nation of the citizens of another State, but our 
statutes make it a felony to inveigle, steal, and 
carry away any slave from his owner; and if one 
iffend against these laws, and fly to another State, 
ire have, under the Constitution of the United 
States; the right to demand of the Executive of 
the State in which he has taken refuge his arrest 
and delivery. The right has been denied insome 
instances, and in others the culprits have been 
even more securely protected by the power to 
which 1 have reforred. The laws are impotent, 
and direct force is prohibited by the Constitution. 
Is there no remedy ? It may be ineffectual; but 
I submit to your consideration, whether a liberal 
increase of the contingent fund, to be disbursed 
by the Executive in such way as he thinks fit, to 
bring these offenders to justice, .would not bo ad¬ 
visable.” 

The following proceedings, the report of which 
copied from the Columbia Telegraph, took place 
the Senate of South Carolina on the 25th No¬ 
vember : 

“ SENATE. 

The Senate met to-day at 12 o’clook. 

: Mr. Black submitted a preamble and the fol¬ 
lowing resolutions, which were considered imme¬ 
diately, agreed to unanimously, and referred to 
the Committee on Federal Relations : 

“ Resolved, That the people of South Carolina 
have always manifested, and still entertain, the 
most ardent and devoted attachment to the Union 
of the States of this Republic, and have always 
been, and still are, willing to make any and every 
sacrifice, except those which tyrants alone would 
expect, and slaves submit, to preserve it. 

11 Resolved, That we have seen, with deep regret 
and sorrow, that there exists in many of the North¬ 
ern States of this Confederacy a deep and settled 
hostility to the South, and a mnd and fanatical 
determination to restrict them in tho enjoyment 
of those sacred rights and privileges, for the pres¬ 
ervation of which the Union itself was establish¬ 
ed, by an unprincipled and unwarrantable inter¬ 
ference with the inst itution of slavery. 

“ Resolved, That we have long watched, with 
much anxiety, the incendiary machinations of the 
Abolitionists of the North, but still have enter¬ 
tained the hope that a returning sense of justioe, 
or that a due regard to the sacred charter of our 
rights, guarantied to us by the'Constitution, would 
restrain them in their fanatical career, and pre¬ 
vent a consummation of their destructive designs; 
but the passage by the House of Representatives 
of the United States, at their last session, of the 
Wilmot Proviso, by which the South was to be 
virtually exoluded in the enjoyment of such ter¬ 
ritory as might he acquired from Mexico, by con¬ 
quest or otherwise, and the- resolutions adopted 
on the same subject by the Legislatures of almost 
all the non-slaveholding States of this Union, 
warn us that we have but little ground for hope, 
either from their forbearance, their sense of jus¬ 
tice, their humanity, or patriotism. 

“ Resolved, That this attempt to exclude and 
debase the South is the more vile and unjust, in¬ 
asmuch as the very territory from which we are 
to bo forever excluded is territory which, if ob¬ 
tained at all, will have been acquired in equal 
measure by Southern valor, and has already been 
fully watered with Southern blood. 

“ Resolved, That we have every reason to fear 
that it is the deliberate intention of a reckless and 
fanatical majority of tho non-slaveholding States 
of this Union to make the Wilmot Proviso, or a 
similar provision, the condition to the acquirement 
of any territory to the United States in our pres¬ 
ent war with Mexico; and that, regarding the 
adoption of any such measure as a gross violation 
of the Constitution, an infringement of the rights 
of the South, and a wanton, undisguised insult, a 
submission thereto would be degrading and in¬ 
famous. 

“ Resolved, That we most cordially concur in the 
resolutions adopted by the Legislature of Vir¬ 
ginia on thiB subjeot; and that, in the language 
used by that patriotic Assembly, we feel it to be 
the ‘ duty of every slaveholding State, and of the 
citizens thereof, as they value their dearest priv¬ 
ileges, their sovereignty, their independence, 
their right of property, to take firm, united, and 
concentrated action in this emergency.’ 

“ Resolved^therefore, That in the event of the 
adoption by the Congress of the United States of 
any law or resolution by which the citizens of the 
slaveholding States are to be exoluded from a full, 
perfect, and equal enjoyment of all the rights snd 
privileges in any territory whioh may bo acquired 
from Mexico or any other Power, by the prohibi¬ 
tion of the introduction of slave property into 
such territory, that the Governor of this State, 
for the time being, convene immediately the Le¬ 
gislature thereof, that they may take such action 
as they may deem necessary and becoming. And 
that his Excellency be further desired and re¬ 
quested, during the interval between the summon¬ 
ing of the Legislature, to correspond and consult 
with the constituted authorities of other States, 
with a view to harmonious action on this import¬ 
ant subject. 

“ The Governor’s message was taken up for con¬ 
sideration, and, on motion of Mr. M'oseSj the va¬ 
rious clauses thereof were referred to various com¬ 
mittees. Mr. M. also submitted the following res¬ 
olution : 

“ Resolved, That his Excellency the Governor 
be requested to return, without comment, to the 
Governors <jf Connecticut and Rhode Island, the 
resolutions of those States in relation to the W il¬ 
mot Proviso ; which was agreed to unanimously, 
and referred to the Committee on Federal Re¬ 
lations.” 


than its free, alone has authority, and to its scep¬ 
tre all must bovl! It is too late to expect any 
such self-degradation on the part of the millions 
of non-slaveholders, who are the strength and the 
glory of this Republic. 


PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE. 

Fellow-citizens of the Senate 

and of the House of Representatives: 

The annual meeting of Congress is always an 
interesting event. The Representatives of the 
States and of the People come fresh from their 
constituents, to take counsel together for the corn- 
good. After an existence of near three- 
fourths of a century as ft free and independent 
Republic, the problem no longer remains to be 
solved, whether man is capable of self-govern¬ 
ment. The success of our admirable system is a 
conclusive refutation of the theories of those in 
other countries who maintain that “a favored 
born to rule, and that the mass of man¬ 
kind must be governed by force. Subject to no 
arbitrary or hereditary authority, the People are 
the only sovereigns recognised by our Constitu¬ 
tion. Numerous emigrants, of every lineage and 
language, attracted by the. civil and religious free¬ 
dom we eDjoy, and by our happy oondition, annu¬ 
ally crowd to our shores, and transfer their heart, 
not less than their allegiance, to the country whose 
dominion belongs alone to the People. 

No country has been so much favored, or should 
acknowledge with deeper reverence the manifes¬ 
tations of the Divine protection. An all-wise 
Creator directed and guarded us in our infant 
struggle for freedom, and has constantly watched 
over our surpassing progress, until wc have be¬ 
come one of t he great nations of the earth. 

It is in a country thus favored, and under a 
Government in which the executive and legisla¬ 
tive branches hold their authority for limited pe¬ 
riods, alike from the People, and where all are re¬ 
sponsible to their respective constituencies, that 
it is again my duty to communicate with Congress 
upon the stale of the Union, and the present “"i 
ilitloh of public affairs. 

During the past year, the most gratifying proofk 
are.presented that our country has been blessed 
witli a wide-spread and universal prosperity. 
There has been no period since the Government 
was founded, when all the industrial pursuits of 
our people have been more successful, orwhen la¬ 
bor in nil branches of business has received a 
fairer or better reward. From our abundance we 
have been enabled to perform the pleasing duty 
of furnishing food for the starving millions of less 
favored countries. 

In the enjoyment of the bounties of Providence 
at home, such as have rarely fallen to the lot of 
any people, it is cause of congratulation, that 
Li- intercourse with all the Powers of the earth, 
icept Mexico, continues to be of an amicable 
character. 

It has ever been our cherished policy to culti- 
ite peace and good will with all nations; and this 
policy has been steadily pursued by me. 

No change has taken place in our relations with 
Mexico since the adjournment of the last Con¬ 
gress. The war in which the United States were 
forced to engage with the Government of that 
country still continues. 

I deem it unnecessary, after the full exposition 
of them contained in my message of the 11th of 
May, 1846, and in my annual message atthecom- 
mencement of the session of Congress in Decem¬ 
ber last, to reiterate the serious causes of com¬ 
plaint which we had against Mexico before she 
commenced hostilities. 

It is sufficient on the present occasion to say, 
that the wanton violation of the rights of person 
and property of our citizens committed by Mexi¬ 
co, her repeated acts of bad faith, through a long 
series of years, and her disregard of solemn trea¬ 
ties, stipulating for indemnity to our injured citi¬ 
zens, not only constituted ample cause of war on 
our part, hut were of such an aggravated charac¬ 
ter as would have justified us before the whole 
world in resorting to this extreme remedy. With 
an anxious desire to avoid a rupture between the 
two oountries, we forbore for years to assert our 
clear rights by force, and continued to seek redress 
for the wrongs we had suffered by amicable negoti¬ 
ation, in the hope that Mexico might yield to pa¬ 
cific counsels and the demands of justice. In this 
hope we were disappointed. Our Minister of 
peace sent to Mexico was insultingly rejected. 
The Mexican Government refused even to hear 
the terms of adjustment which he was authorized 
to propose ; and, finally, under wholly unjustifia¬ 
ble pretexts, involved the two oountries in war, 
by invading the territory of the State of Texas, 
striking the first blow, and shedding the blood of 
our citizens on our own soil. 

Though the United States were the aggrieved 
nation, Mexico commenced the war, and we were 
compelled, in self-defence, to repel the invader, 
and to vindicate the national honor and interests 
by prosecuting it with vigor until we could ob¬ 
tain a just and honorable peace. 

On learning that hostilities had been com¬ 
menced by Mexico, I promptly communicated that 
fact, accompanied with a succinct statement of our 
other causes of complaint against Mexico, to Con¬ 
gress ; and that body, by the act of the thirteenth 
of May, 1846, declared that “by the act of the 
Republic of Mexico, a state of war exists between 
that Government and the United States”—this act 
declaring “the war to exist bv the act of the Re¬ 
public of Mexico,” and making provision for its 
prosecution “ to a speedy and successful termina¬ 
tion,” was passed with great unanimity by Con¬ 
gress, there being hut two negative votes in the 
Senate, and but fourteen in the House of Repre¬ 
sentatives. 

The existence of the war having been thus de¬ 
clared by Congress, it became my duty, under the 
Constitution and the laws, to conduct and prose¬ 
cute it. This duty has been performed; and, 
though, at every stage of its progress, I have 


We are pleased to see that there is some re 
in the Legislature—more than could be expected 
in a body of men who seem disposed to prefer, not 
only the existence of slt^ery, but its ^extension into 
free territory, to the continuance of the Union. The 
resolutions, in the event of the passage of the Pro¬ 
viso, contemplate, not a withdrawal of the South 
Carolina delegation from Congress, hut an e; 
ordinary meeting of the Legislature, to see what 
then shall be done! These proceedings excite 
the apprehensions of the editor of the Baltimore 
Clipper. He says: 

“ They are precisely such as we anticipated and 
dreaded. We say dreaded, because they look to 
ulterior measures, should the Wilmot Proviso he 
adopted—measures which bode no good to the 
permanency of the Union; and we ask all men 
who profess attachment to the country, whether 
it would not be more patriotic to forbear to press 
a measure upon Congress which may alienate the 
affections of a portion of the Union, and cause it 
to seek security in separation.” 

Must the Union bow to South Carolina? May 
not the majority of the People of this country de¬ 
clare that they will not spend their money and 
blood for the acquisition of territory, to be cursed 
by slavery, which drives out free labor, and op¬ 
presses the poor white man, as well as crushes 
the bondman, lest South Carolina be excited to 
some “ ulterior measures ?” Did any Northern 
State think of extinguishing the Union, when sla¬ 
very was strengthened by the annexation of Tex¬ 
as? If the majority of the People, and their Rep¬ 
resentatives in Congress, are to he overawed and 
driven from a line of policy plainly constitution¬ 
al, by the menaces of South Carolina, what are 
they hut miserable slaves to an odious interest ? 
That small State, with a slave population larger 


manifested a willingness to terminate it by a just 
peace, Mexico has refused to accede to any terms 
whioh could be accepted by the United States, 
consistently with the national honor and interest. 

The rapid and ’brilliant successes of our arms, 
and the vast extent of the enemy’s territory which 
had been overrun and conquered, before the close 
of the last session of Congress, were fully known 
to that body. Since that time, the war has been 
prosecuted with increased energy, and I am grati¬ 
fied to state with a success which commands uni¬ 
versal admiration. History presents no parallel 
of so many glorious victories achieved by any na¬ 
tion within so short a period. Our army, regu¬ 
lars and volunteers, have covered themselves with 
imperishable honors. Whenever and wherever 
our forces have encountered the enemy, though 
he was in vastly superior numbers, and often en- 
tretfthed in fortified positions of his own selection, 
and of great strength, he has been defeated. Too 
much praise cannot he bestowed upon our officers 
and men, regulars and volunteers, for their gal¬ 
lantry, discipline^ indomitable courage and perse¬ 
verance, all seeking the post of danger, and 
in'g with each other in deeds of noble daring. 

While every pariot’s heart must exult, and a 
just national pride animate every bosom, in be¬ 
holding the high proofs of courage, consummate 
military skill, steady discipline, and humanity to 
the vanquished enemy, exhibited by our gallant 
army, the nation is called to mourn over the loss of 
many brave officers and soldiers who have fallen in 
defence of their country’s honor and intertsts. The 
brave dead met their melancholy fate in a for¬ 
eign land, nobly discharging their duty, and with 
their country’s flag waving triumphantly in tho 
face of the foe. Their patriotic deeds are justly 
appreciated, and will long be remembered by their 
grateful countrymen. The parental care of the 
Government they loved and served should be 
tended to their surviving families. 

Shortly after the adjournment of the last s 
sion of Congress, the gratifying intelligence was 
received of the signal victory of Buena Vista and 
of the fall of the city of Vera Crnz, and with it 
the strong castle of San Juan de Ulua, by whioh 
it was defended. Believing that after these and 
other successes, so honorable to our arms and so 
disastrous to Mexico, the period was propitious to 
afford her another opportunity, if she thought 
proper to embrace it, to enter into negotiations 
for peace, a commissioner was appointed to pro¬ 
ceed to the headquarters of our army, with full 
powers to enter upon negotiations, and to conclude 
a just and honorable treaty of peace. He was not 
directed to make any new overtures of peace, but 
was the bearer of a despatch from the Secretary 
of State of the United States to the Minister of 
Foreign Affairs of Mexico, in reply to one re¬ 
ceived from the latter of the 22d of February, 
1847, in which the Mgxican Government was in¬ 
formed of his appointment, and of his presence 
at the headquarters of our army, and that he was 
invested with full powers to conclude a definitive 
treaty of peace whenever the Mexican Govern¬ 
ment might signify a desire to do so. While I 
was unwilling to subject the United States to an¬ 
other indignant refusal, I was yet resolved that 
the evils of the war should not be protracted a 
day longer than might be rendered absolutely ne¬ 
cessary by the Mexican Government. 

Care was taken to give no instructions to the 
Commissioner which could in any way interfere 
with our military operations, or relax our ener¬ 
gies in the prosecution of the war. He possessed 
no authority in any manner to control these ope¬ 
rations. He was authorized to exhibit his in¬ 
structions to the General in command of the 
army; and in the event of a treaty being con¬ 
cluded and ratified on the part of Mexico, he was 
directed to give him notice of that fact. On the 
happening of such contingency, and on receiving 
notice thereof, the General in command was in¬ 
structed by the Secretary of War to suspend fur¬ 
ther active military operations until further or¬ 
ders. These instructions were given with a view 
to intermit hostilities, until the treaty thus rati¬ 
fied by Mexico could be transmitted to Washing¬ 


ton, and receive the action of the Government of 
the United States. 

The Commissioner was also directed, on reach¬ 
ing the army, to deliver to the General in com¬ 
mand the despatch which fife bore from the Secre¬ 
tary of State to the Minister of Foreign Affairs 
of Mexico, and, on reoeiving it, the General was 
instructed by the Secretary of War to cause it 
to be transmitted to the commander of the Mexi¬ 
can forces, with a request that it might be com¬ 
municated to his Government. 

The Commissioner did not reach- the head¬ 
quarters of the army until after another brilliant 
victory had crowned our arms at Cerro Gordo. 

The despatch which he bore from the Secretary 
of War to the General in command of the army, 
was received by that officer, then at Jala pa, on 
the 7th day of May, 1847, together with the des¬ 
patch from the Secretary of State to the Miuister 
of Foreign Affairs of Mexico, having been trans¬ 
mitted to him from Vera Cruz. The Commis¬ 
sioner arrived at the headquarters of the army a 
few days afterwards. His presenoe with the army 
and his diplomatic character were made known 
to the Mexican Government, from Puebla, on the 
12th of June, 1847, by the transmission of the 
despatch from the Secretary of State to the Min¬ 
ister of Foreign Affairs of Mexico. 

Many weeks elapsed after its receipt, and no 
overtures were made, nor was any desire express¬ 
ed by the Mexican Government to enter into ne¬ 
gotiations for peace. 

Our army pursued its march upon the capital, 
and. as it approached it, was met by formidable 
resistance. Our forces first encountered the en¬ 
emy, and achieved signal victories in the severely 
contested battles of Contreras and Churubnsco. 
It was not until after these actions had resulted 
in decisive victories, and the capital of the ene¬ 
my was within our power, that the Mexican Gov¬ 
ernment manifested any disposition to enter into 
negotiations for peace; and even then, as events 
have proved, there is too much reason to beliei 
they were insincere, and that, in agreeing to { 
through the forms of negotiation, the object wi 
to gain time to strengthen the defences of their 
capital, and to prepare for fresh resistance. 

The General in command of the army deemed 
it expedient to suspend hostilities temporarily, 
by entering into an armistice with a view to the 
opening of negotiations. Commissioners were 
appointed on the part of Mexico to meet the com¬ 
missioner on the part of the United States. The 
result of the conferences which took place between 
these functionaries of the two Governments 
a failure to conclude a treaty of peace. 

The commissioner of the United States took 
with him the project of a treaty already prepar¬ 
ed, by the terms of which the indemnity re¬ 
quired by the United States was a cession of ter¬ 
ritory. 

is well known that the only indemnity which 
in the power of Mexico to make in satisfac- 
of the just and long deferred claims of 
__ ens against her, and the only means by which 
she can reimburse the United States for the.ex¬ 
penses of the war, is a cession to the United 
States of a portion of her territory. Mexico has 
no money to pay, and no other means of making 
the required indemnity, if we refuse this, we 
can obtain nothing else. To reject indemnity, by 
refusing to accept a cession of territory, would 
be to abandon all our just demands, and to wage 
the war, bearing all its expenses, without a pur¬ 
pose or definite object. 

A state of war abrogates treaties previously ex¬ 
isting between the belligerents, and a treaty ot 
peace puts an end to all claims for indemnity— 
for tortious acts committed, under the authority 
of one Government, against the citizens or sub 
jects of another, unless they are provided for ii 
its stipulations. A treaty of peace which would 
terminate the existing war, without providing for 
indemnity, would enable Mexico—the acknow¬ 
ledged debtor, and herself the' aggressor in the 
war—to relieve herself from her just liabilities. 
By such a treaty, our citizens, who hold just de¬ 
mands against her, would have no remedy either 
against Mexico or their own Government. Our 
duty to these citizens must forever prevent such 
a peace, and no treaty which does not provide am¬ 
ple means of discharging these demands can re¬ 
ceive my sanction. 

A treaty of peace should settle all existing dif¬ 
ferences between the two countries. If an adequate 
cession of territory should be made by such a 
treaty, the United States should release Mexico 
from all her liabilities, and assume tbeir payment 
to our own citizens. If, instead of this, the Unit¬ 
ed States were to consent to a treaty by which 
Mexico should again engage to pay the heavy 
amount of indebtedness which a just indemnity 
to our Government and onr citizens would impose 
on her, it is notorious that she does not possess 
the means to meet such an undertaking. From 
such a treaty no result could be anticipated, but 
the same irritating disappointments which have 
heretofore attended the violations of similar 
treaty stipulations on the part of Mexico. . Such 
a treaty would he but a temporary cessation of 
hostilities, without the restoration of the friend¬ 
ship and good understanding which should char¬ 
acterize the future intercourse between the two 
countries. 

That Congress contemplated the acquisition of 
territorial indemnity when that body made pro¬ 
vision for the prosecution of the war, is obvious. 
Congress could not have meant—when, in May, 
1846, they appropriated ten millions of dollars, 
and authorized the President to employ the mili¬ 
tia and naval and military forces of the United 
States, and to accept the services of fifty thousand 
volunteers, to enable him to prosecute the war ; 
and when, at their last session, and after our ar¬ 
my had invaded Mexico, they made additional 
appropriations and authorized the raising of ad¬ 
ditional troops for the same purpose—that no in¬ 
demnity was to be obtained from Mexico at the 
conclusion of the war; and yet it was certain 
that, if no Mexican territory was acquired, no 
indemnity could be obtained. 

It is further manifest that Congress contemplat¬ 
ed territorial indemnity, from the fact that, at 
their laBt session, an act was passed, upon the 
Executive recommendation, appropriating three 


tory of that State lying between the Nueces and 
the Rio GraDde, included within her limits by her 
laws when she was an independent Republic, and 
when she was annexed t.o the United States, and 
admitied by Congress as one of the States of 
our Union. It contained no provision for tlie pay¬ 
ment by M exico of the just claims of our citizens 
It required indemnity to Mexican citizens for in¬ 
juries they may have sustained by our troops in 
the prosecution of the war. It demanded the right 
for Mexico to levy and collect the Mexican tariff 
of duties on goo'ds imported into her ports while 
our military occupation, during the war, and 
owners of which had paid to officers of the 
United States the military contributions which 
had been levied upon them; and it offered to cede 
' e United States, Cor a pecuniary considera- 
. that part of Upper California lying north oi 
latitude thirty-seven degrees. Such were the un¬ 
reasonable terms proposed by the Mexican corn- 


millions of dollars, with that express object. This 
appropriation was made “ to enable the President 
to conclude a treaty of peace, limits, and bounda¬ 
ries, with the Republic of Mexico, to be used by 
him in the event that said treaty, when signed by 
the authorized agents of the two Governments, 
and duly ratified by Mexico, shall call for the ex¬ 
penditure of the same, or any part thereof.”. The 
object of asking this appropriation was distinctly 
stated in the several messages on the subject which 
I communicated to Congress. Similar appropria¬ 
tions, made in 1803 and 1806, which were referred 
to, were intended to be applied in part considera¬ 
tion for the cession of Louisiana and the Floridas. 
In like manner, it was anticipated that, in settling 
the terms of the treaty of “ limits and boundaries” 
with Mexico, a cession of territory, estimated to 
he of greater value than the amount of our de¬ 
mands against her, might be obtained; and that 
the prompt payment of this sum—in part consid¬ 
eration for the territory ceded—on the conclusion 
of a treaty, and its ratification on her part, might 
be an inducement with her to make such a cession 
of territory as would he satisfactory to the United 
States. And, although the failure to conclude 
such a treaty has rendered it unnecessary to use 
any part of the three millions of dollars appro¬ 
priated by that act, and the entire sum ren"""° 
in the Treasury, it is still applicable to 
object, should the contingency occur making such 
application proper. 

The doctrine of No Territory, is the doctrine 
of No Indemnity; and, if sanctioned, would be a 
public acknowledgment that our country waB 
wrong, and that the war declared by Congress, 
with extraordinary unanimity, was unjust, and 
should be abandoned—an admission unfounded i 


States were not only just to Mexico, but, consid¬ 
ering the character and amount of our claims, the 
unjustifiable and unprovoked commencement of 
hostilities by her, the expenses of the war to which 
we have been subjected, and the success which 
had attended our arms, were deemed to be of 
most liberal character. 

The commissioner of the United Stat es was at 
thorized to agree to the establishment of the Rio 
Grande as the boundary, from its entrance into 
the Gulf to its intersection with the southern 
boundary of New Mexico, in north latitude about 
thirty-two degrees, and to obtain a cession to the 
United States of the Provinces of New Mexico 
and the Californias, and the privilege of the right 
of way across the Isthmus of Tehuantepec. The 
boundary of the Rio Grande, and the cession to 
the United States of New Mexico and Upper Cal¬ 
ifornia, constituted an ultimatum which our cor 
missioner was, under no circumstances, to yield. 

That it might be manifest, not only to Mexico, 
but to ail other nations, that the United States 
were not disposed to take advantage of a fee¬ 
ble Power, by insisting upon wresting from her 
all the other provinces, including many of her 
principal towns and cities, which we had conquer¬ 
ed and held in our military occupation, but were 
willing to conclude a treaty in a spirit of liberal¬ 
ity, our commissioner was authorized to stipulate 
for the restoration to Mexico of all our other 
conquests. 

As the territory to be acquired by the boun¬ 
dary proposed might be estimated to be of greater 
value than a fair equivalent for our just demands, 
our commissioner was authorized to stipulate for 
the payment of such additional pecuniary consid¬ 
eration as was deemed reasonable. 

The terms of a treaty proposed by the Mexican 
commissioners were wholly inadmissible. They 
negotiated as if Mexico were the victorious, and 
not the vanquished party. They must have known 
that their ultimatum could never he accepted. It 
required the United States to dismember Texas, 
by surrendering to Mexico tliat part of the terri- 


the United Stales, by Mexico, 
of the Provinces of New Mexico and tho Califor¬ 
nias, as proposed by the commissioner of the 
United States, it was believed, would be more in 
accordance with the convenience and interests of 
both nations, than any other cession of territory 
which it was probable Mexico could be induced to 

It is manifest to all who have observed the ac¬ 
tual condition of the Mexican Government, for 
some years past, and at present,' that, if these 
provinces should be retained by her, she could not 
lODg continue to hold and govern them. Mexico, 
is too feeble a Power to govern these Provinces, 
lying as they do at a distance of more than a thou¬ 
sand miles from her capital, and, if attempted to 
be retained by her, they would constitute but for 
a short time, even nominally, a part of her domiri- 

This would be especially the caBe with Upper 
California. The sagacity of powerful European 
nations has long since directed their attention to 
the commercial importance of that province, and 
there can be little doubt that the moment tho 
United States shall relinquish their present occu¬ 
pation of it, and their claim to it as indemnity, an 
effort would be made by Borne foreign Power to 
possess it, either by conquest or by purchase. 11 
no foreign Government should acquire it in either 
of these modes, an independent revolutionary Gov¬ 
ernment would probably be established by the in¬ 
habitants, and such foreigners as may remain in 
or remove to the country, as soon as it shall he 
known that the United Slates have abandoned it. 
Such a Government would be too feeble long to 
maintain its separate independent existence, anti 
would finally become annexed to, or be a depend¬ 
ent colony of, some more powerful State. 

Should any foreign Government attempt to pos¬ 
sess it as a colony, or otherwise to incorporate ii 
with itself, the principle avowed by President 
Monroe in 1824, and reaffirmed in my first annual 
message, that no foreign Power shall, with our 
consent, be permitted to plant or establish any 
new colony or dominion on any part of the North 
American continent, must be maintained. In 
maintaining this principle, and in resisting its 
invasion by any foreign Power, we might be in¬ 
volved in other wars more expensive and more 
difficult than that in which we are now engaged. 

The Provinces of New Mexico and the Cali¬ 
fornias are contiguous to the territories of the 
United States, and if brought under the govern¬ 
ment of our laws, their resources—mineral, agri¬ 
cultural, manufacturing, and commercial—would 
soon be developed. 

[ Upper California is bounded on the north by 
our Oregon possessions; and if held by the United 
States, would soon be settled by a hardy, enter¬ 
prising, and intelligent portion of onr population. 
The bay of ..San Francisco, and other harbors 
along the Californian coast, would afford shelter 
for our Davy, for onr numerous whale ships, and 
other merchant vessels employed in the Pacific 
ocean, and would in a short period become tho 
marts of an extensive and profitable commerce 
with China, and other countries of the East. 

These advantages, in which the whole commer¬ 
cial world would participate, would at once be 
secured to the United States by the cession of this 
territory; while it is certain that as long as it 
ains a part of the Mexican dominions, they 
be enjoyed neither by Mexico herself nor by 
any other nation. 

New Mexico is a frontier provinoe, and has 
;ver been of any considerable value to Mexico. 
From its locality, it is naturally connected with 
our western settlements. The territorial limits 
of the State of Texas, too, as defined by her laws, 
before her admission into our Union, embrace all 
that portion of New Mexico lying east of the Rio 
Grande, while Mexico still claims to hold this 
territory as a part of her dominions. The adjust¬ 
ment of this question of boundary is important. 

There is another consideration which induced 
the belief that the Mexican Government might 
even desjre to place this Province under the pro¬ 
tection of the Government of the United States. 
Numerous bands of fierce and warlike savages 
wander .over it, and upon its borders. Mexico 
has been, and must continue to be, too feeble to 
restrain them from committing depredations, rob¬ 
beries, and murders, not only upon the inhabitants 
of New Mexico itself, but upon those of the other 
northern States of Mexico, it would be a bless- 
ig to all these northern States to have their 
itizens protected Against them by the power ot 
the United States. At this moment, many Mexi¬ 
cans, principally females and children, are in cap¬ 
tivity among them. If New Mexico were held 
and governed by the United States, we could 
effectually prevent these tribes from committing 
such outrages, and compel them to release these 
captives, and restore them to their famili' J 
friends. 

In proposing to acquire New Mexico and the 
Californias, it was known that but an inconsider¬ 
able portion of the Mexican people would he 
transierred with them, the country embraced 
within these Provinces being chiefly an uninhabit¬ 
ed region. 

These were the leading considerations which 
induced me to authorize the terms of peace whioh 
were proposed to Mexico. They were rejeoted; 
and, negotiations being at an end, hostilities were 
renewed. An assault was made by our gallant 
army upon the strongly fortified places near the 
gates of the city of Mexico, and upon the city it¬ 
self; and after several days of severe conflict, the 
Mexican forces, vastly superior in number to our 
own, were driven from the city, and it was occu¬ 
pied by our troops. 

Immediately after information was reoeived of 
the unfavorable result of the negotiations, believ¬ 
ing that his continued presence with the army 
could be productive of no good, I determined to 
recall our commissioner. A despatch to this effect 
was transmitted to him on the sixth of October 
last. The Mexican Government will be inform¬ 
ed of his recall; and that, in the existing state of 
things, I shall not deem it proper to make any 
further overtures of peace, but shall be at all 
times ready to reoeive and consider any proposals 
whioh may be made by Mexico. 

Since the liberal proposition of the U nited States 

was authorized to l- 

penditures have been incurred, and the precious 
blood of many of our patriotic fellow-citizens has 
been shed in the prosecution of the war. This 
consideration, and the obstinate perseverance of 
Mexico in protracting the war, must influence the 
terms of peace which it may be deemed proper 
hereafter to acoept. 

Our arms having been everywhere victorious, 
having subjected to our military occupation a large 
portion of the enemy’s country, including hie 
capital, and negotiations for peace having failed, 
the important questions arise, in what manner the 
war ought to be prosecuted? and what shonld be 
our future policy ? I cannot doubt that we should 
secure and render available the conquests which 
we have already made; and that, with this view, 
we should hold and occupy, by our zotyal and 
military forces, all the ports, towns, cities, and 
provinces, now in our occupation or which may 
hereafter fall into our possession; that we should 
press forward our military operations, and levy 
such military contributions on the enemy as may, 
as far as practicable, defray the future expenses 
of the war. 

Had the Government of Mexico acceded to the 
equitable and liberal terms proposed, that mode 
of adjustment would have been preferred. Mex¬ 
ico having declined to do this, and failed to offer 
any other terms which could be acoepted by the 
United States, the national honor, no leas than 
the public interests, requires that the war should 
be prosecuted with increased energy and power 
until a just and satisfactory peace can be obtain¬ 
ed. In the mean time, as Mexico refuses all in¬ 
demnity, we should adopt measures' to indemnify 
ourselves, by appropriating permanently a portion 
of her territory. Early after the commencement 
of the war, New Mexico and the Californias were 
taken possession of by our forces. Our military 
and naval commanders wero ordered to conquer 
and hold them, subject to be disposed of by a trea¬ 
ty of peace. 

These provinces are now in our undisputed oc¬ 
cupation, and have been for so many months; all: 


sistance on the part of Mexico having ceased with- 
their limits. I am satisfied that they should 
ver be surrendered to Mexico. Should Con¬ 
gress concur with me in this opinion, and that 


hereafter he considered os constituent parts of 
our country, the early establishment of Territorial 
Governments over them will be important for the 
more perfect protection of persons and property ; 
and 1 recommend that such Territorial Govern¬ 
ments be established. It will promote peace and 
tranquillity among the inhabitants, by allaying all 
apprehension that, they may still entertain of be¬ 
ing again subjected to tho jurisdiction of Mexico. 

I invite the early and favorable consideration of 
Congress to this important subject. 

Besides New Mexico and tho Californias, there 
are other Mexican provinces which have been 
reduced to our possession by conquest. Thest 
other Mexican provinces are now governed by 
our military and naval commanders, under the 
general authority whioh is conferred upon a con¬ 
queror by the laws of war. They should con¬ 
tinue to be hold as a means of ooercing Mexico to 
accede to just terms of pence. Civil as well as 
military officers are required to conduct, such is 
Government. Adequate compensation to be drawn 
from contributions levied on the enemy should In¬ 
fixed by law for such officers as may bo thus em¬ 
ployed. What further provision may become ne¬ 
cessary, and what final disposition it may be pro¬ 
per to make of them, must depend on the future 
progress of the war, and the course which Mexi- 
i may think proper hereafter to pursue. 

With the views I entertain, I cannot favor the 
policy whioh has been suggested, either to with¬ 
draw our army altogether, or to retire to a desig¬ 
nated line, and^ simply hold and defend it. To 
withdraw bur army altogether from the conquests 
they have made by deeds of unparalleled bravery, 
and at the expense of so much blood and treasure, 
a just war on onr part, and one which, by the 
; of the enemy, we could not honorably have 
avoided, would be to degrade the nation in its 
r n estimation and in that of the world. 

To retire to a line, and simply hold and defend 
would not terminate the war. On tbe.contra- 
|, it would encourage Mexico to persevere, and 
tend to protract it indefinitely. It is not to be ex¬ 
pected that Mexioo, after refusing to establish 
such a line as a permanent boundary, when our 
victorious army are in possession of her capita), 
and in the heart of her country, would permit us 
to hold it without resistance. That she would 
contiuae the war, and in them set karaeeing and 
annoying forms, there oan be no doubt. A bor¬ 
der warfare of the most savage character, extend¬ 
ing over a long line, would be unceasingly waged. 

It would require a large army to be kept constant¬ 
ly in the field, stationed at posts and garrisons 
along such a line, to protect and defend it. Tht 
— ly, relieved from the pressure of onr arms on 
oasts and in the populous parts of the inte- 
| would direct his attention to this line, and. 
selecting an isolated post for attack, would con¬ 
centrate his forces upon it. This would be a 
condition of affairs which the Mexicans, pursuing 
their favorite system of guerilla warfare, would 
probably prefer to any other. Were we to as¬ 
sume a defensive attitude on such a line, all the 
advantages of such a state of war would be on the 
side of the enemy. We could levy no contribu¬ 
tions upon him, or in any other way make hii 
feel the pressure of the war, but must remain ii 
active and await his approach, being in constant 
uncertainty at what point Sn the line, or at what 
time, he might make an assault. He may assem¬ 
ble and organize an overwhelming force in the in¬ 
terior, on his own side of the line, and, concealing 
his purpose, make a sudden assault upon so 
of our posts so distant from any other as 
vent the possibility of timely succor or reinforce¬ 
ments ; and in this way our gallant army would 
be exposed to the danger of being cut off in de¬ 
tail; or if, by their unequalled bravery and prow¬ 
ess, everywhere exhibited during this war, they 
should repulse the enemy, their numbers station¬ 
ed at any one post may be too small to pursut 
him. Jf the enemy be repulsed in one attack, ht 
would have nothing to do but to retreat to hii 
own side of the line, and, being in no fear of s 
.pursuing army, may reinforce himself at leisure, 
for another attack on the same or some other 
post. He may, too, cross the lino between our 
posts, make rapid incursions into the country 
which we hold, murder the inhabitants, com¬ 
mit depredations on them, and then retreat 
to the interior before a sufficient force can be 
concentrated to pursue him. Such would proba¬ 
bly he the harassing oharacter of a mere defensive 
war on onr part, it' our forces, when attacked, ~ 
threatened with attack, be permitted to cross t 
line, drive back the enemy, and conquer him, this 
would be again to invade the enemy’s country, af¬ 
ter having lost all the advantages of the conquests 
we have already made, by having voluntarily 
abandoned them. To hold such a line successful¬ 
ly and in security, it is far from being certain that 
it would not require as large an army as would 
be necessary to hold all the conquests we have al¬ 
ready made, and to continue the prosecution j| 
tho war in the heart of the enemy’s country, 
is also far from being certain that the expenses 
the war would be diminished by such a policy. 

I am persuaded that the bust means of vindica 
ing the national honor and interest, and of bring¬ 
ing the war to anhonorable close, willhe to prose¬ 
cute it with increased energy and power in the 
vital parts of the enemy’s country. 

In my annual message to Congress of Decem¬ 
ber last, I declared that “ the war has not been 
waged with a view to conquest; but having been 
commenced by Mexico, it has been carried into 
the enemy’s oountry, and will be vigorously pros¬ 
ecuted there, with a view to obtain an honorable 
peace, and thereby secure ample indemnity for 
the expenses of the war, as well as to our much- 
injured citizens, who hold large pecuniary de¬ 
mands against Mexico.” Such, in my judgment, 
continues to be our true policy—indeed, the only 
policy which will probably seoure a permanent, 
peace. 

It has never been contemplated by me, as an 
object of the war, to make a permanent conquest 
of the Republic of Mexico, or to annihilate her 
separate existence as an independent nation. On 
the contrary, it has ever been my desire that she 
should maintain her nationality, and, under a good 
Government, adapted to her condition, be a free, 
independent, and prosperous republic. The Uni¬ 
ted States were the first among the nations to re¬ 
cognise her independence, and have always de¬ 
sired to be on terms of amity and good neighbor ■ 
hood with her. This she would not suffer. By 
her own conduct we have been compelled to en¬ 
gage in tho present war. In its prosecution, we 
seek not her overthrow as a nation; but, in vin¬ 
dicating our national honor, we seek to obtain re¬ 
dress for the wrongs she has done us, and indem¬ 
nity for our just demands against her. We de¬ 
mand an honorable peace; and that peace must 
bring with it indemnity for the past, and security 
for the future. Hitherto Mexico has refused all 
accommodation by which such a peaoe could be 
obtained. 

Whilst our armies have advanced from victory 
to viotory, from the commencement of tho war, it 
has always been with the olive-branch of peace 
in their hands; and it has been in the power of 
Mexioo, at every ‘step, to arrest hostilities by ac¬ 
cepting it. 

One great obstacle to the attainment of peace 
has, undoubtedly, arisen from the fact,. that Mex¬ 
ico has been so long held in subjection by one 
faotion or military usurper after another, and 
such has been the condition ofinsecurity in which 
their successive Governments have been placed, 
that each has been deterred from makiDg peace, 
lest, for this very cause, a rival faction might 
expel it from power. ■ Such was the fate of Pre¬ 
sident Herrera’s administration in 1845, for being 
disposed even to listen, to the overtures of the 
United States to prevent the war, as is fully con¬ 
firmed by an official correspondence which took 
place in the month of August laBt, between him 
and his Government, a copy of which is herewith 
communicated. “ For this cause alone, the revo¬ 
lution which displaced him from power was set on 
foot” by General-Earedes. Such mity_ be the 
condition of insecurity of the present Government. 

There can be no doubt that the peaceable and 
well-disposed inhabitants of Mexico are con¬ 
vinced that it is the true interest of their country 
to conclude an honorable peace with the United 
States; but the apprehension of becoming the 
victims of some military faction or usurper may 
have prevented them from manifesting their feel¬ 
ings by any public act.. The removal of any such 
apprehension would probably oause them to speak 
their sentiments freely, and to adopt the measures 
necessary for the restoration of peace. With a 
people distracted and divided by contending lac 
lions, and a Government Bubject to constat 
changes, by successive revolutions, the continued 
successes of our arms may fail to secure a satis¬ 
factory peace. In such event, it may become pro¬ 
per for our commanding' generals in the field tc 
give encouragement and assurances of protection 
to the friends of peace in Mexico in the establish¬ 
ment and maintenance of a free republican 
Government of their own choice, able and willing 
to conclude a peace which would be just to them, 
and secure to us,the indemnity we demand. This 
may become the only mode of obtaining such a 
peace Should such be the result, the war which 
Mexico has forced upon us would thus be ~“ 
verted into an enduring blessing to hei 
After finding her torn and distracted by 
and ruled by military usurpers. 


taking the full measure of indemnity into our 
own hands, and must enforce the terms which our 
honor demands. 

act otherwise, in the existing state of things 
sxico, and to withdraw our army without a' 
peace, would not only leave all the wrongs of 
which we complain unredressed, but would bo 
the signal for new and fierce civil dissensions and 
new revolutions—all alike hostile to peaceful rela¬ 
tions with the United States. 

Besides, there is a danger, if our troops wero 
withdrawn before a peace was concluded, that the 
Mexican people, wearied with successive revolu¬ 
tions, and deprived of protection for their persons 
and property, might at length be inclined to yield 
" oign influences, and to oast themselves into 
•ms of some European monarch for protec- 
I'orn the anarchy and suffering whioh would 
. This, for our own safety, and in pur- 
e of our established policy, we should be 
compelled to resist. We could never consent 
that Mexico should be. thus converted into a 
monarchy, governed by a foreign prince. 

Mexico is our near neighbor, and her boun¬ 
daries are coterminous with onr own, through the 
■hole extent across the North American conti- 
ent., from ocean to ocean. Both politically and 
.urmnereiftlly, we have the deepest interest in her 
regeneration and prosperity. Indeed, it is im¬ 
possible that, with any just regard to our owu 
safety, we can ever become Indifferent to her fate, 
.j.jlt. may be that the Mexioan Government and 
people have misconstrued or misunderstood our 
forbearance, and our objects, in desiring to con¬ 
clude an amicable adjustment of tho existing dif¬ 
ferences between the two countries. They may 
have supposed that we would submit to terms de¬ 
grading to the nation; or they may have drawn 
thlse inferences from the supposed division of 
opinion in the United States on the subjeot of tho 
war, and ma.y have calculated to gain much by 
protracting it; und, indeed, that we might, ulti¬ 
mately abandon it altogether, without insisting 
on any indemnity, territorial or otherwise. 
Whatever may bo tho false impressions under 
which they have acted, the adoption and prose¬ 
cution of the energetic policy proposed must soon 
undeceive them, 

the future prosecution of the war, the ene- 
„ mst be made to feel itB pressure more than 
they heve heretofore done. At its commencement 
it was deemed proper to conduct it in a spirit of 
forbearance and liberality. With this end in 
early measures were adopted to conciliate, 
r as a state of war would permit, the mass of 
the Mexican'population; to convince them that 
var was waged not against the peaceful inhabit- 
.. of Mexico, but against their faithless Gov¬ 
ernment., which had commenced hostilities; to re¬ 
move from their minds the false impressions 
which their designing and interested rulers had 
artfully attempted to make, that the war on our 
part was one of conquest; that it was a war 
againBt their religion and their churches, which 
wero to he desecrated and overthrown; and that 
their rights of person and private property would 
be violated. To remove these false impressions, 
our commanders in the field were directed scru¬ 
pulously to respeot their religion, their churches, 
and their church property, which w~“ — 


they should be retained by the United States as 
indemnity, I can perceive no good reason why the 
civil jurisdiction and' laws of the United States 
should not at once be extended over them. To 
wait for a treaty of peaoe, such as we are willing 
to make, by which our relations towards them 
would not be changed, cannot be good policy; 
whilst our own interest, and that of the people in¬ 
habiting them, require that a stable, responsible, 
and free Government under our authority should, 
as soon as possible, be established over them. 
Should Congress, therefore, determine to hold 
these provinces permanently, and that they shall 


| H_■)_I__ w should thi 

leave her with a republican Government in the 
enjoyment of real independence, and domestic 
peace and prosperity, performing all her relative 
duties in the great family pf nations, and pro¬ 
moting her own happiness by wise laws and their 
faithful execution. 

If, after affording this encouragement and pro¬ 
tection, and after all the persevering and sincere 
efforts we have made, from the moment Mexico 
commenced the war, and prior to that time, to 
adjust our differences with her, we shall ulti¬ 
mately fail, then we shall have exhausted all 
honorable means in pursuit of peace, and must 
continue to oocupy her country with our troops, 


be violated; they were directed also 
to respect the rights of persons and property of 
all who should not take up arms against us. 

Assurances to this effect were given to tho 
Mexican people by Major General Taylor, in a 
proclamation issued in pursuance of instructions 
from the Secretary of War, in the month of June, 
1846, and again by Major General Scott, who 
acted upon his own convictions of the propriety 
of issuing it in a proclamation of May 11th, J847. 

In ihis spirit of liberality and conciliation, and 
with a view to prevent the body of the Mexican 
population from taking up arms against us, was 
the war conducted on our part. Provisions and 
other supplies furnished to our army by Mexioan 
citizens were paid for at fair and liberal prioes 
agreed upon by the parties. After the lapse of a 
few months, it became apparent that these assur¬ 
ances, and this mild treatment, had failed to pro¬ 
duce the desired effect upon tho Mexioan popula¬ 
tion. While the war had been conducted on our 
part according to the most humano and liberal 
principles observed by civilized nations, it was 
waged in a far different spirit on the part of 
Mexioo Not appreciating our forbearance, the 
Mexican people generally became hostile to the 
United Statos, and availed themselves of every 
opportunity to commit the most savage excesses 
upon our troops. Large numbers of the popula¬ 
tion took up arms, and, engaging in guerilla war¬ 
fare, robbed and murdered in the most cruel man¬ 
ner individual soldiers, or small parties, whom 
accident or other causes had separated from the 
main body of our army ; bands of guerilleras and 
robbers, infested the roads, harassed our trains, 
and, whenever it was in their power, cut off our 
supplies. 

The Mexicans having thus shown themselves 
to be wholly inoapable of appreciating our for¬ 
bearance and liberality, it was deemed proper to 
change the manner of conducting the war, by 
making them feel its pressure, according to the 
usages observed under similar circumstances by 
all other civilized nations. 

Accordingly, as early as the 22d of September, 
1S46, instructions were given by the Secretary of 
War to Major General Taylor to “draw sup¬ 
plies” for our army “from the enemy, without 
paying for them, and to,require contributions for 
its support,” if in that way he was satisfied he 
could “ got abundant supplies for his forces.” In 
directing the execution of these instructions, 

I much was necessarily lefFto the discretion of the 
commanding officer, who was best acquainted with 
the circumstanoes by whioh he was surrounded, 
tho wants of the army, and the practicability of 
enforcing the measure. 

General Taylor, on the 26th of October, 1846, 
repliod, from Monterey, that “it would have been 
impossible hitherto, and is so now, to sustain the 
army to any extent, by forced contributions of 
money or supplies.” For the reasons assigned 
by him, he did not adopt the policy of his in} 
structions, but declared his readiness to do so, 

“ should the army, in its future operations, reach 
a portion of the country which may be made to 
supply the troops with advantage.” He continued 
to pay for the articles of supply whioh wero 
drawn from the enemy’s country. 

Similar instructions were issued to Major Gen¬ 
eral Scott, on the 3d of April, 1847, who replied 
from Jalapa, on the 20th of May, 1847, tU, if It 
he expected that "the army is to support itself 
by forced contributions levied upon the country, 
we may ruin and exasperate the inhabitants, and 
starve ourselves.” The same discretion was given, 
to him that had been to General Taylor in this 
„ General Scott, for the reasons assigned 
by him, also continued to pay for the articles of 
supply for the army whioh were drawn from the 
enemy. 

After the army had reached the heart of the 
ost wealthy portion of Mexico, it was supposed 
that the obstacles whioh had beforethat time pre¬ 
vented it would not be such as to render impracti- 
cable the levy of forced contributions for its sup¬ 
port ; and on the 1st of September, and again on 
the 6th of October, 1847, the order was repeated 
despatches addressed by the Secretary of War 
General Scott, and his attention was again 
called to the importance of making the enemy 
hear the burdens of the war, by requiring them to 
furnish the means of supporting our army ; and 
he was directed to adopt this policy, unless, by 
doing so, there was danger of depriving the army 
of the neoessary supplies. Copies of these de¬ 
spatches were forwarded to General Taylor for 
his government. 

On the 31st of March last, I caused an order 
to be issued to our military and naval commanders 
to levy and oollect a military contribution upon 
all vessels and merchandise which might enter 
ts of Mexico in our military occu¬ 
pation, and to apply such contributions towards 
Hurraying rate iia,...— v* w..— n y -iniiin nt — 
the right of conquest and tho laws of war, the 
conqueror, consulting his own safety or conveni¬ 
ence, may either exclude foreign commerce alto¬ 
gether from all such ports, or permit it upon such 
terms and conditions as he may prescribe. Be¬ 
fore the principal ports of Mexico were blockad¬ 
ed by our navy, the revenue derived from impost 
duties, under the laws of Mexico, was paid into 
tho Mexioan treasury. After these ports had 
fallen into our military possession, the blockade 
was raised, and commerce with them permitted 
upon prescribei terms and conditions. They 
were open to the trade of all nations upon the 
payment of duties more moderate in their amount 
than those which had been previously levied by 
Mexico; and the revenue, which was formerly 
paid into the Mexican treasury, was directed to 
be collected by our military and naval officers, 
and applied to the use of our army und navy. 
Care was taken that the officers, soldiers, and 
sailors of our army and navy should be exempted 
from the operations of the order; and as the 
merchandise imported upon which the order ope¬ 
rated must bo consumed by Mexican citizen-, 
the contributions exacted were, in effect, the seiz¬ 
ure of the public revenues of Mexico, and the 
application of them to our own use. In directing 
this measure, the object was to compel the enemy 
to contribute, as far as practicable, towards the 
expenses of the war. 

For the amount of contributions which havo 
been levied in this form, I refer you to the accom¬ 
panying reports of the Secretary of War. and of 
the Secretary of the Navy, by which it appears, 
that a sum exceeding half a million of dollars has 
been collected. 

This amount would undoubtedly have been 
much larger, but for thadifficulty of keeping open 
communications between the coast and the inte¬ 
rior, so as to enable the owners of the merchan¬ 
dise imported, to traansport and vend it to tho in¬ 
habitants of the country. It is confidently ex¬ 
pected that this difficulty will, to a .great ex- 



tent, be soon removed by our increased forces mouthsundertheoperationofthetariffactof 1842, 
■which have been sent to the field. and seven months during which the tariff act of 184C 

Measures have recently been adopted by which was in force. During the five, months under the 
the internal as well as external revenues of Mex- act of 1842, the amount reoeived from customs 
ico, in all plooes in our military occupation, will was seven million eight hundred and forty-two 
be seized and appropriated to the use of our army thousand three hundred and six dollars and nine- 
and navy. ty cents, and during the seven months under the 

Tho policy of levying upon the enemy contri- act of 1846 the amount received was fifteen rail- 
butions in every form, consistently with the laws lion nine hundred and five thousand five hundred 
of nations, which it may be practicable for our and fifty-seven dollars and seventy^ix cents, 
military commanders to adopt, should, in my The nett revenue from customs during the 
judgment, be rigidly onforoed, and orders to this year ending on the first of December, 1846, being 
effect have accordingly been given. By such a tho last year under the operation of the tariff act 
policy, at the same time that onr own treasury of 1842, was twenty-two million nine hundred and 
will be relieved from a heavy drain, the Mexican seventy-one thousand four hundred and three dol- 
people will be made to feel the burdens of the lars and ton cents; and the nett revenue from cus- 
war, and, consulting their own interests, may be toms during the year ending on the first Decem- 
induoed tire more readily to require their rulers her. 1847, being the first year under the operation 
to accede to a just peace. of the tariff act of 1846, was about thirty-one mil- 

After the adjournment of the last session of lion five hundred thousand dollars; being an in- 
Congress, events transpired in the prosecution of crease of revenue fufc the first year under the ta- 
the war, which, in my judgment, required agreat- riff act of 1846, of more than eight million five 
er number of troops in the field than had been hundred thousand dollars over that ofthelast year 
anticipated. The strength of tho army was ac- under the tariff 1842. 

cordingly increased by “ accepting ” the services The expenditures during the fiscal year ending 
of all the volunteer forces authorized by the aot on the 30t.h of June last, were fifty-nine million 
of the thirteenth of May, 1846, without putting a, four hundred and fifty-one thousand one hundred 
construction on that act, the correctness of which and seventy-seven dollars and sixty-five cents; of 
was seriously questioned. The volunteer forces which three million five hundred and twenty-two 
now in the field, with those which had been “ ao- thousand and eighty-two dollars and thirty-seven 
cepted,” to “ serve for twelve months,” and were cents was on accouut of payment of principal and 
discharged at the end of their tei-m of service, interest of tho public debt, including Treasury 
exhaust, tho fifty thousand men authorized by that notes redeemed and not funded. The expendi- 
not,. Had it been clear that a proper construction tures, exclusive of payment of public debt, were 
of the act warranted it, the services of an addi- fifty-five million nine hundred and twenty-nine 
Hional number would have been called for and thousand and ninety-five dollars and twenty-eight 
accepted ; but doubts existing upon this point, cents. 

the power was not exercised. It is estimated that the receipts into the Treas- 

It is deemed important that Congress should, ury for the fiscal year ending on the 30th of June, 
at an early period of (heir session, confer the 1848, including the balance in the Treasury on 
authority to raise an additional regular force to the 1st of July last, will amount to forty-two mil- 
serve during the war wilh Mexico, and to be dis- lion eight hundred and eighty-six thousand five 
charged upon the conclusion and ratification of a hundred and forty-five dollars and eighty cents, 


gress to the views presented by tho Secretary of 
War in his report upon this subject.. 

I recommend, also, that authority be given, by 
law, to call for and accept the services of an ad¬ 
ditional number of volunteers, to be exercised at 


e attention of Con- of which thirty-on 


Secretary of be derived from customs; three million five hun¬ 
dred thousand from the sale of the public lands; 
be given, by four hundred thousand from incidental souroes, 
ees of an ad- including sales made by the Solicitor of the Treas- 
exercised at ury; and six million two hundred and eighty-five 


such time and to such extent as the emergencies thousand two hundred and ninety-four dollars and 
of the service may roquire. fifty-five cents from loans already authorized by 

In prosecuting the war with Mexico, whilst, the law, which, together with the balance in the 
utmost care has been taken to avoid every just Treasury on the 1st of July last, make the sum 
cause of complaint on the part, of neutral nations, estimated. 

and none has been given, liboral privileges have The expenditures for the same period, if peace 
been granted to their commerce in the ports of with Mexico shall not be concluded, and the army 
the enemy in our military occupation. shall be increased as is proposed, will amount, in- 

The difficulty with the Brazilian Government, eluding tho necessary payments on account of 
which at one time threatened to interrupt the principal and interest of the public debt and 
friendly relations between the two countries, will, Treasury notes, to fifty-eight million six hundred 


I trust, be speedily adjusted. I have reoeived in¬ 
formation that an envoy extraordinary and min¬ 
ister plenipotentiary to the United States will 


and fifteen thousand six hundred and sixty dol- 
On the first of the present month, tho amount 


prepared to adjust all remaining differences be- dred and fifty-nine thousand six hundred and fifty- 


tween tho two Governments in a manner accept¬ 
able and honorable to both. In the mean time, I 
have every reason to believe that nothing will 


nine dollars and forty cents. The public debt 
due on the 4th of March, 1845, including Treasury 
notes, was seventeen million seven hundred and 


occur to interrupt our amicable relations with eighty-eight thousand seven hundred and ninety- 
Brazil. nine dollars and sixty-two cents; and consequently 

It has been my constant effort to maintain and the addition made to the public debt since that, 
cultivate the most intimate relations of friendship time is twenty-seven million eight hundred and 
with all the independent Powers of South Ameri- seventy thousand eight hundred and fifty-nine 
ca; and this policy has been attended with the dollars and seventy-eight cents, 
happiest results. It is true, that the settlement Of the loan of twenty-three millions, authorized 
and payment of many just claims of American oit- by tho act of the 28th of January, 1847, the sum 
izens against these nations have been long delay- of five millions was paid out to the public credit¬ 
ed. The peculiar position in which they have ors, or exchanged at par for specie; the remaining 
been placed, and the desire on the part of my pre- eighteen millions was offered for specie to the 
decessors, ns well as myself, to grant them the ut- highest bidder not below par, by an advertisement 
most indulgence, have hitherto prevented these issued by the Secretary of the Treasury, and pub- 
claims from being urged in a manner demanded lished from the 9th of February until the 10th of 
by strict justioe. The time has arrived when • April, 1847, when it was awarded to the several 
they ought to be finally adjusted and liquidated, highest bidders, at premiums varying from one- 
and efforts are now making for that purpose. eighth of one per cent, to two per cent, above par. 

It is proper to inform you that the Government The premium has been paid into the Treasury, 
of Peru has in good faith paid the two first instal- and the suras awarded deposited in speeie in the 
ments of the indemnity, Of thirty thousand dollars Treasury as fast as it was required by the wants 
each, and the greater portion of the interest due of the Government. 

thereon, in exeoution of the convention between To meet the expenditures for the remainder of 
that Government and the United States, the rati- the present and for the next fiscal year, ending on 
fications of which were exchanged at Lima, on the the 30t,li of June, 1849, a further loan, in aid of 
31st of October. 1846. The Attorney General of the ordinary revenues of the Government, will be 
the United States, early in August last, complet- necessary. Retaining a sufficient surplus in the 
cd the adjudication of the claims under this con- Treasury, the loan required for the remainder of 
vention, and made his report thereon, in pursu- the present fiscal year will be about eighteen mil- 
anoe of the act of the eighth of August, 1846, The lion five hundred thousand dollars. If the duty 
sums to whioh tho claimants are respectively en- on tea and coffee be imposed, and the graduation 
titled will be paid on demand at the Treasury. of the price of the public lands shall be made at 
I invite the early attention of Congress to the an early period of your session, as recommended, 
present condition of our citizens in China. Under the loan for tho present fiscal year may be reduced 
our treaty with that Power, American citizens to seventeen millions of dollars. The loan may 
are. withdrawn from the jurisdiction, whether be further reduced by whatever amount of expen- 
civil or criminal, of the Chinese Government, and ditures can he saved by military contributions 
placed under that of our public functionaries in collected in Mexico. The most vigorous measiSfe 
that country. By these alone can our oitizens be for the augmentation of these contributions have 
tried and punished for the commission of any been directed, and a very considerable sum is ex¬ 
crime ; by these alone can questions he decided peoted from that source. Its amount cannot, how- 
between them, involving tho rights of person and ever, be calculated with any certainty. It is re¬ 
property ; and by these alone can contracts be commended that the loan to be made be authorized 
enforced, into which they may have entered with upon the same terms, and for the same time, as 
the citizens or subjects of foreign Powers. The that whioh was authorized under the provisions 
merchant vessels of the United States, lying in of the aot of the 28th of January, 1847. 
the waters of the five ports of China open to for- Should the war with Mexico he continued until 
eign commerce, arc under the exclusive jurisdic- the 30th of June, 1849, it is estimated that a fur- 
tion of offioers of their own Government. Until ther loan of twenty million five hundred thousand 
Congress shall establish competent tribunals to dollars will be required for the fiscal year ending 
try and punish crimes, and to exeroise jurisdic- on that day, in case no duty be imposed on tea and 
tion in civil oases in China, American citizens coffee, and the public lands be not reduced and 
there are subject to no law whatever. Crimes may graduated in price, and no military contributions 
be committed with impunity, and debts may be shall be collected in Mexico. If the duty on tea 
contracted without any means to enforce their and coffee he imposed, and the lands be reduced 
paymont. Ineonvenienees have already resulted and graduated in price, as proposed, the loan may 
from tho omission of Congress to legislate upon be reduced to seventeen millions of dollars, and 
the subject, and still greater are apprehended, will be subject to be still further reduced by the 
The British authorities in Cbin a have already amount of the military contributions which may 
complained that this Government has not provid. be oollected in Mexico. It is not proposed, how- 
cd for the punishment of crimes, or the enforce- ever, at present, to ask Congress for authority to 
ment of contracts against American oitizens in negotiate this loan for the next fiscal year, as it is 
that country, whilst their Government has estab- hoped that the loan asked for the remainder of the 
lished tribunals by whioh an American citizen can present fisoal year, aided by military oontribu- 
recover debts due from British subjeots. tions whioh may be collected in Mexico, may be 

. Accustomed as the Chinese are to summary jus- sufficient. If, contrary to my expectation, there 
tioe, they could not be made to comprehend why should be a necessity for it, the fact will be corn- 
criminals who aro citizens of the United States munioated to Congress in time for their action 
should esoape with impunity, in violation of treaty during the present session. ' In no event will a 
Obligations, whilst the punishment of a Chinese, sumexceedingsixmillionsofdollarsofthisamount 
who had committed any crime against an Ameri- bo needed before the meeting of the session of 
can eitizen, would be rigorously exacted. Indeed, Congress in December, 1848. 
the consequenoes might be fatal to American citi- The act of the 30th of July, 1846, “reducing 
zone in Chinn, should a flagrant crime be com- the duties on imports,” has been in force since the 
muted by any ono of them upon a.Chincse, and - 1st of December last; and 1 am gratified to state, 
should trial and punishment not follow, according that all the beneficial effects which were antiei- 
to the requisitions of the treaty. This might dis- pated from its operation have been fully realized, 
ttirh, is not destroy, our friendly relations with. The public revenue derived from customs during 
that empire, and oauso an interruption of our val- the year ending on the 1st of December, 1847, ex- 
uable commerce. . _ ceeds by more than eight millions of dollars the 

Our treaties with the Sublime Porte, Tripoli amount received in the preceding year under the 
Tunis, Morocco, and Musoat, also require the le- operation of the act of 1842, whioh was super- 
gislation of Congress to oarry them into execu- seded and repealed by it. Its effects are visible 
tion, though the necessity for immediate aotion in the great and almost unexampled prosperity 
may not be so urgent as in regard to China. which prevails in every branoh of business.. 

The Secretary of State has submitted an esti- While the repeal of the prohibitory and restrio- 
mate to defray the expense of opening diplomatic tive duties of the act of 1842, and the substitution 
relations with the Papal States. The interesting in their place of reasonable revenue rates levied 
political events nowin progress in these States, as on articles imported according to their actual 


well as a just regard to our commercial interests, 
have, in my opinion, rendered such a measure 
Highly expedient. 

Estimates have also been submitted for the out¬ 
fits and salaries of charges d’affaires to the repub- 


ess in these States, as on articles imported according to their actual 
commercial interests, value, has increased the revenue and augmented 
ired such a measure our foreign trade, all the great interests of the 
country have been advanced and promoted, 
mbmitted for the out- The great and important interests of agricul- 
affaires to the repub- ture, whioh had been not only too muoh neglected, 


lies of Bolivia, Guatemala, and Ecuador. The but actually taxed under the protective policy for 
manifest importance of cultivating the most friend- the benefit of other interests, have been relieved 
ly relations with all the independent States upon of the hurdenswhich thatpolicy imposed on them ; 
this continent has induced me to recommend ap- and our farmers and planters, under a more just 
propriations neoessary for the maintenance of and liberal commercial policy, are finding new 
these missions. and profitable markets abroad for their augment- 

I recommend to Congress that an appropriation ed produots. 
bo made, to be paid to the Spanish Government, Our commerce is rapidly increasing, and is ex- 
for the purpose of distribution among the claim- tending more widely the circle of international 
ants in “the Amistad case.” I entertain the con- exchanges. Great as has been the increase of our 
vietion that this is duo to Spain under the treaty imports daring the past year, our exports of do- 
of the twentieth of October, 1795; and^moreover, mestio produots sold in foreign markets have been 

ImsHSSHS KWSiSS; 

. ' .. , . . x . , chant vessels he progressive, and be as great for 

A detailed statement of tho condition of the the future as during the past year, the time is not 
finances will be presented in the annual report of distant when our tonnage and commercial marine 
the Seoretarv of the Traasiirw The imnnwta for „.;n i,„ 1_.1. .e_.V._ 


June, 1847, were of the value of one hundred and 
forty-six million five hundred and forty-five thou¬ 
sand six hundred and thirty-eight dollars; of 
whioh the amount exported was eight million 
eleveen thousand one hundred and fifty-eight dol¬ 
lars, leaving ono hundred and thirty-eight million 
five hundred and thirty-four thousand four hundred 
and eighty dollars in the oountry for domestic use. 
The value of the exports for the same period was 
one hundred and fifty-eight million six hundred 
and forty-eight thousand six hundred and twenty- 


Wliilst the interests of agriculture, of com¬ 
merce, and of navigation, have been enlarged and 
invigorated, it is highly gratifying to observe that 
our manufactured are also in a prosperous condi¬ 
tion. None of the ruinous effects upon this in¬ 
terest, which were apprehended by some, as the 
result of the operation of the revenue system es¬ 
tablished by the act of 1846, have been experi¬ 
enced. On the contrary, the number of manufac¬ 
tories, and the amount of capital invested in them, 
is steadily and rapidly increasing, affording grati- 


two dollars; of which one hundred and fifty mil- fying proofs that American enterprise and skill 
lion six hundred and thirty-seven thousand four employed in this branch of domestic industry, 
hundred and sixty-four dollars consisted of do- with no other advantages than those fairly and in- 
mestic productions, and eight million eleven thou- cidentally accruing from a just system of revenue 
sand one hundred and fifty-eight dollars of foreign duties, are abundantly able to meet successfully 
articles. all competition from abroad, and still derive fair 

The receipts into the treasury for the same pc- and remunerating profits, 
riod amounted to twenty-six million three bun- While capital invested in manufactures is yield- 
dred and forty-six thousand seven hundred and ing adequate and ihir profits under the new svs- 
mnety dollars and thirty-seven cents, of which tem, the wages of labor, whether employed in 
there was derived from customs twenty-three mil- manufactures, agriculture, commerce, or naviga¬ 
tion seven hundred and forty-seven thousand eight tion, have been augmented. The toiling millions 
hundred and sixty-four dollnrsand sixty-six cents; whose daily labor furnishes the supply of food and 
from sales of public lands, two million four hun- raiment, and all the necessaries and comforts of 
dred and ninety-eight thousand three hundred life, are receiving higher wages, and more steady 
and thirty-five dollars and twenty cents; and and permanent employment than in any other 
lrom incidental and miscellaneous sources, one country, or at any previous period of our own 
hundred thousand five hundred and seventy dol- history. 

lars and fifty-one cents. The last fisoal year dui- So successful have been all branches of our in- 
mg which this amount was received embraced five dustry, that a foreign war, whioh generally di¬ 


minishes the resources of a nation, has in no es¬ 
sential degree retarded our onward progress, or 
checked our general prosperity. 

With such gratifying evidences of prosperity, 
and of the successful operation of the revenue act 
of 1846, every consideration of public policy re¬ 
commends that it shall remain unchanged. It is 
hoped that the system of impost duties whioh it 
established may be regarded as the permanent 
policy of the country; and that the great inter¬ 
ests affected by it may not again be subject to be 
injuriously disturbed, as they have heretofore 
been, by frequent and sometimes sudden changes. 

For the purpose of increasing the revenue, 
and without changing or modifying the rates im¬ 
posed liy the. act of 1846 on the dutiable articles 
embraced by its provisions, I again recommend to 
your favorable consideration the expediency of 
levying a revenue duty on tea and coffee. The 
policy which exempted these artiolos from duty 
during peace, and when the revenue to he deriv¬ 
ed from them was not needed, ceases to exist when 
the country is engaged in war, and requires the 
use of all its available resources. It is a tax which 
would be so generally diffused among the people, 
tliat it would he felt oppressively by none, and 
be complained of by none. It is believed that 
there are not, in the list of imported articles, any 
which are more properly the subject of war du¬ 
ties than tea and coffee. 

It is estimated that three millions of dollars 
would be derived annually by a moderate duty 
imposed on these articles. 

Should Congress avail itself of this additional 
source of revenue, not only would the amount of 
the public loan rendered necessary by the war 
with Mexico he diminished to that extent, but 
the public credit, and the public confidence in the 
ability and determination of the Government to 
meet all its engagements promptly, would he more 
firmly established, and the reduced amount of the 
loan which it may be necessary to negotiate could 
probably be obtained at cheaper rates. 

Congress is, therefore, called upon to determine 
whether it is wiser to impose the- war duties re¬ 
commended. or, by omitting to do so, increase the 
public debt annually three millions of dollars so 
long ns loans shall be required to prosecute the 
war, and afterwards provide, in some other form, 
to pay the semi-annual interest upon it, and ulti¬ 
mately to extinguish the principal. If, in addi¬ 
tion to these duties, Congress should graduate 
and reduce the price of such of the public lands 
as experience has proved will not command the 
price placed upon them by the Government, an ad¬ 
ditional annual income to the treasury of between 
half a million and a million of dollars, it is esti¬ 
mated, would be derived from this source. 

Should both measures receive the sanction of 
Congress, the annual amount of public debt ne¬ 
cessary to be contracted during the continuance 
of the war would be reduced near four millions 
of dollars. The duties recommended to be levied 
on tea and coffee, it is proposed shall be limited 
in their duration to the end of the war, and until 
the public debt rendered neoessary to he con¬ 
tracted by it shall be discharged. The amount of 
the public debt to be contracted should be limited 
to the lowest practicable sum, and should be ex¬ 
tinguished as early after the conclusion of the 
war gs the means of the treasury will permit. 

With this view, it is recommended that, as 
soon as the war shall be over, all the surplus in 
the treasury, not needed for other indispensable 
objects, shall constitute a sinking fund, and he 
applied to the purchase of the funded debt, and 
that authority be conferred by law for that 
purpose. 

The act of the sixth of August, 1846, “ to 
establish a warehonsing system,” has been in 
operation more than a year, and has proved to be 
an important auxiliary to the tariff aot of 1846, in 
augmenting the revenue, and extending the com¬ 
merce of the oountry. Whilst it has tended to 
enlarge commerce, it has been beneficial to onr 
manufactures, by diminishing forced sales at 
auction of foreign goods at low prices, to raise the 
duties to be advanced on them, and by checking 
fluctuations in the market. The system, although 
sanctioned by the experience of other countries, 
was entirely new in the United States, and is sus¬ 
ceptible of improvement in some of its provisions. 
The Secretary of the Treasury, upon whom was 
devolved large discretionary powers in carrying 
this measure into effect, has collected, and is now 
collating, the praotical results of the system in 
other countries, where it has long been establish¬ 
ed, and will report at an early period of your ses¬ 
sion such further regulations suggested by the 
investigation as may render it still more effective 
and beneficial. 

By the act to “provide for the better organiza¬ 
tion of the treasury, and for the collection, safe 
keeping, and disbursement of the public revenue,” 
all banks were discontinued as fisoal agents of the 
Government, and the paper currency issued by 
them was no longer permitted to be received in 
payment of public dues. 

The constitutional treasury created by this act 
went into operation on the first of January last. 
Under the system established by it, the public 
moneys have' been collected, safely kept, and dis¬ 
bursed, by the direct agency of officers of the 
Government, in gold and silver ; and transfers of 
large amounts have been made from points of col¬ 
lection to points of disbursement, without loss to 
the treasury, or injury or inconvenience to the 
trade of the country. 

While the fiscal operations of the Government 
have been conducted with regularity and ease, un¬ 
der this system, it has had a salutary effect in 
checking and preventing an undue inflation of the 
paper currency issued by the banks which exist 
under State charters. Requiring, as it does, all 
dues to the Government to be paid in gold and sil¬ 
ver, its effect is to restrain excessive issues of 
bank paper by the hanks disproportioned to the 
specie in their vaults, for the reason that they are 
at all times liable to be called on by the holders of 
their notes for their redemption, in order to obtain 
specie for the payment of duties and other public 
dues. The banks, therefore, must keep their bu¬ 
siness within prudent limits, and be always in a 
condition to meet such calls, or run the hazard of 
being compelled to suspend epeoio payments, and 
be thereby discredited. The amount of specie 
imported into the United States during the last 
fiscal year was twenty-four million one hundred 
and twenty one thousand two hundred and eighty- 
nine dollars; of which there was retained in the 
country twenty-two million two hundred and seven¬ 
ty-six thousand one hundred and seventy dollars. 
Had the former financial system prevailed, and 
the public moneys been placed on deposite in 
banks, nearly the whole of this amount would have 
gone into their vaults, not to be thrown into cir¬ 
culation by them, but to he withheld from the 
hands of the people os a currency, and made the 
basis of new and enormous issues of bank paper. 
A large proportion of the specie imported has 
been paid into the treasury for public dues ; and 
after having been, to a great extent, recoined at 
the mint, has been paid out to the publio creditors, 
and gone into circulation as a currency among 
the people. The amount of gold and silver coin 
now in circulation in the oountry is larger than 
at any former period. 

The financial system established by the consti¬ 
tutional treasury has been, thus far, eminently 
successful in its operations; and I recommend an 
adherence to all its essential provisions, and espe¬ 
cially to that vital provision which wholly sepa¬ 
rates the Government from all connection with 
banks, and excludes bank paper from all revenue 
receipts. 

In some of its details, not involving its general 
principles, the system is defective, and will re¬ 
quire modification. These defects, and such 
amendments as are deemed important, were set 
forth in the last annual report of the Secretary of 
the Treasury. These amendments are again re¬ 
commended to the early and favorable considera¬ 
tion of Congress. 

o.'rtug tne past year, the coinage at the mint 
and its branches has exceeded twenty minions of 
dollars. This has consisted chiefly in converting 
the cojps of foreign countries into American coin. 

The largest amount of foreign coin imported 
has been received at New York; and if a branch 
mint were established at that city, all the foreign 
coin reoeived at that port could at once be con¬ 
verted into our own coiD, without the expense, 
risk, and delay, of transporting it to the mint for 
that purpose, and the amount recoined would be 
much larger. 

Experience has proved that foreign coin, and 
especially foreign gold coin, will not circulate ex¬ 
tensively as a currency among the people. The 
important measure of extending onr specie circu¬ 
lation, both of gold and silver, and of diffusing it 
among the people, can only be effected by convert¬ 
ing such foreign coin into American coin. I re¬ 
peat the recommendation contained in my last an¬ 
nual message for the establishment of a branch 
of the mint of the United States at the city of 
New York. 

All the public lands whioh had been surveyed 
and were ready for market have been proclaimed 
for sale during the past year. The quantity of¬ 
fered and to be offered for sale, under proclama¬ 
tions issued since the 1st of January last, amounts 
to nine million one hundred and thirty-eight 
thousand five hundred and thirty-one acres. The 
prosperity of the Western States and Territories 
in which these lands lie will be advanced bytheir 
speedy sale. By withholding them from market, 
their growth and increase of population would be 
retarded, while thousands of our enterprising 
and meritorious frontier population would be de¬ 
prived of the opportunity of securing freeholds 
for themselves and their families. But in addi¬ 
tion to the general considerations which rendered 
the early sale of these lands proper, it was a lead¬ 
ing object at this time to derive as large a sum as 
possible from this source, and thus diminish, by 


THIRTIETH CONGRESS. 


Monday, December 6, 1.847. 

Congress assembled to-day in the Capitol. 
Senate. —At noon, the Senate was called to or¬ 
der by the Vice President, when foijty-three Sen¬ 
ators appeared to be present. 


It is estimated that not less than ten millions of acres of Post Office, on their way to France and other parts of En- . THIRTIETH f OATf 

the pnblic lands wiU he snrveyed, and he in-a condition to be r »” 0 ' The <•*»*• of the British Post Office is to 1 11 IK 1 111 OUJ* bJUn. 

proclaimed for sale, dnring the year ISIS. stumers’ bm™™ FIRST SESSION. 

•In my last-annual message I presented the reasons which, viously paid on them to the United States, while letters _ 

in my judgment, rendered it proper to graduate and reduce *r“ sp ” rt ^ ‘ n l£jt‘ aa Monday, December 6, 1847 
the price of such of the pnblic hunts as have remained unsold Congress assembled to-day in .he Co 

for long periods after they had been offered for sale at pubho running between Boston and Liverpool, and, if permitted to „ .. ,, „ , 

auction. , continue, must speedily put an end to the transportation of Senate.— At noon, the Senate was 01 

Many millions of acres of public lands lying within the ‘ ll U e *5? r , s “! ld other miltt<,r American steamers, and giro der by the Vice President, when forty- 
... . , asav «r x , . to British steamers a monopoly of the business. A just ami , , ’ * J 

limits of several of the Western States have been offered in fair reciprocity is all that we desire, and on this we must it- JVfcOPS appeared to be present. 

A committee was appointed to inform 

thirty years, at the lowest price prescribed by the existing & ^ **?* 7” 

laws, and it has been found that they will not command that gels. 1 refer you to the report of the Postmaster General for wa S Ordered that the daily hour ( 

price. They must remain unsold and uncultivated for an a full statement ofthe facts of the case, and of the steps taken be fixed at 12 o’clock, meridian ; also, 
indefinite period unless the price demanded for them by the U ' e ' Senator be furnished with such newspi 

perceived why they should be longer held at ratesabove their the^yeoth^rtteSraa^UiewSsovemBienVMd may 8elect j “ ot to exceed four daily pa 
real value. At the present period, an additional reason exists ia ” ow en « , S ed in negotiations for the purpose of adjusting The Senate then adjourned. 

,._... ’ , . , reciprocal postal arrangements which, shall be equally just 

for adopting the measure recommended. When the country t , both countries. Should he fail in concluding such ar- House— At 12 o’clock B B Frenol 

is engaged iu a foreign war, and we must necessarily resort rangements, and should Great Britain insist on enforcing the . T • ' 

to loans, it would seem to be the dictate of wisdom that we unequal and unjust measure she has adopted, it will become the House for tM Jast. Congress, pre 


A committee was appointed to inform the House counsels, yet evince n< 


General Paredes has openly pronounced, at 
Tulancingo, in favor of the plan oflgu ila. In his 
pronunoiamento and monarchical movement, he 
was seconded hy the garrison of Mazatlan. 

The spirit breathed forth in every paragraph 
of these papers, is the spirit of war and unquench¬ 
able hatred to the North Americans and their 
acts. The Mexicans, though destitute of all re¬ 
sources, having amongst them the apple of discord, 
distracted by internal convulsions and divided 


that the Senate was ready for business. 

It was ordered that the daily hour of meeting 


Senator be furnished with snob newspapers as he 
may select, not to exceed four daily papers. 

The Senate then adjourned. 

House.— At 12 o'clock, B. B. French, Clerk of 
the House for the last Congress, proceeded, no 
one objecting, to- call the roll by States, commenc¬ 
ing at Maine, all the members (228) being present, 


the amount of the pnblic indebtedness to the lowest possible to put our own steamers on an equal footing with British ing at Maine, all the members (228) being present. 

6 7recommend that the existing laws on the snhwt of SSSrSd freMmmenS”thaf snohpowrateMBfmS! ® xoe P t Kin e, of Georgia; Eowdon, of Alabama ; I day presents, that the Mexican people a 

emption rights i* amended L modified so u to operate' krown, of Mississippi; Gaines, of Kentucky: ’. 

prospectively, aid to embrace all who may settle upon the to mind the words of wisdom and admonition of the first and Cocke, of Tennessee; Fioklin, of Illinois; am) 
public lands and make improvements upon them before they to'htaconnttyrnen ™ y predeo<!ssors ’ in his farev,<!U ad<lre8a Pilkbury, of Texas A quorum was announced, 


ever to peace or conciliation. 

The Mexican Congress is still at Querctaro—a 
quorum of 7 6 members has, it is said, been at last 
convened. This body is abont to remove to the 
city of “ Morelia,” (tlie old Valladolid.) in order 
to get rid of the military, by whose presence in 
dueretaro it is ontirely overawed in the free dis¬ 
charge of its functions. 

Ot the social intercourse between the Mexicans 
and the Americans at the capital, the Amancoa 
Sim of the 3d ultimo says : 

“ We have taken repeated occasions to expross 
our gratification at the evidences, which every 


are snrveyed, as well as’afterwards, in all eases where such 
settlements may be made after the Indian title shall have 
been extinguished. 

If the right of pre-emption be thus extended, it will era- 

increase the number of small freeholders upon onr borders, 
who will be enabled thereby to educate their children and 
otherwise improve their condition, while they will be found 


That greatest and best of men, who served his country so and the House, 
the S danger to our_ Union ,i ’of , cha«itcriziiig e parties 0 h3fgeo- cee d e d 61601 < 


at all times, as they have ever proved themselves to be, in ent parts, he declared^to his oountryuien, in that, address, e( j as f 0 ]] 0Wa . 

best volunteer soldiers, ever ready totender their services the immense value of your National Union to yourcoileetive Whole number of votes given 

as long as an enemy remains to be^encountered. Snchapol- habitual, and immovable attachment to it; accustoming your Necessary for a choice --- 

*<* R- C. Winthrop, of Massachusetts 

Government, when they find their dearest interests secured with jealous aoxiety; discountenancing whatever may sug- Lifln Boyd ; of Kentucky 

MoCWland, of Michigan - - 


oSfirJL n-,i i ’ c-rr, ’ ’ . tion to do iiisticc. to those who have "been calnm- 

Blkbury, of Texas A quorum was announced, niated. and to extend to them the courtesies of 
untry so and the House, on motion of J. Q.. Adams, pro- life. We are speaking rather of the intelligent 
i°by geo- ceecIe< * *° 6lect a speaker, vim voce, D. P. King, of and cultivated portion of the citizens, than of those 
Atlantic Massachusetts, J. A. Black, of South Carolina, who give no toneto society, and exert no influence 
or to ex- , .j ixt rm . , .■ , • . ’ upon it. Intercourse between the former and edu- 

interests and R. W. Thompson, of Indiana, being appoint- ^ Americans is fast increasing. Whether at 
portance tellers. the theatre, or in the streets, it is getting to be no 

ts differ- The roll having been called, the tellers report- uncommon thing to see an American gentleman 


improvements by being brought into competition with a more attempt to alienate any portion of our country from the rest, 
wealthy class of purchasers at the land sales. or enfeeble the sacred ties which now link together the 

The attention of Congress was invited, at their last and various parts.” 
the preceding session, to the importance of establishing a ^After the lapse of half a century, these admonitions of 

it is to be regretted that there was no legislation on the’sub- difficult to estimate the “ immense value” of our glorious 
ject. Our citizens who inhabit that distant region of oouu- Union of confederated ^States, to which we are^so much in- 

Hmit^alid bouSaries ffthe TerS^r^o^Oregou portant are all onr differences V opinionupon iSnor^qiies- 

ly settled, from the necessity of their condition, the inhabit- tions of public policy, compared with its preservation; and 
ants had established a temporary Government of theirjown. how scrupulously should we avoid all agitating topics which 
Besides the want of legal 'authority for continuing such a may tend to distract and divide us into contending parties, 
Government, it is wlholy inadequate to protect them in their separated by geographical lines, whereby it may be weaken- 
rights of person and property, or to secure to them the enjoy- ed^or endangered. f A. ' R 

entitled under the Constitution of the United States. They verse upon your deliberations, it will be my Highest duty, 
shooMhaye the right of suffrage, be represented in a Terri- no less^ than my dneere^ pleasure, to co-operate with you in 

ees!?all the* rights and privIlegeTwhich citKs^ofother por- during welfare of our common oounSy. * 6 ^ 

tions of the Territories of the United States have heretofore JAMES K. POLK, 

enjoyed, or may now enjoy. Washington, December, 1847. 

and intercourse with the Indian tribes, and tlie protection of ' 

In addition to the inhah THE NATIONAL ERA. 

previously emigrated to it, large numbers of our citizens : ^ " 

doubted that? duBog ttoLlt 6 aad^ubJequenryeara'thefi WASHINGTON, DECEMBER 9, 1847. 

numbers will be greatly increased. _ 

Congress, at its last session, established post routes lead- ZT T 1 " 

ing to Oregon, and between different points within that Ter- D" The President’s Message, the report of 


Linn Boyd, of Kentucky 
McClelland, of Michigan 
McClernand, of Illinois 


by the side of a Mexican or Spanish lady, showing 
her that attention and courtesy which are the 
characteristics of the intercourse between ladies 
and gentlemen in every part of the United States. 
We say, we rejoice at those evidences of kindly 
and friendly feelings on the part of the intelligent 
people of the city.” 


WASHINGTON, DECEMBER 9, 1847. 


There being no election, the roll was called a Louisville, Dectm’ier 3, 1847. 

rar glorious second time, and the tellers reported— The steamboat Pritona, from New Orleans, ar- 

so much in- wui.™,!... rived here to-day, having left that city on the 

, and for all 6 - - " evening ol‘ tbrr^^tiVi uk., <>w<» tlu.jrLi.tcj* i Vitni yon_ 

minorTu^*- i>jecessar ^ t0 a ca01ce .HU have received by the Southern mail. 

ration; and For R. C. Winthrop.109 The papers furnish additional items of intelli- 

;oi>icsWhich Linn Boyd.82 gence received at New Orleans by the arrival of 

*be weaken- R. McClelland.13 steamship Alabama ^ 

. The publication of the Genius of Liberty has 

of the Uni- Vhe rest scattering. j,een stopped and the editor thrown into prison, 

ghest duty, There being no election, the roll was called a The cause is not stated. 

mfantr'en 1 Ihird time, nnd the tellers reported— A revolution is stated to have broken out at 

. Whole number of votes - - - - 218 • G^aiara, with the design of favoring the elec 

l. POLK. . tion of Gomez Farias to the Presidency. A san- 

Neceseary for a choice - - - -110 gu i nary engagement ensued between his troops 

-■ For R'. C. Winthrop.110 and the mob opposed to him, whioh was headed 

'D A For Linn Boyd - - - - - 64- by the priests. In the action, General Ampudia, 

/ilir. R. McClelland _ . . _ ]| and many others attached to Gomez Farias’s party, 

— rp, _ were killed, and in the end the church party prov- 

1847 File rest scattering. ed victorious. 

’_ Mr. Winthrop, having received a majority of Paredes was at Tulacingo, and had openly pi 

report of tlle wIl0 ' le number of votes, was declared duly nounced in favor of his monarchical project, f 


13= The President’s Message, the report of the wt>ole number ot votes, was 
Congressional proceedings, and the items of news, eleoted Speaker, and conduoted t 


le publTo in- I crowd out almost everything else. ’ Mr - McKay, of North Carolina, and Mr. Vinton, 

*"”i* ' , of Ohio. On taking the chair, he made a brief, 

THE THIRTIETH congress—election OF impressive address, reminding the members ol 
speaker. their responsibilities; of the inauspicious circum- 

Seldom has a Cong^ of the United States stance3 ofthe country ; of the 6 reat ob j ects ofthe 
met under circumstances calculated so deeply to Con8titution * and ot ' ‘ he P«™“ent ties of lute- 


wes^ot^thf Rocky Mountain^ thalfaif SPEAKER, 

adequate number of In<Lan^a^nts°to Msitbfamong themf an Seldom lias a Congress of the United States 

in^‘tbTfert“ndE?ff e r r^bfioln^bfsmfey™ met UndOT cir ‘”™ 8 ““ces calculated so deeply to 
brought into market at an early period. impress its members with a feeling of their re- 

ite7ru™S’of tae'pSbbn'lmas^bTmtaJfo nS2ns“f s P onE >ibility, or awaken in the public mind so 
^th^^a e ^rescrfbed W >e^iod V emf^^te a ^t^ , Oe hereatter much anxiefc y* Embarked in a war the termina- 
upon m them. ebC These ^ardy and^ve^^^^^ tion of wilicl1 *3 uncertain, the results of which 

may a f Ctthe National Destiny ; divided in its 
for themselves and their families upon the utmost verge of counsels; neither of the great parties represented 
they’fiavl topr^ved fiy h tfiefr “ ** h0 “ eS " hlCh in ifc at,le decide or act with unanimity of sen- 

WaTtor adetoiled MMuK'tae^rationfof^he' vSus timent > itsgreat men i those who have been aoous- 
brankesV e the e pablio'serYioe con 0 nMt a ed 0 witfi the Depart- tom ed to shape the measures of the country, 
“SmeufhaTCbtcu 1 ‘uiusuVom^ completely at fault; the party in the ascendant, 

ing the past year, and have been discharged with ability and 'without a controlling principle or defined policy— 
SU parifio relations continue to exist with the various Indian at 3Uch a 0risiS ) under s “6h circumstances, the 
tribes, and most of them manifest a strong friendship forthe Thirtieth Congress has convened. 

United States. Some depredations were committed during _i_i„ , , -- , . , 

the past year upon onr trains transporting supplies tor the At au earl > “Our last Monday morning, Crowds 


Constitution; and of the permanent ties of inte- ^irigac 
rest by whioh they were bound together. attack 

The oath of office was then administered to him Bui 
by Mr. John Q-uinoy Adams, and the Speaker, 
the roll being called by States, administered the Q ft] 
oath to the several delegations. force: 

Mr. C. J. Insersoll brought up the question 
of the rules, on a motion for a select committee to twc 
revise and simplify the rules for the government 
of the House; remarking that, since there was no q’j 1 
slave question now to disturb them, simplifiention [ ft j er 


chair by oonded by the garrison of Mazatlan. 

Vinton The Mexican population still exhibit a most 
. ] unconquerable hatred for the Americans, and ex- 
6 a brief, p ress no desire to obtain peace, 
cabers ol The Mexican Congress had moved from Q.ue- 
j circum- retaro to Morelia, to get rid of the military, by 
-ts ofthe which it was overawed. 

Generals Rea and Santa Anna, with a single 
s ot inte- brigade, are at Iriseatra, intending to make an 
. attack upon the next train, 

zd to him Bustamente, who had gone to Qneretaro. has a 
Speaker f° rce of 5,000 men at his command near the city 
1 , ’ of Mexico. 

,erea tne Canales was encountered by a small American 
force and defeated with some loss. 


ancTtiauta Fe* "These" depredations'vvhich mu sup'osedto of oitize ns, a majority of them from abroad, be¬ 
have been committed by hands from’the region of New Mex- gan to move towards the Capitol. The galleries 
orderedootfo^thatpurposed gZSEtaUSSSSfjS WerB S °° n thron S od - The g re at point of attrac- 
petrated by a portion of the Northwestern bands upon the tion was the Hall of the House, in 1 
PrCntmeiSS assembled two hundred and twenty 

fU Betweeu one and two thousand Indians, belonging to eev- ° f th#m a PP oari “S for «** ti 

eral tribes, have been removed dnrin* the year from the east theatre. 


the House; remarking that, since there was no TIie paoket sbip New Y ork brings two days 
ave question now to disturb them, simplifiention i ftter intelligence from the continent of Europe, 
as eaty. The newB from Switzerland i6 important: 

After an interchange of opinions, it was— j « Civil war is about to commence, a telegraphic 

Resolved , That the Rules of the House of Rep- despatoli from Paris announcing that the Federal 
sentatives, as they existed at the olose of the Diet had resolved upon the execution of their de- 
st session of Congress, be, until the third Mon- crees for tho expulsion ofthe Jesuits, &e. These 


day of December, 1847, adopted as the Rules of 
this House, except tlie thirty-third Rule; and 
that a committee be appointed to revise the Rules, 


eral tribes, have been removed duriu. the year from the east 
of the Mississippi to the country allotted to them west of 


been made for others to fellow. 

Since the treaty of 184G with the Cherokees, the feuds 
among them appear to have subsided, and they have become 
more united and contented than they have been for many 


n was the Hall of the House, in whioh were and re P ort t0 this House 8«ch alterations and 
lembled two hundred and twenty members, amendments as may bo deemed advisable. 

.'- ’ for the first time on that The thirty-third Rule is the one-hour rule. 

Messrs. Hunt and Cobb wero appointed a com- 
the eleotion of Speaker, mittee, to join with such a committee as may be 


crees for tho expulsion of the Jesuits, &o. These 
latter had previously withdrawn from the Na¬ 
tional Diet. 

“M. M. Toohan, Charge d’Affaires of Switzer¬ 
land, ia about to leave Paris for ashorttime. This 
is said to indioate an important political movement 
in Swiss affairs. 

“ Tho Minister of Russia has left Switzerland. 
The Ambassador of Austria had also demanded 
his passports, but would leave the Secretary of 


years past. The commissioners appointed in pursuance of 
the act of Jui» 27,1816, to settle claims arising under the 
treaty of 1835—’JG with that tribe, have executed their du- 


Th k eyha5e e be f come hours ’ before the work could be accomplished, and inform him that Congress was ready to re- Xhe Minister of Prussia expects orders to leave 

ive been for many Mr. Winthrop, of Massachusetts, was the Whig ceive communications ffiom him. also. The Austrian Ambassador, however, it is 

’ariSrS?'the oaucus candidate, and received on the first count Mr. Levin moved that B. B. French be, and ho stated, takes particular care to remark, that his 

sstsas ^s&^s&s , &sssi 

them, closed their and twenty. A majority of the whole number resentatives for the mh Congress. muat therefore, in fact, be viewed in the light of 


ofcommissionerswliich hasta^orgarizedUndtrThl^treaty! b<dng n « oe ssary, a second trial was made, 
tohriug tbrwaxd^the^rclalmsd* *bt^ Wben be receiv ed one hundred and nine out of 

impartial justice has beeudone by the lateToMdfmd that two hundred and nineteen votes. Messrs. Pftl- 
frey ’ Giddlngs > and Tuck, voted either for Gene- 
made with this tribe, under the treaty of W16, which will be r& I Wilson, of Now Hampshire, or George Ash- 
jnSffquestfons'ofoomrevOTsy^'etwee^taem^dtheUm^ mn , Massachusetts. Mr. Levin gave his 
weU defined 0 ami satistketor * 16 °* Ielati( ™ with them > s ™ ple ’ Tote to Linu B °y d i th ® Principal candidate of the 
-Under the disoretionary°Mthority conferred by the act of Democrats. Mr. Tompkins, the new Whig mem- 
to foe SSjrfftSflN ber fr0m Nlississipph voted in the firstinstanoe for 
lies instead of to their ohiefs, or such persons as they might J. Gayle, of Alabama. The' excitement was in- 
mmle^payrnmafom^giveifge^neral^satisfactio^fto^the'great teuse > but exemplary order was observed. .Many 
body of the Indians. Justice has been done to them, and efforts were made to shake the resolution Of the 


Pending this motion, the House adjourned. 


Senate. —The Senate met, and appointed a 
Joint Committee to wait upon the President, and 
inform him that Congress was ready to receive 
any communication from him. 


ise adjourned. a determination not to interpose in the present 
struggle. 

6R 7. “A letter from the Popo has been published, 

and appointed a written some months ago, which contains an indi- 
lie President and rect censure of the Sunderbond, (the Jesuit Can- 
, ’ . tons,) and recognises the Diet as ihe legitimate 

ready to receive representative of Swiss nationality. The Pope’s 
legate in Switzerland, to whom the letter was ad- 


mode^pa^eM^sgdTOuhlen^^tisfoelimtathe great teuse > but exemplary order was observed. .Many 
body of the Indians. Justice has been done to them, and efforts were made to Shake the resolution Of the 
they are grateful to the Government for it. A few chiefs and .■ ,. , . . , . 

interested persons may object to this mode of payment, but dissentients just named; indications of profound 
imp^Hion from betag t practiced 1 upon the^reat^body^/com^ ^were: every where manifest. A third trial 


had just taken their seats were announced. 

- The motion pending when the House adjourn 
ed was that for the election of B. B. French i 


if several members who dressed, is accused of withholding it from thepub- 
were announced. lie, in order to favor the movements of the Uan- 

k .„ ( i,„ _ tons of the minority. Avery great excitement 

e e o s a jouin- p erva q cs tj, e Cantons of the majority, and it is 
ion ot B. B. French to sa {j that their army, under General Dut’our, will 


men Indians, constituting a majority of all the tribes. , unoaguuy. j. wu nuaureu aim eiguteen I . 

1 % S 8 . ™ ® a8t - Mr. Winthrop had received only ° f ^XIs cai 


terminated the agony. Two hundred and eightee 


lishment- of schools among them, and are making rapid ad- one hundred and nine; but Mr. Levin stenDed 
yances in agriculture—some of them producing a sufficient c , , , , . ’ , , " 

quantity of food tor their support, andf in some cases, a sur- f° rward > changed his vote, and the tellers an- ' 
those wlw^avereoeived'even^very limited“Sttor h and n0un0ed one Iwncbfed and ten, (or a majority of 
have ei gaged in agriculture, are smrounded, tend gradually tbe whole number,) voting in favor of Mr. Win- 
me^ W of ff subsi r st 1 eToe° i by tae 0^^ hXts^fTabo^d throp - What concessions the “Native” Member 


The roll was oalled, and the vote stood— 

For Campbell - 113 

Frenoh.109 

Scattering.- 3 

The scattering voteB were given hy J. R. Gid- 


nominated enthusiasm in favor of the rights (rb the Frenoh 
_ j ' papers say) of the Republic, that volunteers were 
L. llolmOB, p 0ur j n g j n from all quarters, and the Diet had 
authorized the enrollment of all that offered. These 
ood— measures had oaused the representatives of tho 

- - 113 Sunderbond to lower their tone, and although 

war was said to have been declared by the Diet, 
‘ iuJ it was hoped the Jesuits would come forward and 
- 3 agree to restore peace to the Republio hy retiring 


might have demanded from the Whigs, as had not dings : Mr - Tuok i and Mr - Hotoe8 - 


presents a satisfactory and gratityfiig acconnf of Ihe eomfo a Soutll 6ru Democrat declined voting, and thus 
Our ^mmeree 1 haVheen 611 m-8ued r wilh i inoreMed^activi^' shared in tbe boIlor of electing Mr. Winthrop) 
and with saiety and success, in l everyqm>rter a of theglofiei we do not know. This Democrat was the Hon. 
tobTrS^eotodtafoe°mostS I,avy ha3CaU8eJ LE ' Holmes ; of South Carolina! Hail he and Mr. 

In the Gulf of Mexico, and in the Pacific, the officers and Tompkins voted, the Massachusetts candidate 
ry 81 and perfoilm^d valuable ST* tlKarlfsC’of W °’ lld “ 0t haTe been ® lected - f ° r MeSSrS ' P^ey, 

SdTSidmore'«3ly," Sy of'taem^a^taerSptee’d GiddiUSS ’ Tuck > 8tiU refused tbeir su PP ort t0 
and held by the navy. When acting in oo-operatiou with tke oau CUS candidate. It should be remarked, that 
galLant^n^fosting^iflhed^servio^on^UuKih^weU^a^on Mr ’ T0m P kin8 > ^ bo tbe Union says was pledged to 
water, anddeserve the high commendation ofthe country. Ms constituents not to vote for Mr.Winthroo, de- 

While other maritime rowers are adding to their navies , 


Mr. Campbell, having received a majority of 
the whole number of votes, was deolared to be 
duly eleoted Clerk of the House. 

The annual message from the President was 
announced, and the rest of the time was occupied 
in the reading of it. 

SUPREME COURT. 


, “ The Paris Presse states that the news it had 

i t received from Italy at last dates is eontradictory. 

i a majority ot j t j a aa jq that the Sunderbond has consented to 
deolared to be : be removal of the Josuits, on the condition of be¬ 
ing paid two millions for the expenses of their 
President was warlike preparations. It was also reported that 
u the French Ambassador had declared that an ac- 

1 ‘ 8 P count would be received from Rome in a few days 

of the dissolution of the Order of Jesus. It is ev¬ 
ident that these rumors require confirmation. 

:T. “Italy.— A letter from Turin, of the 23d of 

Ootober, speaks ofthe new Ministry as being un- 
1847. popular, in consequence of its subjection to the 

. . , Austrian Jesuitical League. Ministers were en- 


clined voting on the third trial. Another thing The Supreme Court of the United States met, dcaToHng t0 quietthe p * ple with promises of re¬ 
part to make similar additions to our navy. The four war worthy of note is, that all the Whims from Geor a g reeaW y t0 law ' forms-among whioh are enumerated Customs 

steamers authorized hy the act or the third of Maroh, 1647, . 1 « vv gs irorn taeor p resent: Roger B. Taney, Chief Justice ; Union with the neighboring States, greater free- 

TJrrLTS!;..,., . gla Tennessee, pledged as they are to the M j ■ McLean James M Wavne John dom to municipal corporations, proceedings of the 

act, the secretory of the Mavy ha^Tu^ureuauc^of its Dro* su PP ort °F General Taylor for the Presidency, _ ' T . w ,, ’ „ , , r , y ’ , tribunals to be open to the publio, the establish- 

vieions, entered into contracts for J tbe^constmction of five supported Mr. Winthrop. We suppose it will Ca tron, Levi Woodbury, Robert C. Grier, Asso- ment 0 f courts for the administration of justice, 

steamers, to be employed in the traimporiation of the United 80al . C elv excite snrnriue tW „ KVa nusa- oiate Justices. and freedom of the press. The people were notsat- 

fSSZSS* “8I S “ y “ surprise, that men like Giddings, The CUef Ju8tie9 having annouaced that tke isfied with mere pauses, and the numerous peti- 

call of the dooket under the 36th rule would be tio ns going forward for reforms were accompam- 


Charleston, Savannah, and Havana, and from Havana to 
Chagresfor three steamers, to be employed in like man¬ 
ner from Panama to Oregon, “ so as to connect with the mail 
fromHavanato Chagresaeross the isthmus;” and for five 

Uve?p e »I. t0 TLs?sSeS^nbe a taiyopStyof thfeon- anxious to see eleoted. ” man. The populace of Turin bad turned out to 

tractors, but are to be built c ‘under the superintendence and NEWS FROM MEXICO. the number of two thousand men, wbo passed 

direction of a naval constructor in the employ of the Navy The reason of the selection of Mr. Winthrop - through tho streets, singing the hymn of Pius 

’th”' 118 the caucus candidate, we presume, 5s to be Th « Nem Orleans Picayune, as we learn hy the 1X; an d shouting, ‘ Long live Italy’— Long live 
•'■e first Class. found in'his prompt greeting to Texas on her Ualtimare Sun, announces the arrival of the steam- Pius IX’—‘Down with the Jesuits!’ This oalled 

WiS:***<*» intomus energetic support abi P Alabama, from Vera Cruz on the 18th Nov., 

tbe war measures of the Administration, and I" 1111 dates from the capital to the Sth. Among ^ every direa4ii)11) giving lhe Clty the appearance 

kc them for the exclusive use and service of the United in his opposition in the Massachusetts State Con- tbe P ass engers were Generals Cluitman and 0J f a m iHtary garrison. On the following day, a 

a therefor'?,°“ “ akinspr0 I leroom I >ensa t ion to ttle coatraot " vention to the resolution of Mr. Palfrey to make Shields ; Colonels Hardy, Garland, Anderson, desperate riot oocurred between the crews of an 

Whilst these Steamships will be employed in transporting the Wilmot Proviso a test in the Presidential M 01 'g ai “) Ramsay, and Burnett. General Quit- Austrian ship and a Neapolitan vesselly ing in the 

,e mails of the United States eoastwise, and toforeign coun- , .. ... . man returns t,n obtain nn snrmintmmt nt thn Vin»rl harbor. The national questions at issue were the 

to b8 paid 110 & e , !ectl0n - an opposition -which resulted inlaying matt ret ™0 obtain an appointment at the head ^ of ^ m ^ |arties appeared, to 


Palfrey, and Tuck, did not feel free to sustain a 


candidate whom an advocate of the extreme pre- , , „ ... ' .. , 

tensions of slavery from Seuth Carolina seemed oommenced to-morrow, the Court adjourned. 


Grier, Asso- ment 0 f 00ttr t s f or the administration of justice, 
and freedom of the press. The people were not Hat¬ 
red that the isfied with mere promises, and the numerous peti* 
■ule would be tions g° in g forward for reforms were aceompani- 
. , ed by protests against a late decree prohibiting 

JO rneu. public assemblages. The people are united to a 
man. The populace of Turin had turned out to 
the number of two thousand men, who passed 
through tho streets, singing the hymn of Pius 
learn by the [ X . and shouting, ‘ Long live Italy’— 1 Long live 


The Nem Orleans Picayune, as we learn hy the [ X . an j shouting, ‘ Long live Italy’—’ Long live 
Bultimare Sure, announces the arrival of the steam- Pius IX’—‘Down with the Jesuits I’ This called 
ship Alabama, from Vera Cruz on the 18th Nov., f ort b a display ofthe military power, and during 
with dates from the capital to the Sth. Among tbe remainder of the night troops were to be met 


the resolution on the table. ° of some division; General Shields, for health and ZJJto ttfiToTtto 

greatlyt^ertdehAy The character of the committees, the composi- r6:,t - Tw ° bundred and ten siok and disabled Neapolitans was killed. The rumored recall of 

of force. To.the f , . . , ,, ’ . ... soldiers came passengers. Count de Rossi was received with iavor. He had 

s&iTsajts.a’ss'.rsttS: “r. Hit. S? ™ g »“*i J r r«u, ^ ... “ pr; !r r ‘ K ” np r :to ,s 

A?fSh Llportttton of tb?ma2 to and slav «y, he has determined to pursue. A sufficient m,mber of members of the Mexican an Italian by birth, he had betrayed his native 

foreign countries may be authorized by Congress, this num- i\/r w „ , Congress had arrived at Gtueretaro to form a country to the stranger 

ber may be enlarged indefinitely. ’ Ml • Win %°P> personally, has many qualities r It __ as sorted at Vera Cvw, that Gou- t£ A letter from Ferrara states that several of 

wiTh h thTvS a com “^ nic ^ ti011 ■which ad^t^aim to his responsible position. He r nri . n it*’ • the Cardinals, after examining the new Roman 

With the! various distant j arts of the globe is established, by ‘ . eral Lane had met with General Rea again, and l nrl derlarini* that 

means of American-built sea-steamers, would find an ample 18 a gentleman m his manners, and in his pres- „ ffoY0 , Tr l T Constitution, had added an article aecui ing tnac 

reward in the increase of onr ccqjnnerce, and in making our ence utterance attitude and rnnlmvw* s a utterl y routed him. Colonel Hays left Vera the reforms were now finished. Pius IX effaced 

country and its resources more favorably known abroad; but ’,. J b Cruz on the 13th, for Puebla, escorting Major this article, with the exclamation, c We shall see 

. ».bm.... .1 c. di e „it,, „d p wllh diii ^ ^ .1.. .ill di. up... tad,.'” 

chased by the compensation to be paid for the transportation . ' ' General Butler had arrived at Vera Cruz, and ? 0,Ua 

A just nationafpridefno^ess^than our commercial 1 inter- • e m # e P en( lent conduct of a few Members, in would soon move towards the capital with 6,000 andTotker Chairs, comprising mahogany, maple, walnut, and 

W1 „ gfr ° m him tbeir su PP° rfc > coated no raen . Nothing was known of the whereabouts of 


to take them for public use, will add greatly to the efficiency 
and strength of this description of our naval force. To the 
steamers thus authorized under contracts made by the Sec- 
thurized f under ^ ® h ,° Uld be a - dded five other ^earners, au- 
Postmaster General, making 6 an mSitiomim^wlmle!6f 
eighteen war steamers subject to be taken for public use. 
As further contracts for the transportation of the mail to 
foreign countries may be authorized by Congress, this num¬ 


ber may be enlarged indefinitely. ’ Air. W mti^op, person 

The enlightened poiicy by which a rapid communication which adagtttiiim to his l 
is a gentleman in his rr 
ence> utteranoe ’ attitude ” 

the national advantage is still greater, of having our uaval a combination of grace, ( 
the privilege of taking the ship?already Equipped forimm^ Sion > * s Calculated 

! e v V1 fu at a moinen ^ 8 BOtice 5 and will be cheaply pur- mand resp ect. 
chased by the compensation to be paid for the transportation 

ofthe mail in them, over and above the postages received. The independent condi 
A just national pride, no less than our commercial inter- • ( i. , ,. „ .. 

ests, would seem to favor the policy of augmenting the num- ^Rbholdmg from him tl 
S515S descripfcl j ) ? °f vessels. They can be built in our small irritation among n 
country cheaper and m greater numbers than in any other & 


The character of the committees, the composi- 1 
tion of whioh depends upon the Speaker, will S< 
soon enable the public to understand what may 
be the line of policy, both in reference to the war 3 
and slavery, he has determined to pursue. ^ 

Mr. Wintl^yop, personally, has many qualities ^ 
which adajj^jfiim to his responsible position. He e . 
is a gentleman in his manners, and in his pres- u 
ence, utterance, attitude, and movements, there is r- 


jaitn ana for their respective countries. One of the 

disabled N eapolitans was killed. The rumored recall of 
Count de Rossi was received with favor. He had 


country cheaper and in greater numbers Van in V? other SmaU lrrltat ; on amon S mere partisans; but Con- Santa Allua . The American Star , of the 3d, pub- 
“taefer you to the aoeommimmr renort of the Postmoster ^ &S the Nati ° n > n ° eds the C0unsels Hshed at Mexico, says, that the Congress of Gue- 

General for a detailed and satLifetory aeeouS of the oondi- and ““J 1011 ° f j ust such Inen ' The ir consistency retar0 ha d received a oommunioation from Mr. 
r glV !, them a p0Siti0n and m0ral Mnence Trist. 

the reduction in the rates of postage, and notwithstanding the y could neve r acquire by making themselves Correspondence of the New Orleans Delta, 

the year will.be sufficient to defmyalf^hTexpanses,Vnd ^ mere vassa ^ s P art y- Vera Cruz, Mexico, Nov. 18, 1847. 

Jhatp^ f pol h6raIdWiIlbe required from the Tr,3R8uryfor The Proceedings of the House, on the second In the city of Guadalajara a fresh revolution 
The first of the American mail steamers authorized by the day, require a word of comment. Mr. Camp- lias burst forth in favor of the elevation to the 
taesS^hn1^fef^Asraua te |ta*SrS belFs name ) arc informed, was recorded Presidency of Gomez Farias^the avowed antago- 


1 ‘ 1 they have now cm ham! a very splendid assortment of Parlor 

towards the capital with 6,000 and other Chairs, comprising mahogany, maple, walnut, and 
as known of the whereabouts of a 0 n^isposed™o t puSiasa ) to <1 gSve thema y cS”“« theirassoxt- 


iurse of construction, and will be put upon the line as soon d ' 0SHUA Gidiiings, in 1842, for present- therefrom the sacred utensils of gold, were sud- $175 ; F. Boots, $1.25; J clferson’s and Ties, $1.12 12. 

lrSnrf d foe C m^ffo S a a reame°r b to^^^ iDg a Series of resolutions defining the relations denly assaulted by the mob, incited by the priests. IlSsT'raMh.T? 8 ** WhUe SatiD * 

ana. of the States and the Federal Government to A sanguinary engagement immediately ensued Misses and Children’s in proportion. Satin Shoes made for 

A reciprocal and satisfactory postal arrangement has been s [. 1T rrv TTo woo between the infuriated parties—the one endeavor- $1, when the ladies furnish the satin. April22. 

iade by the Postmaster Geueral with the authorities of B1,lTer y- He was the caucus nominee ofthe . . -viiln^o th n a.mrod odificoo *hn athor to arc-<- 


1842, for present- therefrom tl 


Santa Anna. The American Star, of the 3d, pub- mentis not surpassed, it equalled, by an; 

,, , theoity. They would also inform shippi: 

lished at Mexico, says, that the Congress of due- they have also on hand Shipping Chairs 
retaro had reoeived a communication from Mr. Brmize, Split (Jane, Cane Seat®, Tups, Cl 


rpo THE LADIES.— Thomas H. Stanford, southeast 
18, 1847. earner of Saratoga and Breen streets, Jlallimore, keeps 

, .. constantly on hand, and makes to order, the most fashionable 

revolution Ladies, Misses, and Children’s Shoes, of every description 
lion to the and material, and of tlie best quality,’ at the following low 
red antazo- “bata? 3 , reduced from his former prices. Ho sells nothing 
ana whilst b ', lt H 8 ow !j mak , e; “"’'■’taueutiy, he is prepared to warrant 
ana, wnutt what he sells to he good. 

to abstract, Thick Soles— Gaiters, $£«g<#t 25; HalfGaiters, $1.50 to 


/I reciprocal anu satisiactory postal arrangement has been a I. 1V prv Ho w™ tho *, „ Decween tne lniunatea parties—tne one endeavor- wuen me. lauies lurmsn Ml 

g'S, 1 Postmaster.eeneridwlth the authorities of “ the caucus nominee of the i ng to pillage the sacred edifices, the other to pro- TQHN Q w „ M -_ w 

tbe Clerkship, and received the vote Jt them from the threatened’ desecration/ In SSJ^SSfS 

comimmications by mail steamers, except with Great Brit- or ever y W lilg member present, except Mr. Gid- the action, it is said that General Ampudia, Of do all kinds of Pa.per Hanging and Upholstering, at the short- 
. , , dings. Mr. Tuck, the Liberty member from New Monterey and Sentmanat notoriety, was slain, Y? n !P m ® linds ” ade t0 0, [ der ; 

Hampshire, manfully voted against him. The together with many ofthe followed of Gome Uunhy ”‘ m ^ £* 


to Bremen, at V Southampton ; °hi t the A mon\ C ^ Hampshire, manfully voted against him. The ^getlierwith many ofthe followers of Gomez .. 

took out to Great Britain, or whioh went into the British Hampshire have sent a man to Congress. as usual. ^ I wri^s 44 y fVA »,i M nmi t 












THE NATIONAL ERA. 


The same year that the Company of the West 
was chartered, and the projeot of an establish¬ 
ment in the Illinois country was entertained, ai 
association of individuals organized a branch com 
pany, under the name of the Company of St 
Philip, apd under the patronage and supervision 
of the Company of the West, to prosecute the 
mining business in the upper country of Louis¬ 
iana and Illinois. At the head of this company, 
and its principal agent, was an enterprising ad¬ 
venturer by the name of Philip Francis Re¬ 
nault. It appears, also, that ho was a member of 
the Company of the West, and he is mentioned 
in the records of that company as “ Director Gen¬ 
eral of the Minos of the Royal India Company in 
Illinois. The name Illinois was then applied to 
all the country above the Natchez. Renault left 
France in 1719, with two hundred artificers and 
miners, with the necessary implements and out¬ 
fit. In bis passage he landed at the island of St. 
Domingo, (now Hayti.) and purchased fine hundred 
slaves to work the mines of gold and silver in Illi¬ 
nois, of which his fancy teemed. These were ta¬ 
ken to the vicinity of Kaskaskia, and became the 
progenitors of the class now called “French 
slaves,” and held to servitude within the State ol 
Illinois. 

At that period, and for forty years after, no set¬ 
tlements of Europeans were formed on tiie west 
side of the Mississippi. The whole region on 
both sides of the “Great Water” was called, in¬ 
differently, the country of 1 llinois and Upper Lou¬ 
isiana. ICaskaskia and Cahokia were ancient In¬ 
dian towns, and, at the time of the visit of Re¬ 
nault, were mission stations and trading posts of 
the French. The Indian tribos in what is now 
oalled Illinois did not exceed 5,000 souls. The 
Caoquias and Tamarouaf, (as the French authors 
of the time spelled their names.) two Illinois tribes 
united, had their village near the present site of 
Cahokia, and five inilesnowthouat ftom St. Louis. 
At Kaskaskia, as Charlevoix, in 1721, states, the 
Jesuits had a college, and a flourishing mission in 
tho two stations. The most extensive one, and 
which contained the largest number of Indians, 
was situated on the American Bottom, as the ex¬ 
tensive alluvion plain on the east side of the Mis¬ 
sissippi is oalled, about, fifteen miles above Kas- 
kaskia. 

Renault established his colony not far from this 
mission, in what is now the southwestern part of 
Monroe oounty, and called tho villago St. Philip’s, 
it was long known by the name of the Lit.tie Vil¬ 
lage. Near it, he planned and built Fort Char¬ 
tres. hrorp this point ho sent out his miners and 
explorers into the country on both sides of the 
Mississippi. Excavations for gold and silver were 
made in Jaokson, Randolph, Monroe, and St. 
Clair counties, the remains of which are still vis- I 
ible. Silver crock received its name from these 
“diggings,” and tradition tells of masses of Bilver 
ore that were raised and sent over re France. 

In Missouri, tho exploring parties of miners 
were headed by M. La Motte, a scientific gentle¬ 
man, said to be well versed in the knowledge 
mining. Lead and copper in great profusion, a. 
of various qualities, were discovered, but gold 
and silver existed only in the brains of the ad¬ 
venturers. 

Amongst the “money diggers” of that period 
was a man by the name of Do Lochon, who made 
claim to the science of mineralogy. A place was 
pointed out t.0 him near the Mmrneg , in Missouri, 
where he dug up a large quantity of silver or - 

he oalled it, and, after smelting, he obtained _ 

drachms of pure silver. His associates accused 
him of putting^hat amount into the crucible. 

Renault made various discoveries of lead and 
copper. There are “ diggings ” north of Potosi, 
in Missouri, that still bear his name, as does a 
stream of water near by. Being disappointed in 
his dreams of gold and silver, Renault finally 
turned his attention to the smelting of lead, iu 
which his slaves were employed, of which he made 
considerable quantities. It was transported on 
paekhorses and mules from the interior to the 
Mississippi, sent to New Orleans in pirogues, ami 
from thonce shipped to France. In what manner 
his slaves were treated, what privileges they en¬ 
joyed, and of what they were deprived, there arc 
no records to inform us. In some respects, the 
French differed Irom the English and Anglo- 
Americans in their feelings towards the African 
race. There was less repugnanco on account, of 
color, and social feelings more cultivated. Mas¬ 
ters and slaves all belonged to the same religious 
fraternity,_ (the Roman Catholic,) and worshipped 
in their way at the same altar in company. Se¬ 
vere labor was exacted in the mining business, and 
very probably their fare was scanty, being ob¬ 
tained chiefly by hunting the wild game. 

During the operations of Renault in Illinois 
and Missouri, an enterprising commander, by the 
name of Bernard dc la Harp, ascended tho Red 
river, and built a fort and established trading 
posts in northern Texas. A threatened collision 
with the Spanish commandant of Mexico, who 
had caused a mission to be established among the 
Assinais Indians, produced a long correspondence, 
in which the superior of the mission, who acted as 
commandant, tacitly admitted the claims of the 
French to the oountry. The French held pos¬ 
session of Texas, both at the Bay of Bt. Bernard 
and on Rod river, till tho oountry of Louisiana 
was coded to Spain, in 1703. 

In 1721, M. de la Harp, with a detachment ol 
troops, engineers, and draughtsmen, made a sur¬ 
vey of the harbors of Texas along the Gulf, and 
tho mouths of the Trinity, Brassos, Guadaloupe. 
and Colorado, 

Though not directly connected with the sub¬ 
ject in bund, we herewith give a birdseye view ol 
the question of original boundary between France 
and Spain, concerning Texas. We have already 
shown that the French claimed und held posses¬ 
sion to the Rio Bravo, which is now called the 
Rio Grande, as the southwestern corner of Louis¬ 
iana. But North Mexico waB discovered by Don 
Antonio du Mirior in 1683, and the province 
Durango settled within a few years after. Frc 
a bend in the river in this province, a chain 
‘mountains runs northward, which was regarded 
as the continuance of the boundary in that direc¬ 
tion. Hence the Paso del Norte, Santa Fe, 
other villages, though along the waters and 
of the Rio Grande, belonged to the Government 
of Mexioo. [to be continued.] 


From the Wellstmrg (Va.) Herald. 

ADDRESS TO THE PEOPLE OF WESTERN 
VIRGINIA, 

Showing that slavery is injurious to the public welfare, and 
that it may be gradually abolished, without detriment to 
. the rights and interests of slaveholders. 


Though defeated for the time, the friends of 
gradual emancipation were not in despair. There 
was a general acknowledgement of the evils of 
slavery ; and strong hopes were entertained that, 
in a few years, a decided majority of the Legisla¬ 
ture would be for ridding the country of this de¬ 
leterious institution. But these hopes were sadly 
disappointed. East Virginia became more and 
more adverse, not only to emancipation in any 
mode or form, but to any discussion of the subject. 
Even iu our West Virginia, though we believe no 
material change of sentiment has taken place, lit¬ 
tle has Binoe been said, and nothing done, to effect 
an object so important to the welfare of the coun¬ 
ty- 


QUEEN VICTORIA AND PRINCE ALBERT. 

No Ctueen of England was ever more univer¬ 
sally popular than Victoria. She is now, and has 
been during my tour through Scotland, travelling 
for pleasure, with her royal consort and theii 
children, through tho Highlands. Tho enthusi¬ 
astic admiration of the Scotch is everywhere ex¬ 
pressed, in every form which can prove that it 
comes from the heart. Indeed, the Queen her¬ 
self seems to court and cultivate it by every means 
in her power. I was amused the other day, in 
glancing at some notes of her tour through the 
Highlands, to see how the woman and the mother 
triumphed over tho Queen, in her complaisance 
to some highland women, who, crowding upon the 
boat as she was leaving, demanded that she would' 
show them her “dear little bairns.” Tho Queen, 
in great good humor, first seized one of the little 
Dutchmen, and then another, and, holding them 
up in her arms, Bhowed them off in fine style, to 
the eostatio admiration and cheers of the enrap¬ 
tured and grateful mothers and daughters of the 
hills and glens of the Western Isles. 

Indeed, the domestic virtues of the royal pair, 
and their extreme prudence in all matters of party 
spirit and party interests, entitle them to the 
highest esteem and admiration of the nation. No 
one in England kuows whether the illustrious 
Regent or his more illustrious oonsort lean more 
to the Whigs or to the Tories—to the ins or to 
the outs of office. They have got five healthy, 
plump, and ruddy children. One of them, whom 
I saw standing on tho canvass, in the full uniform 
of a young tar, with his jack-knife and pouch on, 
ready for business, is as promising a lad, in all 
that constitutes good nature, good sense, and a 
good spund constitution, as any lad 1 saw in all 
London city. He is already destined for the na¬ 
vy, and takes his station before the mast, as it 
predestined to rise by merit to the high office of 
admiral. 

The greatest objection that I have to Prince 
Albert is, that he seems to be more ambitious to 
be a good sportsman and a good marksman among 
the grouse and the deer, than to shine in litera¬ 
ture or science, though now Lord Chanoellor of 
Cambridge; and that his red beard, so fastidi¬ 
ously cut upon the upper lip, is in bhd taste, and 
a bad model to the dandies of the age, who ima¬ 
gine that a pair of scissors, or a sharp razor, cun¬ 
ningly guided over the chin or upper lip, indi¬ 
cates more good sense and more good taste, than 
the red paint of an Indian, or the particolored 
heard of a goat suspended to tho lip or to the 
chin of a beardless Turk. And while remonstrat¬ 
ing against the Prince Regent, that I may not ap¬ 
pear blind to the imperfections of the Queen of 
England, I must say that, in my humble opinion, 
she vjsitB the theatre top often, and especially on 
Saturday evenings, than is either prudent or 
comely for the “ Head of the Church of England .” 
That her example, in this particular, is already 
detrimental to some of their Graces, the Pre¬ 
lates, or Lord Bishops, I must infer—more espe¬ 
cially since I see it noted in some of the English 
prints that tho celebrated Jenny Lind has been 
engaged to attend at a ball in the Bishop of Lon¬ 
don’s palace, to be given on some grand occasion. 

The Queen in this case cannot admonish the 
Bishop : and I do not see how the Bishop can ad¬ 
monish the Queen— Alexander Campbell 


This long silence and apparent apathy 
part is also, in some degree, owing to our coi 
inability to do anything requiring [egislative 
tion, unless East Virginia be pleased to aid i 
and this we have felt certain she would not do, 
any time since the debate of 1832. 

But this unfavorable change of sentiment 
Virginia is dne chiefly to the fanatical violence 
of those Northern Anti-Slavery men, who have 
been usually oalled Abolitionists. 

The excitement in Great Britain on the subject 
of West India slavery was caught by some enthu¬ 
siasts in this country, and, from that day to this, 
some thousands of people have been smitten with 
a sort of moral insanity. A malignant rage against 
slaveholders—denoted by bitter denunciations and 
unprincipled calumnies—has characterized their 
proceedings. Many other Anti-Slavery men, led 
on by indiscreet zeal, but actuated by purer mo¬ 
tives, contributed to swell the torrent of denuncia¬ 
tion, and to alarm the Southern people by inces¬ 
sant attempts to disturb their domestic relations, 
and to drive them into an immediate abolition of 
slavery. Southern men of all parties were indig¬ 
nant at this unjustifiable interference with then- 
domestic concerns; they knew, also, that, as the 
principles of Abolitionists were erroneous, so the 
measures which they insisted on our adopting 
were rash and dangerous. 

The friends of graduali emancipation soon saw 
that, of all the ill winds that would blow upon 
their cause, this storm of Abolitionism was the 
worst. They had to postpone all efforts to effect 
their object, until this tempest of fanaticism should 
spend its violence, or become less alarming. It 
has raged during fifteen years ; and now the Abo¬ 
litionists may boast, if they will, that they have 
done more in this time® rivet the chains of the 
slave, and to fasten the curse of slavery upon the 
country, than all the pro-slavery men in the world 
have done, or could do, in half a century. They 
have not, by honorable means, liberated a single 
slave; and they never will, by such a course of 
proceedings as they have pursued. On the con¬ 
trary, they have created new difficulties in the 
way of all judicious schemes of emaneipation, by 
prejudicing the minds of slaveholders, and by 
compelling us to combat their false principles and 
rash Bchemes, in our rear, whilst we are facing 
the opposition of men, and the natural difficulties 
of the case, in our front. 

But, fellow-citizens, shall we suffer this meddle¬ 
some sect of Abolitionists to blind our eyes to the 
evils of slavery, and to tie up our hands, when the 
condition of our country and the Welfare of our¬ 
selves and our children summon us to immediate 
action ? We all agree that the Abolitionists shall 
not interfere with any policy that we may choose 
to adopt, in reference to our relations. We repu¬ 
diate ail connection with themselves, their princi¬ 
ples, and their measures. All that wo ask of them, 
is, that they stand aloof, and let us and our Blaves 
alone. One thing we feel certain of, that we can 
do and provide better for the welfare of our slaves 
than they ever did or ever will. What have they 
over done to better the condition of the slaves 
whom they have enticed away from their m; 

Wo venture to affirm, that the majority 
poor fellows who have thus been lured away, have 
regretted the ease and plenty which they left be¬ 
hind them. We arfe not sure that those even 
who have been paraded as Abolition lions, from 
city to city, to tell horrible stories—the more hor¬ 
rible the better—about the oruelty of slavehold¬ 
ers—have long enjoyed as much comfort in their 
lying occupation, as many a contented inmate of 
our Southern negro quarters has enjoyed in liii 
slavery. 

But what of all these abolition manoeuvres 
They are of such a character that they disgrace 
the party which employs them, and disables that 
party to do as much mischief as they otherwise 

Having failed in their first mode of action, by 
denunciatory pamphlets and newspapers, and by 
petitions to Congress, the most violent class of 
Abolitionists have now termed themselves into a 
political party, aiming to subvert the Federal 
Constitution, whioh guaranties the rights of slave¬ 
holders, and to destroy the Federal Union, which 
is tho glory and safeguard of us all. Thus they 
have armed against themselves every American 
patriot; and, what is most remarkable, they have 
mot, from the opposite extreme, those Southern 
polititions and ultra pro-slavery men — oalled 
Chivalry and Nullificrs—who so often predict 
and threaten a dissolution of our Union. Thus it 
is that extremes often meet. 

Now, when the ultraists on both sides have 
shown their colors, we may leave them to the 
management of the uncorrypted classes of Ameri¬ 
can citizens, who will doubtless give a good account 
of them all, whilst we, of West Virginia, steer our 
course in the safe middle way, and seek Jr remove 
the plague of slavery from our limits, wBmc 
curriug the charge of ultra Abolitionism c_ 
one hand, or of ultra pro-slaveryism—or whatever 
it may be oalled—on the other. Against the one 
party, wo affirm the right of slaveholding, under 
present circumstances; against the other party, 
we affirm the expediency of removing slavery 
from West Virginia, and from every other State, 
or portion of a State, in which the number ol 
slaves is not too large. 

At the same time, we avow the principle that 
every State, and every great division of a State, 
ought, in a domestic matter of such importance, to 
judge and act for itself. We disclaim all inten¬ 
tion to interfere with slavery in East Virginia. 

W o Jeave it to our brethren there, to choose for 
themselves, whether they will let the institution 
remain as it is, or whether they will modify or 
abolish it, in one way or another. Their slave 
population is relatively eight times as large as 
ours. The same remedy may not be expedient in 
suoh different stages of a disease. All that we 
ask of our eastern brethren, iu regard to this mat¬ 
ter, is, that if West Virginia shall call for a law 
to remove Blavery from her side of the Blue Ridge, 
East Virginia shall not refuse her consent, be¬ 
cause the measure may not be palatable to herself. 

Heretofore, no suoh scheme for West Virginia 
only has been proposed among us; and no State 
has abolished slavery in one part of her territory, 


nor be disposed to disturb the harmony of the 
Commonwealth. So far from aiding the designs 
of the Abolitionists, either in Congress or in our 
Legislature, both her feelings and her interests 
will make her more than ever hostile to that per¬ 
nicious sect. 

6. If East Virginia apprehend that the dele¬ 
gates from the free counties would often speak 
more freely about slavery matters than she would 
like to hear, from her central city of Richmond, 
let her agree to remove the seat of Government to 
Staunton, near the centre of our territory and of 
our white population, and she will be free from 
all annoyance of this sort. West Virginia would 
then appear no more like a remote province of 
East Virginia, and be no longer subject to the 
disadvantage of having all measures affecting her 
interest acted upon by a Legislature deliberating 
in the heart of East Virginia, and exposed to the 
powerful influenoe of a city and a people, whose 
bland manners and engaging hospitalities a 
enough to turn both the hearts and heads of 
rough mountaineers, whether we be legislators 
not. [to be continued.] 


and retained it in another. For this reason, 
persons may at first thought consider such a 
scheme as unfeasible. A State, composed partly 
of free and partly of slaveholding territory, may 
seem to present a political incongruity, and to be 
incapable of conducting its public affairs har¬ 
moniously. To relieve the minds of those who 
may feel apprehensions of this sort, we offer the 
following suggestions: 

1. Free States and slaveholding States have, 
during fifty-eight years, lived peaceably and pros¬ 
perously under our'Federal Government. Sec¬ 
tional jealousies and occasional jars have occurred^ 
but without evil consequences. 

2. Nothing in the nature of the case need cre- 

e difficulty, except the framing of laws that may 

affect the rights and interests of slaveholders. 
But an amendment of the Constitution could ea¬ 
sily provide for the security of the slaveholders in 
East Virginia, against *11 unjust legislation, aris¬ 
ing from the power or the anti-slavery principles 
of the West. 

3. After such an emancipation law as we pro¬ 
pose should bo passed for West Virginia, no im¬ 
mediate ohange would take place in the institu. 
tion of slavery among us, except that masters , 
would probably choose to emancipate or remove 
from the State a larger number of slaves than 
heretofore. As only the next generation of ne¬ 
groes would be entitled to emancipation, the 
law would not begin its practical operation for 
twenty-one years at least-, and then it,would ope¬ 
rate gradually for thirty or forty years longer, 
before slavery would bo extinguished in West 
Virginia—so that for many years the actual slave 
interests among us would not bo greatly dimin- 

4. There is, and long has been, in different 
parts of Virginia, every degree of difference, from 
the least to the greatest, between the alaveholding 
and the non-slaveholding interests of the people. 
In some parts, not one man in a hundred owns a 
slave, and the slaveholding interest is virtually 
nothing. In West Virginia at Urge, the slaves, 
being one-eighth of the population, and the slave¬ 
holding population one-eighth of the whites, the 
free interest predominates nearly as much as the 
slave interest predominates in East Virginia—so 
that we have in practical operation, if not in per¬ 
fection, that political incongruity of slave interest 
and free interest, which is feared as a consequence 
of tho measure that we propose. 

,5. By allowing West Virginia her just share of 
representation, and, if she call for it, a law for the 
removal of slavery, East Virginia will do more to 
harmonize the feelings of the State, than she ever 
lias done, or oan do by a continued refusal. West 
Virginia, being then secured in her essential 
rights and interests, -will not desire a separation, 


vas a bright autumnal day, when two boys 
went forth to gather nuts. One was keen-eyed 
and self-important in his gait. The other had 
mild, deep eyes, and his motions were like flowers 
swaying to a gentle breeze. Alfred, the keen¬ 
eyed, mounted the tree and shook it “ I should 
like to own a dozen such trees,” said he, “and have 
all the nuts to myself.” 

“ Oh, see how beautifully the setting sun shines 
slanting through the boughs on the trunk and 
branches! 11 glows like gold!” exclaimed Ernest. 

“ If the sun were like old Midas, that we read 
about at school, there would be some fun in it,” 
replied Alfred; “for if it turned all it touched 
into real gold, l could peel off the bark and buy a 
horse with it.” 

Ernest gazed silently at the golden sea of clouds 
in the weBt, and then at the warm gleams it cast 
on the old walnut tree. He stood thus hut a mo¬ 
ment ; for bis companion aimed a nut at his head, 
and shouted, “ Make haste to fill the basket, you 
lazy fellow 1” 

The nuts were soon gathered, and the boys 
stretched themselves on (he grass, talking over 
school affairs. A flock of birds flew over their 
heads towards the south. “ They aro flying away 
from winter,” said Ernest. “ How I should like 
to go with them where the palms and cocoas grow. 
See how beautifully they skim along the air 1” 

“ I wish I had a gun,” rejoined Alfred, “ I would 
have some of them for supper.” 

It was a mild autumn twilight. The cows had 
gone from the pastures, and all was still, save the 
monotonous bass of the crickets. The fitful whis¬ 
tling of the boys gradually subsided into dreamy 
silence. As they lay thus, winking drowsily, Er¬ 
nest saw a queer little dwarf peep from under an 
arching root of the walnut tree. His little dots 
of blue eyes looked cold and opaque, as if they 
ide of turquoise. His hands were like the 
claws of a bird. But he was surely a gentleman 
of property and standing, for his brown velvet 
vest was embroidered with gold, and a diamond 
fastened his hat-band. While Ernest wondered 
who he could be, his attention was attracted by a 
bright little vision hovering in the air before him. 
At first, he thought it was a large insect or a small 
bird; but as it floated over, nearer and nearer, he 
perceived a lovely little face with tender luminous 
eyes. Her robes seemed like soap-bubbles glanc¬ 
ing in the sun, and under her bonnet, made of an 
inverted white petunia blossom, the little ringlets 
shone like finest threads of gold. The stamen of 
a white lily served her for a wand, and she held 
it towards him, saying, in tones of soft bese’eeh- 
—ent, “Let me touch your eyeB.” 

“ You had better touch my wand. Yon will find 

ranch more to the purpose.” croaked the dwarf 
under the walnut root. “ Look here! wouldn’t 
you like to have this?” and he shook a purse full 
of coins as he spoke. 

“ 1 don’t like your cold eyes and your skinny 
fingers,” replied Ernest. “ Pray who are you?” 

“My name is Utouch,” answered the gnome, 
“and I bring great luck wherever I go.” 

“And what is yours, dear little spirit of the 
air ?” asked Ernest. 

She looked lovingly into his eyes, and answered, 

“ My name is Touchu. Shall I be your friend for 
life?” 

He smiled, and eagerly replied, “ Oh yes! oh 
yes! Your face is so full of love!” 

She descended gracefully, and touched his eyes 
with her lily stamen. The air became redolent 
with delicate perfume, like fragrant violets kissed 
by the soft south wind. A rafnbow arched the heav¬ 
ens, and reflected its beautiful image on a mirror 
of mist. The old tree reached forth friendly arms, 
and cradled the sunbeams on its bosom. Flowers 
seemed to nod and smile, as if they knew him very 
well, and the little birds sang into his inmost soul. 
Presently, he felt that he was rising slowly and 
undulating on the air, like a winged seed when it 
is breathed upon; and away he sailed- on fleecy 
clouds under the arch of the rainbow. A mock¬ 
ing laugh roustd him Atom his trance, and he 
heard Utouch, the gnome, exclaim, jeeringly, 
“There he goes, in one of his air-castles, on a 
voyage to the moon!” Then he felt himself fall¬ 
ing through the air, and all at once he was on the 
ground. Birds, flowers, rainbows, all were gone. 
Twilight had deepened into a dreary evening; 
winds sighed through the trees, and the crickets 
kept up their mournful creaking tones. Ernest 
was afraid to be alone. He felt round for his com¬ 
panion, and shook him by the arm, exclaiming, 


Alfred 1 Alfred, wake up! I have had a wonder¬ 
ful fine dream here on the grass.” 

“ So have I,” replied Alfred, rubbing his eyes. 

Why need you wake me just as the old fellow 
was dropping a purse full of money into my hand ?” 
"What old fellow?” inquired Ernest. 

He called himself Utouch,” answered Alfred; 
“ and he promised to be my constant companion, 
i hope he will keep his word; for I like an old 
chap that drops a purse of gold into your hand 
when you ask for it.” 

“ Why, I dreamed of that same old fellow,” said 
Ernest, “ but I didn’t like his looks.” 

“ Perhaps he didn’t show you the full purse?” 
said Alfred. 

“Yes, he didreplied Ernest, “ but I felt--such 
love for the little fairy with tender eyes and heart- 
melting voice, that I chose her for my life friend. 
And oh, she made the earth so beautiful!” 

His companion laughed, and said, “ I dreamed 
of her too. So you preferred that floating soap- 
bubble, did you ? I should have guessed as much. 
But come, help me carry the nuts home, for I am 
hungry for my supper.” 

Years passed, and the boys were men. Ernest 
sat writing in a small chamber that looked toward 
the setting sun. His little child had hung a pris- 
matio chandelier-drop on the window, and he 
wrote amid the rainbows that it oast over his pa¬ 
per. In a simple vase on his desk stood a stalk of 
olossoms from the brilliant wild flower, called the 
Cardinal. Unseen by him, the fairy Touchu cir¬ 
cled round his head, and waved her lily stamen, 
from whioh the fine gold-colored dust fell on his 
hair in a fragrant shower. In the greensward be¬ 
low, two beautiful yellow birds sat among the cat¬ 
nip blossoms, picking the seed, while they rooked 
gracefully on the wind-stirred plant. Ernest 
smiled, as he said to himself, “ G one are the dan¬ 
delion blossoms, which strewed my grass-carpet 
with golden stars; and now come these winged 
flowers to refresh the eye. When they are gone 
‘ i warmer climes, then will the yellow butterflies 
me in pairs; and whenever they are gone, here 
i ray oboe sleep the soft yellow tones ever ready 
i wake and cheer me with their child-like glad- 

He took up tho instrument as he spoke, and 
played a slight flourish. A little bird, that nes¬ 
tled among the leaves of a cherry tree near by, 
caught the tones of the oboe, and mocked it with 
a joyous trill, a little sunny shower of sound. 
Then sprang the poet to his feet, and his counte¬ 
nance lighted up like a transfigured one! But a 
slight cloud soon floated over that- radiant expres¬ 
sion. “ Ah, if thou only wert not afraid of me!” 
he said. “ If thou wouldst come, dear little warb¬ 
ler, and perch on my oboe, and sin*a duet with 
me, how happy I should be. Why lire*Man and 
Nature thus sundered?” 

Another little bird in the altheabush answered 
hi m in low, sweet notes, ending ever with the plain¬ 
tive cadence of a minor-third. The deep, tender 
eyes of the man-child filled with tears. “We are 
not sundered,” thought he. “ Surely my heart is 
in harmony with Nature; for she responds to my 
inmost thought, as one instrument vibrates the 
tones of another to which it is perfectly attun¬ 
ed. Blessed, blessed is Nature, in her soothing 
power I” As he spoke, Touchu came floating on 
a zephyr, and poured over him the fragrance of 
mignonette sho had gathered from the garden 

At the same hour, Alfred walked in his conser¬ 
vatory, among groves of fragrant geraniums and 
richly-flowering cactus. He smoked a cigar, and 
glanced listlessly from his embroidered slippers to 
tho marble pavement, without taking notice of the 
costly flowers. The gardener, who was watering 
a group of Japonicas, remarked, “ This is a fine 
specimen that has opened to-day. Will you have 
the goodness to look at it, sir ?” He paused in his 
walk a moment, and looked at a pure white blos¬ 
som, with the faintest roseate blush in its centre 
“ It ought to be handsome,” said he. “ The price 
was high enough. But, after all the money I have 
expended, horticulturists declare that Mr. Dun¬ 
can’s Japonicas excel mine. It’s provoking to be 
outdone.” The old gnome stood behind one of 
the plants, and shrugged his shoulders, and grin¬ 
ned. Without perceiving his presence, Alfred 
muttered to himself, “ Utouch promised my flow¬ 
ers should bo unequalled in rarity and beauty.” 


“ That was .last year,” croaked a small voice, 
which he at once recognised. 

“Last year!” retorted Alfred, mocking his tone. 
“ Am I then to be always toiling after what I never 
keep ? That’s precious comfort, you provoking 

A retreating laugh was heard under the'pave¬ 
ment, as the rich man threw his cigar away, ex¬ 
claiming impatiently, “The devil take the Japon- 
icas I What do l care ? they are not worth fret¬ 
ting about.” 

Weeks passed, and brought the returning 
seventh day of rest. The little child who made 
rainbows flicker over the father’s poem, lay very ill, 
and the anxious parents feared that this beautiful 
vision of innocence might soon pass away from the 
eartlv The shadows of a Madeira vine now and 
then waved across the window, and the chamber 
was filled with the delicate perfume of its blos¬ 
soms. No sound broke the Sabbath stillness, ex 
cept the little bird in the altheabush, whose tone 
were sad as the voice of Memory. The chib 
heard it, and sighed unconsciously, as he put 1 ub 
little feverish hand within his mother’s, and said, 
“ Please sing me a hymn, dear mother.” With a 
soft, clear voice, subdued hy her depth of feeling, 
she sang Schubert’s Ave Maria. Manifold and 
wonderful are the intertwining influences in the 
world of spirits! What was it that touched the 
little bird’s heart, and uttered itself in such plain¬ 
tive cadences? They made tho child sigh for a 
hymn; and bird and child together woke Schu¬ 
bert’s prayerful echoes in the mother’s bosom. 
And now from the soul of the composer, in that 
far off German land, the spirit of devotion comes 
to the father, wafted on the wings of that beauti¬ 
ful music. Ernest bowed his head reverently, and 
sank kneeling at the bed-side. While he listened 
thus, Touchu glided softly into his bosom, and laid 
her wand upon his heart. When the sweet, be¬ 
seeching melody had ceased, Ernest pressed tho 
hand of the singerto his lips, and remained awhile 
in silence. Then the strong necessity of suppli¬ 
cation came over him, and he poured forth an 
earnest prayer. With fervid eloquence, he im¬ 
plored for themselves an humble and resigned 
spirit, and for their little one, that, living or dy- 
ing, good angels might ever carry him in their 
protecting arms. As they rose up. his wife loan¬ 
ed her head upon his shonlder, anil, with tearful 
eyes, whispered— 

“ Gud help us, this and every day, 

To live more nearly as we pray.” 

That same morning Alfred rode to church in his 
carriage, and a servant waited with the horses till 
he had performed his periodical routine of wor¬ 
ship. Many-colored hues from the richly-stained 
windows of the church glanced on wall and pillar, 
and imparted to silk and broadcloth the metallic 
lustre of a peacock’s plumage. Gorgeous in crim¬ 
son mantle, with a topaz glory around his head, 
shone the meek son of Joseph the carpenter, and 
his humble fishermen of Galileo were refulgent in 
robes of purple and gold. The fine haze of dust 
in which the sunbeams fell, gleamed with a quiv¬ 
ering prismatic reflection of their splendor. From 
he choir descended the heavenly tones of Belli 
bert’s Ave Maria! They flowed into Alfred’s oa 
but no Touchu was with him, to lay her war— 
upon his heart. To a visiter, who sat in his cush¬ 
ioned pew, he whispered, that they paid the high¬ 
est price for their music, and had the best that 
money could command. The sermon urged the 
necessity of providing some religious instruction 
for the poor, for otherwise there could be no se¬ 
curity to property against robbery and fire. Al¬ 
fred resolved within himself to get up a subscrip¬ 
tion immediately for that purpose, and to give 
twice as much as Mr. Duncan, whatever the sum 
might be. Utouch, Who had secretly suggested- 
the thing to him, turned somersets on the gilded 
prayer-book,and twisted diabolical grimaces. But 
Alfred did not see him; nor did he hear a laugh 
under the carriage, when, as they rolled home, he 
said to his wife, “ My dear, why didn’t you wear 
your embroidered crape shawl? 1 told you we 
were to have strangers in the pew. In so hand¬ 
some a church, people expect to see the congrega¬ 
tion elegantly dressed, you know.” 

Bat, though Utouch was a mocking spirit, Al¬ 
fred could not complain that he had Been untrue 
to his bargain, fie had promised to bestow any¬ 
thing he craved, from his kingdom of the outward. 
He had asked for honor in the Church, influence 

’Change, a rich, handsome wife, and superb 
horses. He had them all. Whose fault was it 
that he was continually looking round anxiously 
to observe whether others had more of the goods 
he coveted? fie had wished for a luxurious ta¬ 
ble, and it stood covered with the rarest dainties 
of the world. But, with a constrained smile, he 
said to his guests: “ Is it not provoking to be sur¬ 
rounded by luxuries I cannot cat ? That piecrust 
would torment my sleep with a legion of night- 
s. It is true, ldo not crave it much, " T 
a loaded table 1 half famished for an appe- 
, as the witty Madame de Sevigne used to 
say.” Again and again he asked himself why all 
the fruit that seemed so ripe and tempting on the 
outside was always dry and dusty within. And 
if he was puzzled to understand why he seemed to 
have all things, and yet really had nothing, still 
was he puzzled to explain how Ernest seem- 
have so little, and yet in reality possessed 
all things. 

One evening, at a concert, he happened .. 
near Ernest and his wife, while they listened 


me in my boyish dream, would touch Alfred with 
her wand; for the purse the old gnome gave him 
seems to bring him little joy.” 

He happened to look up at the moment, and 
there, close by his hand, was Touchu, balancing 
herself tiptoe on an orange bud. She had the 
same luminous, loving eyes, the same prismatic 
robe, and the same sunny gleam on her hair. She 
smiled as she said— 

“ Then you do not repent your early choice, 
though 1 could not give you a purse full of mon¬ 
ey?” 

“ Oh! no, indeed,” replied he. “ Thou hast 
been the brightest blessing of my life.” 

She kissed his eyes, and, waving her wand over 
him, said, affectionately, 

“ Take, then, the best gift I have to offer. .When 
thou art an old man, thou shalt still remain, to tin 
last, a simple, happy child.” 


VI. THE JORDAN AND DEAD SEA. 

This day, (April 6th,) we were to visit the Jor¬ 
dan and the Dead Sea. In the early morning, 
about five o’olock, I ascended a steep mound near 
our encampment, and saw a view as different from 
that of the preceding day as a change of lights 
could make it. The sun had not risen; but 
there was a hint of its approach in a gush of pale 
light behind the Moab Mountains. The strip of 
woodland in the middle of the plain looked black 
contrast with the brightening yellow precipices 
of Quarantania on the west. Southwards, the 
Dead Sea stretched into the land, grey and clear. 
Below me, our tents and horses, and the moving 
figures of the Arabs, enlivened the shadowy bonks 




of the stream. 

We wero off soon after six, and v 
the banks of the Jordan in about tv 
hours. Our way lay through the 
forest land as we had encamped in. It waB very 
wild ; and almost the only tokens of habitation 
that we met with, were about Rihhah—by some 
supposed to be the exact site of the ancient Jeri¬ 
cho. . This is now as miserable a village as any in 
Palestine; and its inhabitants are as low in char¬ 
acter as in wealth. No stranger thinks of going 
near it who is not well armed and guarded. Yet 
there is no need to resort to any means but honest, 
and very moderate industry, to obtain a comfort¬ 
able subsistence here—if only honesty were en¬ 
couraged, and industry protected by a good social 
state. The,fine fig trees that are scattered around, 


that most beautiful symphony by Spohr, called 
the “ Consecration of the Tones.” Delighted as 
children were they, when they began to hear the 
winds murmur through the music, the insects 
pipe, and one little bird alter another chirp his 
notes of gladness. _ How expressively they looked 
at each other during the tender lulling Cradle 
Song; and how their expression brightened and 
softened, as the enchanting tones passed through 
the wild allegro of the dance, into the exquisite 
melody of the serenade! But when Cradje Song, 
dance, and serenade, all moved forward together 
in delightful harmony, a threefold chorcl of lovely 
melodies, the transparent countenance of Ernest, 
became luminous with his inward joy. It was evi¬ 
dent that Touchu had again laid her thrilling 
wand upon his heart. 

“How the deuce does he contrive always to de¬ 
light himself?” thought Alfred. “I wonder 
whether the music really is anything uncommon.” 

In order to ascertain, he turned from Ernest to 
watch the countenance of a musical critic near 
by, one of those unfortunate men who enjoy mu¬ 
sic as the proof-reader CDjoys the poetry he cor¬ 
rects in a printing-office. How can a beautiful 
metaphor please him, while he sees a comma topsy¬ 
turvy, or a period out of place ? How can he Be 
charmed by the melodious flow of the verse, while 
*■" ; s dotting an i, or looking out for an inverted 
The critic seemed less attentive to his bi 
ness than the proof-reader; for he was looking 
round and whispering, apparently unconsoious 
that sweet sounds filled the air. Nevertheless, 
Utouch whispered to Alfred, that the critic was 
the man to inform him whether he ought to be 
delighted with the music, or not. So, at the close 
of the symphony, he spoke to him, and took occa¬ 
sion to say— 

" I invited a French amateur to come here this 
evening, in hopes' he would receive a favorable 
impression of the state of music in America. You 
are an excellent judge of suoh matters. Do you 
think he will be satisfied with the performance ?” 

“ He may be pleased, sir, but not satisfied,” re¬ 
plied the critic. “ The composition is a very fine 
one, but he has doubtless heard it in Paris; and 
until you have heard a French orchestra, sir, you 
can have no conception of music. Their accuracy 
rhythmical time amounts to absolute perfec- 

11 And do you think the orchestra have played 
well to-night?” 

“ Tolerably well, sir. But in the Cradle Song 
the clarionet lagged a little once or twice: and 
the effect of the serenade was injured, because the 
violoncello was tuned oue-sixteonth of a note too 

Alfred bowed, and went away congratulating 
himself that he had not been more delighted than 
-"as proper. 

The alleged impossibility of having any con¬ 
ception of music, unless he went to Europe, re¬ 
newed a wish he had long indulged. He closed 
his magnificent house, and went forth to make the 
fashionable tour. Ernest was a painter, as well as 
poet, and it chanced that they met in Italy. Al¬ 
fred seemed glad to see the friend of his childhood; 
but he soon turned from cheerful things, to tell 
how vexed he was about a statue he had purchased. 

“ I gave a great price for it,” said he, “ thinking 
was a real antique; hut good judges now assure 
3 that it is a modern work. It is so annoying 
waste one’s money!” 

“ But, if it be really beautiful, and pleases you, 
the money is not wasted,” replied Ernest; “ though 
it certainly is not agreeable to be cheated. Look 
at this ivory head to my cane ! It is a bust of 
Hebe, which I bought for a trifle yesterday. But 
small as is the market value, its beauty is a per¬ 
petual delight to me. If it be not an antique, it 
deserves to be. It troubles me that I cannot find 
the artist, and pay him more than I gave. Per¬ 
haps hejs floor, and has not yet made a name for 
himself; but, whoever he may be, a spark of the 
divine fire is certainly in him. Observe the beau¬ 
tiful swell of the breast and the graceful turn of 
*’■ “ head !” 

Yes; it is a pretty thing,” rejoined Alfred, 
half contemptuously. “ But 1 am too much vexed 
with that knave who sold me the statue, to go into 
raptures about the head of a cane, just now. What. 
makes it more provoking is, that Mr. Duncan did 
purchase a real antique last year, for less money 
than 1 threw away on this modem thing.” 

. Having in vain tried to impart his own sunny 
humor, Ernest bade him adieu, and returned to 
his humble lodgings out of the city. As he lin¬ 
gered in the orange groves, listening to the night¬ 
ingales, he thought to himself— 

" 1 wish that charming little fairy, who came to 


and the abundant promise of the few crops that 
ore sown, show that the soil and climate are not to 
blame. At this place there is a square tower, con¬ 
spicuous from afar above the trees, which some 
suppose to be the sole remnant of the groat city ; 
but it can hardly be ancient enough to have be¬ 
longed to the old Jericho. 

On a hillock in the midst of the brushwood, we 
aw a few birds of such a size that one of the 
arty, in a moment of forgetfulness, cried out, 
Ostriches!” There are no ostriches in this 
country ; but these cranes looked very like them, 
while on their feet. One by one they rose, 
stretching out theft long legs behind them—-cer¬ 
tainly the largest birds 1 ever saw fly—or proba¬ 
bly shall ever see. 

Though we had been told, and had read, that 
e river could not be seen till the traveller reach¬ 
ed its very banks, we could not .help looking for it. 
Three broad terraces have to ho traversed ; and 
then it is sunk in a deep bed, where it rushes 
hidden among the woodland. It depth of water 
varies much at different seasons ; though loss now 
than formerly. The Scriptures speak so much of 
the overflow of Jordan, and of the lion coming up 
at the swelling of Jordan, that it is supposed that 
formerly the river was subject to inundations 
which may have formed the three terraces above 
mentioned, and caused the extraordinary fertility 
of the plain in old times; and that the wild beasts 
which then harbored in the brakes, came up to 
terrify the dwellers in the fields. However this 
may have been, it is not so now. The channel is 
no flouht deepened; and the river now, in the 
fullest season, only brims over its banks into the 
brakes, so as to stand among the canes, and never 
reaches the terraoes. 

Though we were all on the lookout, and though 
we reached the river at the spot which is cleared 
for the approach of the Easter pilgrims, we could 
not see the water till we could almost touch it. 
The first notice to me of where it was, was from 
some of the party dismounting on the Pilgrim’s 
beach. When I came up—0 ! how beautiful it 
1—how much more beautiful than all pic- 
. s and all descriptions had led mo to expect! 
The only drawback was, that the stream was 
turbid ; not only whitish, from a sulphureous ad¬ 
mixture, but muddy. But it swept nobly along, 
with a strong and rapid current, and many ed¬ 
dies, gushing through the thick woodland, and 
flowing in among the tall reeds, now smiting the 
white rooks of the opposite shore, and now wind¬ 
ing away out of sight behind the poplars and 
acacias and tall reeds which crowd its banks, it 
is not a broad river; hut it is full of majesty 
from its force and loveliness. The vigorous, up- 
springing character of the wood along its margin 
struck me much; and we saw it now in its vivid 
spring green. 

The pilgrims rush into the sacred riv 
numbers, and with so little precaution 
strength of the current, that no year passes with¬ 
out some loss of life; and usually several perish. 
This year only one was drowned. Whatevc 
perstition there might have been among our 
pany, it was not of this wild sort; and we bi 
in safety. The ladies went-north; the gentlemen 
south. 1 made a way through tho thicket with 
difficulty, till 1 found a little cove, which the cur¬ 
rent did not enter, and over which hung a syca¬ 
more, whose lower branches were washed by the 
ripple which the current sent in as it passed. On 
these branches the bather might stand or sit with¬ 
out touching the mud, which lay soft and deep 
below. The limestone precipiee and wooded 
promontory opposite made the river particularly 
beautiful here; and sorry I was.to leave “ 
last. 

It is useless to attempt to make out where the 
babtism of Jesus took place, or whore his disci¬ 
ples and John administered the rite. And on th 
spot one has no pressing wish to know. Th 
whole of this river is SO sacred and no sweat th« 
it is enough to have saluted it in any part of il 
course. 

One thing more we did; we remembered friends 
far away, and carried away some water for them, 
having provided tin oases for the purpose. The 
Queen’s children are baptized in Jordan water; 
and I brought away a easeful for the baptism ot 
the child of a friend who lives further away from 
the Jordan than our Queen does. This business 
done, we were summoned to horse, and rode away 
southwards to the Dead Sea. 

The belt of woodland soon turned away east¬ 
wards, and we found ourselves exposed to extreme 
heat, on a desolate plain crusted with salt and 
cracked with drought. There had been a close¬ 
ness and murkiness in the air, all the morning, 
which was very oppressive; and now it was, at 
usual slow pace, almost intolerable. I put 
my horse to a fast canter, and crossed the plain as 
quickly as possible, finding this pace a relief to 
my horse as -well as myself. The drift on the 
beaoh of the sea looked dreary enough; ridges of 
broken canes and willow twigs washed up, and 
lying among the salt, and the little unwholesome 
swamps of the shore; but the waters looked 
bright and clear, and so tempting that our horses 
put their noses down repeatedly, always turning 
away again in disgust. I tasted the water— 
about two drops—and 1 almost thought I should 
never get the taste out of my mouth again. And 
this is the water that poor Costigan’s coffee was 
made of! 

Oostigan was a young Irishman, whose mina 
as possessed with the idea of exploring the Dead 
Sea, and giving the world the benefit of his dis¬ 
coveries. It would have been a useful service; 
and he had zeal and devotedness enough for it. 
But he wanted either knowledge or prudence; 
and he lost his life in the adventure, without hav¬ 
ing left us any additional information whatever. 
He had had a small boat carried overland by cam¬ 
els ; and in this he set forth, (in an open boat, in 
the month of July! (with only one attendant, a 
Maltese servant. They reached the southern end 
of the lake—not without hardship and difficulty ; 
but the fatal struggle was in getting baok again. 
The wind did not favor them, and once'blew such 
a squall that they had to lighten the boat, when 
the servant stupidly threw overboard the only 
cask of fresh water that they had. They were 
now compelled to row for their lives, to reach the 
Jordan before they perished with thirst; but the 
— n scorched them from a cloudless sky, and the 
:■ was like a furnace. When Oostigan could row 
longer, his servant made some coffee from the 
Lter of the lake, and then they lay down in the 
boat to die. But the man once more roused him¬ 
self, and hy many efforts brought the boat to the 
head of the lake. They lay helpless for a whole 
day on the burning shore, unable to do more than 
throw the salt water over each other, from time to 
time. The next morning, the servant crawled 
away, in hopes of reaching Rihhah, whioh he did 
with extreme difficulty. He sent Costigan’s horse 
down to the shore, with a supply of water. He 
was alive, and was carried to Jerusalem in the 
coolness of the night. He was taken care of in 
the Latin convent there ; but he died in two days. 
Not a note relating to his enterprise was ever 
found; and daring his illness he never spoke on 
the subject. Any knowledge that he might have 
gained has perished with him; and no reliable 
information could be obtained from his servant. 
Costigan’s grave is in the American burying 
ground; and there I saw the stone which tells his 
melancholy story. He died in 1835. 

There appears to be no satisfactory evidence as 


to whether any fish aro to be found in the Dead 
Sea. Our guides said that some small black fish 
have been seen there; but others deny this. A 
dead fish has been found on tho shore near the 
spot, where the Jordan enters the lake; but this 
might have been cast up by the overflow of the 
river. It is said that small birds do not fly 
this lake, on account of the deleterious natu 
its atmosphere. About small birds I cannot speak 
but I saw two «r three vultures winging their w»j 
down it obliquely. The curious lights which 
hung over the surface struck me as showing an 
unusual state of the atmosphere-—the purple 
murky light resting on one part, and the line of 
silvery refraction in another. Though the sky 
was clear after the morning clouds had passui 
away, the sunshine appeared dim; and the heat 
was very oppressive. The gentlemen of the party, 
who stayed behind to bathe, declared, on rejoin¬ 
ing us at lunch time, that they had found the co 
mon report of the buoyancy of«he water of this i 
not at all exaggerated, and that it was indeed . 
easy matter to float in it, and very difficult to sink. 
They also found their hair and skin powdered 
with salt when dry. But they could not admit 
the greasincss or stiokiness whioh is said to adhere 
to the Skin after bathing in the Dead Sea. They 
were very positive about this; and they certainly 
did observe the fact very carefully. Yet I have 
seen, since my return, a clergyman who bathed 
there, and who declared to me that his skin was 
so sticky, for some days after, that he could notgei 
rid of it, even from his hands. And the trust¬ 
worthy Dr. Robinson, a late traveller there, says. 

“ After coming out, 1 perceived nothing of the sail 
crust upon the hotly, of whioh so many speak. 
There was a slight pricking sensation, especially 
where tho skin had been chafed; and a sort oi 
greasy feeling, as of oil, upon the skin, which 
lasted for several hours.” The contrast of these 
testimonies, and the diversity which exists among 
the analyses of the waters which have been nutdi 
by chemists, seem to show that the quality of thi 
watqrs of the Dead Sea varies. And it appears 
reasonable that it should; for it must make a 
great, difference whether fresh waters have been 
pouring into the basin of the lake, after the win¬ 
ter rains, or a great evaporation has been going 
on under tho summer’s sun. In following the, 
margin of the sea, we had to crosB a creek, where 
my skirt was splashed. These splashes turned 
presently to thin crusts of salt; and the moisture 
and stiokiness were as great a week afterwards as 
i the moment. 

We wound among salt marshes and brakes, in 
and out, on tho desolate shores of this sea: this 
sea which is not the less dead and dreary for 
being as clear and blue as a fresh mountain tarn. 
As we ascended the ranges of hills which lay be¬ 
tween ub and the convent where we were to rest, 
the Jordan valley opened northwards, and the 
Dead Sea southwards, till the extent traversed 
by the eye was really vast. How beautiful must 
it have been once, when the Jordan valley, whose 
verdure was now shrunk into a black line amidst 
the sands, was like an interminable garden; and 
when the cities of theplain stood bright and busy 
where the Dead Sea now lay blank and grey ! As 
1 took my last look baok, from a great elevation, 
l thought that so mournful a' landscape, lor one 
having real beauty, I had never seen. 

EnBukance.—E nduranoe is a virtue that rises 
.to sublimity, when the heart that suffers has 
no hand to remove the ill; but when the strong 
submit to shame and outrage, because they are 
too cowardly to resist, or too ftrnd of ease to rouse 
themselves, their endurance is more a crime than 
a virtue, niore a shame-than a glory. Your stub¬ 
born jackass is a martyr of the same school, bear¬ 
ing blows and kicks with indifference that would 
be sublime, if any true necessity required the] 
patience. 

But it is time our dough-faced Northerners 
knew that any quantity of kicking, saliva, and 
scorn, borne doggedly, from mere oowardico and 
laziness, do not constitute martyrdom. There is 
no white crown in reserve for such sufferers, un¬ 
less, in sooth, the high eared “ fool’s cap” is. 

Doubly are our dociles out of the path of glo¬ 
rious suffering, for your true martyr must bear 
only when he cannot conquer, and ever for God’s 
sake, and not his craven will’s. In strict truth, 
the martyr never does yield, he simply changes 
his weapons; and when he can no longer live for 
the world, he dies for it. He is victor still, by 
tho unconquerable spirit whioh he bears, that 
when no longer it can bless its fellows; through 
the common utterance, gives one startling, world- 
arousing witness of the world, and leaves the 
world more blessed by his dying, than it could 
have been hy his living. 

Our mook martyrs, too, the pitiful bantlings ot 
an insulted and degraded liberty, who will not, 
for^the peril of dear life, shake off their infamy in 
exalting liberty, would yet claim some glory for 
endurance, some credit for forgiveness, thougli 
they have neither endured nor forgiven like men, 
but like dogs, who, whipped and spurned, will 
only yelp, but dare not bite. To wrong “ 

wrong they have submitted, and taunt on t_, 

from iheir Southern masters, and still all-stingy 
Jonathan will give bent olaws to his pocket bot¬ 
tom, to fish up the last reluctant scale from his 
dragon god, to pay for War and Slavery. Ift 
growls about freedom very softly, in the absence 
of his master; and if by chance is once heard, 
will turn his long ears obsequiously to the flat 
palm of the smiter, and take the atoning blow. 

Do they not know, the coward cravens, that 
great endurance is one step higher than brute re¬ 
sistance? and they, poor tremblers, have not risen 
even to the last. They have not the wolf-great¬ 
ness to stand at bay, and fight it out, till fighting 
avails not, and then die with mute courage, but 
would claim the holy name of meek forgiveness, 
the Christ-like answer to overwhelming wrongs. 
High as the heavens are above the pit, is suoh 
noble long suffering above the pale poltroonry 
our thrice-plundered and slave-spirited North. 


THE CLOTHING ESTABLISHMENT 

IN BOSTON. 

TfOR years, the first and only House which has adhered to 
X that popular system ot 

Low Prices for Gentlemen's Clothing, 

Is that widely known and universally celebrated Clothing 
OAK HALL— Geo. W. Siilmons, Proprietor. 

The excellence of the plan whioh he originally designed. 

>jT hiineo successfully prosecuted, is: 
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GENTLEMEN’S CLOTHING^' 11 ” ^ 

AT THE VERY LOWEST SCALE OF PRICES! 

The elegant display of goods at Simmons’s Oak Halt, em- 
braoing the latest importations Irom London and Paris, are 
“^Daotnred mider his own personal superintendence and 
prices, full thirty to forty per cent, in the purchase ofa good 
HHIjl " 1 " 1 " 4 ~~ 3 11 ipiete opportu- 




riety of ele- 


dty of selecting trc_... .. 

;aut Clothing and Dress Goods now iu the United St_ _ 

rhieh may be had by citizens and strangers; in addition to 
. superb assortment of 

CHILDREN’S CLOTHING, 

tsblislnuent on tin- face of the globe, and at prices 
less than ever before offered, even at Simmons's. 

P- S. Wholesale traders, look to this. Thousands of dozens 
f 0^ntnu!»8?®, and 88, 
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Tov detailed information, 
Macedon, Wayne co., N. Y., \0tl\ 
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* - - ia not surpassed by any - other. Tho 
H present an admirable sucoes- 


very large, < 


1 of brilliant col- 
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id Foreign Anti-Slavery Society, contains, in addition to 
m usual calculations, astronomical tables, &o v a great vari- 
LO subject 1 ?? hS taCtS aU t ^ fc ^' is ? cs ? il b . ea,:r ”^ directly upon 
on, and prepared witk spectal remreuoe W iLc poaU 

on of the question in this country. In the confident ex- 
jetation of a large demand, the work has been handsomely 
ereotyped, and printed on good paper; and, to Hecure its ex- 
jnsive circulation, the wholesale price has been fixed at the 
following reduced rates: 250 copies, or upwards, at $30 per 
thousand; 100 or 200 oopies, at §3.50 per hundred; ffl copies 
■' $2; 25 oopies for $1. 

il orders must be accompanied by the cash, and designate 
■mode oj conveyance by which they are to be forwarded, 
t office stamps may be sent for fractions of a dollar, 
he triends of universal emancipation are earnestly called 
n^fco aid in giving this valuable Anti-Slavery document a 
adaptation to the present state of things in this country. 11 ** 
bor sale, wholesale and retail, at the Office and Depository 
of the American and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society, No. 22 
Spruce street, New York, by 

WILLIAM HARNED, Pub! 

03“ Anti-Slavery papers will please copy. 


N EW BOOKS, at "the Anti-Slavery JJr.nut.it.onj, JZ Spruce 
street. New York. 

Life of Benja/niin Lumly —316 pages, 12mo; bound in nms- 
m; with a portrait by Warner, and a beautiful colored map 
>t California, Texas, Mexico, and part of the United States: 
'iis journeys to Texas and Mexico, and a notice of 

-itiou in Hayti. Price 75 cents. 

Facts for the People —a pamphlet of 142 pages—a compila¬ 
tion from the writings of Hon. William Jay/Hon. J. R. bid¬ 
dings, J. G. Palfrey, and others, on the relations of the Unit- 
' t States Government to Slavery, and embracing a history of 
i e Mexican War, its origin and oMeeta. By Coring Moody, 
Boston, Massachusetts. Price 20 cents. 

The Young Mmir -or Lectures for the Times. By Rev. 
William W. Patton, Hartford, Connecticut. 214 pages, l2mo, 
bound in muslin. Price 62 D2 cents. . 

Argument, on Sectarianism —by Gerrifc Si 


. 35 pages, 12mo,wi 


Branded Hand 

‘ lgs. Price 8 i.. 

New Tracts, at eighty cents per hundred. 
No. 1. Slavery and the Slave Trade at the Nation’; 


No. 2. Foots for the People 
No. 3. Catechism of the Me 
No. 4. Shall we give JBiblei 
I 1 or sale, as above, by 


>le of the Free States. 

" ican War. 

>3.000,(100 of American Slav 
WlLLIAiVl HARNEI), 

22 Spruce st; 


P LUMBE NATIONAL DAGGER, RE AN GAi/LEtTiT 
AN1) PHOTOGRAPHERS’ FUKN.1 SUING DEPOTS; 

New V oris, and Pennsylvania Exhibitions, respectively, for 
everexhiVted did a0l0red ^ W«***°type* and best apparatus 
Portraits taken in exquisite style, without regard to weather. 
Instructions given in the art. 

^Alarge assortment of apparatus and stock always on hand, 
New York, 251 Broadway; Philadelphia, 136 Chesnut street; 
Boston, 75 Court and 68 Hanover streets; Baltimore, 205 Bal¬ 
timore street; Washington. Pennsylvania avenue: Peters¬ 
burg, Virginia. Mechar*'*"’ “•. 

Walnut, and 176 Main t 
Paris, 127 Vieille Rue 


-NTEES’ MATERIALS.—The subscri- 
the Type Foundry lately occupied by 
'‘■• sreud, No. 59 Gold street, in the city 
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e and Retail Druggist, keejis 


t of Broad and High streets, Colnmbos, Ohio. 


IMPORTANT TO TEACHERS AND 
SCHOOL COMMITTEES. 

New Series of Heading Boohs, by Joshua Leavitt, au¬ 
thor of Leavitt’s Easy Lessons. 

J OHN V. JEWETT & CO., 23 Corahfll, Bookseltor’a Row. 
Boston, have in oourBo of publication one of the most vaf 
aud elegant series of Readers for Common School, 
have ever been offered to the educators of youth. Tim} 
will be comprised in four Books, as follows: 

The Primer or First Rook, or Little Lessons for Littli 
earners, containing 72 pages 18mo, elegantly illustrateu 
ith nnmeroua designs by Mallory, printed on new f-v. ««/■ 
superior paper, and bound in- full cloth, with gilt 
ing a serviceable, elegant, and attractive book 
The Second Rook, or Leavitt’s Easy Lesi 

which has been so universally approved by the.. 

in New England for twenty years past, that no thrther reo- 


sides, uial 
• a child. 


ion is printed from new type, oi 
—.‘ substantially bound 


iXsu 

The Third. 

Easy Lessons, but a 
— The sprightly 


luperior paper, ai 


e advanoed, intended 10 


us through the Third. Great care has been 
ieieotiou of pieces, to get such as are calculate. 
- . youthful mind, believing that it is next to im¬ 
possible to teach a child to read well from a heavy, dull, 

. uninteresting text book. This volume is a IZnio ol 

printed and bound in the best manner. 

•>—-- higher classes 


has selected and arranged suoh pieces as he believes are 
eulated to arouse aud inspirit a school, and make good 
dera; aud has rejected many pieces of sterling character. 
1 of great literary merit, deeming them altogether above 
comprehension df the mass of scholars in our common 
.ools. This volume will be ready about the 1st September 
Ihe attention of teachers and school committees is panic- 
ularly called to tho elegant and substantial style of this se- 
‘>f Readers, to the paper, printing, and binding, and alio 
e very low price at which the publishers have deterrain- 

_- sell them. We hope lor large . 

fied with ."." 


- „ lor large sales, and snau be satis 

anallprofits. JOHN F. JEWETT & GO., 
3mif Boston, Mass. 

nnHOlVIAS BUTLER, Root and Shoe Maker, may s 
± found at his old stand, No. 225 Pratt street, Haiti 


he cheapest and best work, for la 


B EERS’S TEMPERANCE HOTEL, Third street, Hvrtl. 
qf Pennsylvania avenue, and near the Raiiroul Depot 
shington City. Prices to suit the times. April 29.—tf 


J HA LL, No. 8 u 
• Baltimore , is pn 
Dies, Seals, Letters , & 


A. PEUGH, Washington, D. C 


TYR. JOHN ROSE, Botanic Physician, and Practitior 
JLf of Electro-Magnetism, may be found at his office, 5 
West Pratt street, Baltimore, until 9 A. M.,and between 
and 2 and after 5 F. M., un * 


partment for the subscriber. 


ROBERT TAYLOR. 


ia^not done,^the ir-- 

Aug-12. 


suspended on account of 

—, ---.. Phelps, and his absence 

Should the K^orter be resumed, sub- 


A I <.l NTA IVI. BILLING, !, 


JVT..... 

first Monday in Sep 
Misses iu all the br; 
Miss B. will also, 


0C Wii,LIAM HARNED, 
22 Npruco s<reeC, New \ ork. 


r pleasant i; u.\ i;i>ii\i. m notH.; i 


1, 1848—five months. f 
Catalogues and circulars, 


.aloguea and circulars, containing, together with a list of 
Due pupils aud their residences, a statement of the character, 
plan, and object of the school* may be obtained by addressing 
the Principal, at Amherst, Mass. Sept. 16,—8t 


ent—Pensions, Botu 


Trees, Shrubs, 1 
their collection 1 

furnished gratis,^ 


y Lands, Balances of Pay due Officers 

&c. 

isliin-gton. J). 0. 

rable variety^of Fruit and Ornamental 

is been enriched by many novelties from 
11 be found worthy the attention of am- 
1 supplied on li beral r-erms. Catalogues 
ho, -m/v.7 f *w e proprietors, or 


a application by mi 


IMPROVED LARD OIL.—No. 1 Lard Oil, for Lamps; No. 
A 2, for Woollens and Machinery—in good shipping order. 
The following letter speaks of its quality: 


process of manufacturing cloth, and find it a better article of 
N o. 2 than I have -at any time heretofore used. I have also 
found it equally excellent in lamps for shop lights.” 

For sale by 

THOMAS EMERY, Lard Oil Manufacturer, 

T — *To. 33 Water street, Cincinnati, Ohio. 


OEMOVAL.—The Rooms of t 

A V Anti-Slavery Society and the_____ 

8ociation. with the Depository for the sale of Anti-Slavery 
Publications, the Reading Room, and Agency for the National 
Era, have been removed from No. 5 to No. 22 Spruce street, 
New York, where all persons having business with either of 
the Societies, or otherwise interested in the cause, are re¬ 
spectfully invited to call. Letters on business, designed for 


New York, May 17,1847. 


SJTANLEY MATTHEWS, Attorney o: 
KJ Law, Cincinnati. Office on Main stxee 


W ILLIAM BIRNE? 

and Commission 
ledgments of Deeds fof tlu 


tually attended to. 


C ENTRAL A GEN C Y for the sale of Anti-Slavery PvMi 
cations, No. 22 Spruce street, Neio York.-The subscri 
ber, as Agent of the Executive Committee of the American 
aud foreign .Anti-Slavery Society, would inform the friends 



facilities afforded by the establishment of this new Anti-sTa- 
very Depository will be suitably appreciated and improved. 

It is not deemed beat to comprise in this advertisement a 
complete catalogue of the Books, Pamphlets, Tracts, Engrav- 
(Sex^’ti ? 0 ^ 011 Ymhted^ th^S Ty* pr j > J )ftbly ^ Prepared 
well to say, that among a large assortment o/pubheationa 
may be.found the following: 

Memoir of Rev. Charles T. Torrey; Voices of Freedom, by 
Whittier, last edition; Liberty Minstrel, by* G. W. Clark, 
last edition; Barnes on American Slavery: Bacon on Ameri¬ 
can Slavery; Discussion between Rice and Klanchilrd; Home, 
prison, by C, T. Torrey; Unconstitutionality of 


-- - - rrey: Unconstitutional 

-, Narrative of Lewis and Milton CW«.», 

American Church; Condensed Bible Arau- 
t; Winona, 


J, T. Tc 

Reproof ~ .... 

ment, by a V irginian; Alvan Stewart’s Argui., _ 

the Brown M aid of the South; the American Board and Sla\ 
holding, by Rev. W. W. Patton; German Anti-Slavery Alma¬ 
nac for 1817; Liberty Almanacs and Tracts, by the thousand, 
it is confidently hoped that no friend of Human Rights, on 

supplying himself with a quantity of our Publicationsi.'orders 
from ail parts of the country, enclosing the cash, and specify¬ 
ing how the parcel may be sent, will be promptly attended 
to }j by ^ P 1 r h - Y t N M *isjJp ED ’ 


1 Light of the Holy Bible, by William Henry Brisbane, a 
rvant of Jesus Christ ” For sale, wholesale and retail, at 

ety. Price, bouud in muslin, 37 1-2 emits single, $3 per 
wen; in paper covers, 25 cents single, $2.25 per dozen. 


22 Spruce street, New York, 



